
Septic Tanks 
 
 

Cesspools 
 
Cesspools / Cesspits are covered 
watertight tanks that receive and store 
sewage. No treatment of the sewage 
occurs in the tank, and it will require 
frequent emptying. 
 
Cesspool facts: 
 
• They should be located no closer 

than 15m from your house. 
• The minimum capacity (from the 

Building Regulations) is 18 cubic 
metres or at least 45 days storage. 

• Rainwater should not be collected. 
 

Biodiscs 
 
Biodiscs are tanks that contain a rotating 
biological filter to digest and settle 
sewage solids. They require a drainage 
field similar to septic tanks so consent 
will be required from the Environment 
Agency. 
 
• Biodiscs may serve multiple 

properties and may be more 
appropriate than many septic tanks. 

• A constant supply of electricity is 
required to turn the biological filter 

• Consent from the Environment 
Agency is required to discharge to a 
watercourse. 

Other Systems 

• Minimise detergent use, it blocks the 
drainage field (as do waste disposal 
systems). 

• The tank should ideally be de-sludged 
when it is half full of sludge. 

• Approximately 1/6 of the sludge should 
be left in the tank as an anaerobic 
‘seed’. 

• Leave the ‘crust’ intact after de-
sludging. 

Caring for your 
system 

Public Health 

Melton Borough Council 

Environmental Health Department 
Nottingham Road 
Melton Mowbray 
Leicestershire 
LE13 0UL 
Telephone: 01664 502502 
Email:  
environmentalhealth@melton.gov.uk  
Web: www.melton.gov.uk 



Septic Tanks 

It is important to find out at an early 
stage whether or not your ground 
conditions are suitable for the 
installation of a drainage field.  
 
A simple percolation test will be 
conducted (your tank installer may be 
able to do this). 
 
The area of your drainage field will 
also be determined by the number of 
people using the septic tank. 
 
Generally a drainage field should not 
be sited closer than 10 metres to a 
ditch, drain or other watercourse. 
Soak-away pipes should be buried as 
shallow as possible (usually within 1 
metre of the grounds surface). 

Tank location 
 
There are a few things to bear in mind 
when planning the location of your septic 
tank: 
 
• Tanks and soak-aways should ideally 

be located at least 15 metres from any 
dwelling. 

• Tanks and soak-aways should never 
be located near to a well or borehole. 

 
How it works 

 
Sewage enters the chamber via the inlet 
(1) and there the solids settle. Settled 
effluent then passes up through the tank 
and into chamber 2. Here finer suspended 
matter is treated, with any sediment falling 
back down into tank 1 via some slots. 
Clarified effluent from chamber 2 passes 
into chamber 3 and is then discharged via 
the outlet to the drainage field. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Septic tanks are typically a two or 
three chamber system where 
sewage is retained to enable the 
settlement of solids, biological 
digestion and effluent discharge. 
 
Effluent from a septic tank may be 
disposed of via a soak-away, 
provided that it does not present a 
pollution risk to ground or surface 
water. A percolation test will usually 
be required prior to tank installation 
(see section on drainage fields). 
 

Tank Capacity 
 

The size of the tank must be 
suitable for the number of people or 
households that intend to use it. 
Your tank installer should be able to 
advise and may use the following 
formula : 
 

C = (180P + 2000) 
 
Where  
           C =     Capacity of the tank in 
                      litres 
           P =     The population served 
 

Drainage Fields 

Contact the Environment Agency  
who may be able to provide you 

with more detailed advice. 


