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Advice and Guidance

What is a listed building?

The Secretary of State for Culture, Media and Sport has a statutory duty to compile and maintain a list of buildings of special architectural or historic interest. Any property identified on that list is a 'listed building'.

The list comprises a register recording the best of English buildings reflecting our architectural, cultural and historic heritage. Being listed gives a building prestige value and acknowledges that it is special and part of our national heritage which must be protected.

Buildings included on the list have statutory protection against demolition and alterations which would affect their character. The fact that a building is listed does not mean it must be preserved intact for all time, but it does mean that the case for its preservation can be considered quite separately from the merits of any development proposals.

Why is a building listed?

A building may be of special interest for a variety of reasons including age, architectural merit, construction method, technological innovation, rarity, group value or local style. Equally they may be listed through association with a particular historic event or well known characters.

Generally all buildings built before 1700 which survive in anything like their original condition are listed along with buildings dated 1700 to 1840 with most original features intact. Only buildings of definite character and quality built since 1840 will be listed. Most listed buildings (90%+) are grade II, particularly important buildings are grade II* and buildings of exceptional interest grade I.

How to find out if a building is listed

Melton Borough Council holds copies of the statutory lists and can advise you. Owners and occupiers are notified when a building is first listed. Prospective purchasers will be informed in their pre contract local land charge.

Owning a listed building

To own a listed building is to be entrusted with part of England's heritage. As such listed buildings must be kept in good repair and regular maintenance is necessary to prevent decay and deterioration. Simple measures such as clearing gutters regularly, painting exterior woodwork, ensuring adequate ventilation etc will help to avoid future serious problems.

In general the quality of workmanship, materials and detail is especially important for listed buildings. Poor craftsmanship and the use of inappropriate materials can be detrimental to the character of the property. In order to encourage high standards of work and help cover the additional costs involved the Council operates an Historic Buildings Grant Scheme whereby money may be available towards the cost of eligible works which help retain the traditional character and appearance of the building. Further assistance may also be available from Leicestershire County Council.

If a listed building becomes dilapidated the Council has the power to take action against the owner.

When is listed building consent required?

If you want to demolish a listed building, or any part of it, or make any alterations which would affect its character you will need to apply for listed building consent from the Council. General maintenance and repairs that match exactly may not need consent but it is always advisable to check with the Council beforehand.

Applications for listed building consent should be made on forms which are available from the Council. Drawings will also be required. No fee is involved. In addition to listed building consent, some works to listed buildings may also require planning approval and Building Regulations approval.

The following are some examples of alterations or changes that will require listed building consent:

External   
+ Replacement windows or doors

+ New rendering or painting

+ Change of roofing material

+ Extensions including conservatories

+ Erecting aerials, satellite dishes, burglar alarms etc

Internal
+ Moving walls




+ Removal of alteration of fireplaces, panelling, doors etc



+ Inserting new doorways

This list is not exhaustive and if in doubt you should contact the Council 

PLEASE NOTE: IT IS AN OFFENCE TO CARRY OUT ANY WORK TO A LISTED BUILDING THAT HAS NOT BEEN AUTHORISED

Advice

The Councils Conservation Officer, Richard Spooner, will be pleased to help and advise on all aspects of listed building legislation and where to find the necessary expertise to assist you. He can be contacted at the Council Offices on 01664-502387; Fax 01664-410283 or e-mail rspooner@melton.gov.uk
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