A Glossary of Brick Terms

Some of the more commonly used terms in brickwork:

Closer - brick cut to half a header

Rubbed Brick - soft bricks , easily cut or rubbed to specific sizes

Gauged Bricks - accurately measured bricks used in conjunction with rubbed bricks for precise bonding

Perpend - vertical joint edge of a brick

Vitrified Brick - brick face either imprecisely fired or burnt with ash to provide a coloured effect. Widely used in 'diaper' patterns with normal red brick

Marl - pale yellow or white brick
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Advice

The Councils Conservation Officer, Richard Spooner, will be pleased to help and advise on all aspects of this topic and where to find the necessary expertise to assist you. He can be contacted at the Council Offices on 01664-502382; Fax 01664-410283 or e-mail rspooner@melton.gov.uk
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Advice and Guidance

Introduction

Brickwork is one of the most attractive and characteristic elements of British architecture. The variety of sizes, textures and colours contribute to the visual interest of the most modest house and more importantly the built environment in general. 

Brick is the most versatile, flexible and aesthetically pleasing building material and as such one of the most commonly used in Britain,. Bricks are strong, hard and resistant to damage from fire and the weather. Their uniformity provides the ideal material for general walling and the formation of corners and openings. 

Monotony in brickwork can be avoided through the selection of size and colour of the bricks, care in bonding and the introduction of  patterning in the surface.

History

Brick is the oldest manufactured building material and has been used for thousands of years. Brick was introduced to Britain by the Romans but did not become widely used until the sixteenth century. After the Great Fire of London in 1666 the demand for bricks escalated and new colours, sizes and bonds were introduced. Demand declined considerably after the Brick Tax of 1784. In 1840 the standard size 'Imperial' brick was introduced and measured 9"x4½"x3". This was superseded by the slightly larger metric brick in 1970 with a nominal size of 225x112.5x75mm.

Bonds

A 'bond' is the pattern in which bricks are laid in a wall. The reason for bonding bricks is to ensure that there are no straight joints in the wall to avoid lines of weakness. Bonds were selected for many reasons including aesthetics, strength and economy.

The most common form of bond is the stretcher or running bond which comprises of a straightforward overlap of half a brick and although cheap and simple is rather bland. The more attractive bonds add to the character and appearance of brickwork. There are several bonds to choose from.

Header Bond - A simple and popular bond of the Georgian era consisting of courses of header bricks.

English Bond - was one of the first to be used and was common throughout the 16th and 17th centuries. English Garden Wall Bond is a variation.

Flemish Bond - became popular in the 18th century particularly when used as a design feature with alternate coloured bricks. Flemish Garden Wall Bond is a variation.

Rat Trap Bond - Popular after the brick tax as fewer bricks were used. A variation is Dearne's Bond where courses of stretchers laid on end are alternated with courses of headers. Both are structurally weaker than regular bonds.

The patterns of these bonds are illustrated below
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