Comments on Water Supply and Surface water and foul drainage facilities and capacity – provided by Peter Davies, Commercial Development Advisor for Severn Trent Water (December 2008)

I have discussed the options with departments involved in providing water infrastructure. Ideally they would like details of a development programme so that a strategy can be considered, but nevertheless from a high level point of view there would appear to be no particular insurmountable problems with servicing any of the development options shown.

With regard to water supply, it would seem that apart from local reinforcements that any of the options could be accommodated with slight a preference for the areas towards the east of Melton.

As for sewerage, some detail modelling of the existing network would need to be done to understand the impact of the additional flows as it is important that the risk of flooding is not increased. Nevertheless as the treatment works is to the west of Melton, and although some off-site works may be required, there is a preference in this case for development in that area. Although this is contrary to the preferred option for supply, on balance this is likely to be the least costly option for providing combined water and waste infrastructure. Costs for this work are usually determined at detail design stage through the requisitioning/adoption process undertaken by the developer.

I have no information at this stage regarding the capacity available for sewage treatment, but although some limited capacity may be available, some extensions to the treatment works are likely to be necessary to meet the additional demand. It is essential therefore that the programme for growth is agreed by Severn Trent Water to enable a phased programme of any work required to be put in place.

Just to remind you that I have no detail information to refer to and can only comment on the general costs usually associated in providing water and waste infrastructure in generic terms. With that in mind, water mains infrastructure is usually the least costly with sewerage and sewage treatment then the more costly.

I have no information at this stage to suggest that additional sewage treatment capacity is required over that already identified in the Severn Trent Asset Management Plan. Water mains and sewers are usually funded by developers under the established requisitioning and adoptions processes with an allowance made by STW against future revenue where appropriate.

