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Dear David Pendle,

RE: Melton Local Development Framework – Development Site Criteria
Thank you for giving Leicestershire County Council the opportunity to comment on your Development Site Criteria, Officer comments are attached.

If you have any queries regarding the comments, please contact me.

Yours sincerely

Sophie Davies

Policy Assistant

MELTON LOCAL DEVELOPMENT FRAMEWORK
DEVELOPMNT SITE CRITERIA
Archaeology

As a general principle none of the areas have been sufficiently assessed to determine the precise extent or location of archaeological remains.  The information we hold is as much a history of previous archaeological research as a definitive statement of archaeological potential, i.e. it illustrates where archaeologists have looked rather than the real distribution of archaeological sites.  What the Historic Environment Record (HER) provides, however, is the best available data set to illustrate the archaeological potential of the areas concerned.  Consequently, whilst in some cases we are able to specifically comment upon the impact of development upon the archaeology of particular sites, any selection of areas for development should include provision for appropriate staged archaeological investigation, to inform subsequent Supplementary Planning Documents (SPD), Action Area Plans (AAPs), and to address the impact of future planning applications.  Such a process should allow for the exclusion of significant archaeological remains from development, regardless of the overall allocation of the site (in line with national planning guidance (PPG15/16).

Area A: Includes eight recorded archaeological sites within or in close proximity to the area, including an early Anglo-Saxon inhumation cemetery (HER ref.: MLE4004), centred on SK74152155, to the east of Sysonby Lodge Farm and north of High Top Farm; this may well be associated with as yet undetected contemporary settlement and/or other activity. Crop mark (MLE3985-7) evidence to the north of the area indicates a potential for prehistoric and/or Roman settlement.

Based upon assessment of aerial photographs (c. 1999-2000), the area preserves significant blocks of 'ridge and furrow' earthworks, indicators of the former medieval open field systems, good sections are noted around Sysonby Lodge (SK74532087)

Area B: Although there are no known archaeological remains within the area, the site overlooks the scheduled remains of Spinney Farm Grange, a medieval moated site (Scheduled Monument: 17015, MLE3989).  The setting of such sites is a material consideration in the determination of any planning permission. Where a scheduled monument may be affected as a result of development proposals, English Heritage should be consulted and their views taken into account.

As indicated above the absence of recorded archaeological remains within the area should not be regarded as a definitive statement of archaeological potential.  It is very likely that buried archaeological remains will survive within the area and any development proposals should be informed by appropriate archaeological assessment and evaluation.

The area also preserve significant blocks of 'ridge and furrow' earthworks, indicators of the former open field systems of medieval date, notably along the line of the former railway defining the eastern edge of the search area. 

Area C: A single early Bronze Age arrowhead has been recovered within the search area, to the south of Spinney Farm (MLE 6388, SK76542083), however, fieldwalking immediately to the east of Melton Spinney Road (the eastern edge of the search area) has suggested the presence of a significant Roman settlement site, and potentially earlier prehistoric remains as well (MLE8410-11, SK76752086). It is very probable that the archaeological evidence extends into Area C, and that further unidentified archaeological remains remain to be discovered.

It is possible that areas of ridge and furrow survive to the north-west of the search area. 

Area D: Immediately to the north of the area lie well preserved medieval and post-medieval earthworks adjacent to the village of Thorpe Arnold (MLE4186 & 10646), whilst the site lies outside the development area their setting may represent a planning concern. To the south of Thorpe Arnold, again on the fringe of the search area, a probable Romano-British settlement has been recorded (MLE6026, SK77111974), possibly extending into the area itself.  The line of the former Oakham canal (MLE10600) crosses the area, immediately to the south of the B676, forming a significant landscape feature. The area is also characterised by the particularly extensive survival of well preserved ridge and furrow earthworks, notably to the centre and south of the search area.

Area E: A total of eight recorded archaeological sites are known from the search area and its immediate vicinity, including cropmarks indicative of later prehistoric and/or Romano-British settlement and occupation (MLE3920). The southern edge of the area is formed in part by Kirby Lane/Sawgate Lane (MLE5508), which preserves the line of the former Roman road running toward the small town at Thistleton.  The road is likely to have represented a focus for Roman and perhaps later settlement. Extending into the northern edge of the area is an extent area of medieval ridge and furrow earthworks.

Area F: 22 separate archaeological sites and monuments are recorded within the search area which reflects its more intensive archaeological assessment, perhaps due to the proximity to the scheduled remains to the west of Burton Lazars. The northern edge of the area is formed by the former Roman road of Kirby Lane/Sawgate Lane (MLE5508), extensive fieldwalked artefact scatters indicate multiperiod settlement spanning the Neolithic to the early medieval periods.  Of note are the probable Anglo-Saxon cemetery sites to the east and west of Sandy Lane (MLE6211, SK751170 & MLE6212, SK757172), and the Romano-British site south of Kirby Lane, probably associated with the nearby Roman road (MLE3928, SK752172).

Approximately 250m south of the search area is the scheduled hospital of St Mary & St Lazarus, located to the west of Burton Lazars (SM17029, MLE3475).  Whilst the monument lies to the south of the study area, the setting of the monument may represent a planning constraint, given its ridge-top location.  Small areas of medieval ridge and furrow earthworks occur within the area, but survive more extensively to the south around the hospital.

Area G: Only one 'site' is recorded on the HER within the search area, the line of the former Roman road, preserved as Kirby Lane (MLE5508), which defines the northern boundary of the area. Archaeological fieldwork to the north of the area, close to Rydal Manor produced evidence of later prehistoric to Iron Age activity and settlement (MLE3983 & 7079, SK744176).  Blocks of relict medieval field systems surviving as ridge and furrow earthworks have been recorded to the eastern edge of the area. 

Area H: Either side of the A607 Leicester Road, lie the scheduled remains of Eye Kettleby deserted medieval village (SM30250, MLE3050). Development schemes within close proximity of the scheduled site should give careful consideration to their impact upon the setting, character and amenity value of the monument.  Efforts should be encouraged to enhance the existing monument through positive management of the boundaries, access and interpretation/presentation.  To the west of the scheduled area, excavation in advance of development revealed an extensive multiperiod settlement site including evidence of Bronze Age, Roman and Anglo-Saxon date.  This zone of archaeological potential extends to the western edge of the H, where the brook defining the boundary preserves rare waterlogged archaeological remains. Assessment of the recent aerial photographs suggest a later prehistoric settlement site immediately north of Rydal Manor, with and associated field system.  Fieldwork to the east, outside the search area produced evidence of Iron Age and early Romano-British settlement (MLE3983 & 7079, SK744176).  A strip of possible ridge and furrow earthworks appears to survive at the eastern edge of the search area (SK743180).

Area I: 21 recorded sites are recorded on the HER, notably the earthwork remains and buried archaeology of the medieval and post-medieval deserted village of Sysonby (MLE3963, SK738190).  Immediately to the south a moated platform may represent the former site of the manor house, but is shown on post-medieval plans as part of a formal garden (MLE3968-8, SK73911882).  The Wreake valley has the potential to preserve rare palaeoenvironmental remains (evidence of former environments) and also waterlogged archaeological deposits.  Some relatively well preserved areas of medieval filed systems survive as ridge and furrow earthworks within the study area.

Area J: 3 sites are noted on the HER, including a significant Romano-British settlement site at the Welby Lane Remount depot (MLE9546, SK738199). Extensive areas of ridge & furrow survive to the south and east of the search area, probably part of the medieval open field system surrounding the deserted medieval settlement at Sysonby.

Area K: Most significantly includes the schedule remains of Sysonby Grange (SM21672, MLE 4002-3), there is a presumption in favour of the exclusion of such sites from development.  In addition the setting of scheduled sites is a material consideration in the determination of any planning application.  It is also possible that the early Anglo-Saxon inhumation cemetery (MLE4004) located to the north of High Top Farm will extend into the application area (see Area A).
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