[image: image1.wmf]

Advice and Guidance

Roofs

It is essential that the roofs of historic buildings are maintained in good order. A sound roof will keep the elements at bay and ensure that the historic fabric of the building will remain dry and free from decay and deterioration. Visually roofs are also important, providing variations in colour, material and texture both in terms of individual buildings and groups of buildings in the street scene.

Roof Structure

A traditional roof structure consists of a series of rafters running with the slope of the roof supported by horizontal purlins across the slope, those in turn supported by trusses. Usually battens are laid across the slope providing fixing points for the chosen roof covering. Generally the details of roof construction do not affect the external appearance of buildings.

Traditional roofs are found in a variety of shapes and forms. Most common are hipped roofs (ie: sloping all round) and gabled roofs (ie: coming to flat end walls), other examples include half-hipped, Mansard and double-pitch (also known as gambrel).

Roof Coverings

A variety of roof coverings are evident in the area. Traditionally local materials would have been used to cover roofs such as Swithland slate, Collyweston stone slate, Bottesford blue pantiles, thatch or wooden shingles and examples of these can still be seen today. As the communications system developed Welsh slate became available via the railway system.

Thatch - There are several examples of thatched building in the rural area of the Borough. Most common is longstraw thatch which was readily available as a local material. There are also examples.

of Norfolk Reed thatch. When re-thatching a building local materials and traditions should be respected and wherever possible reinstated.

Pantiles - Bottesford blue pantiles were produced locally, given their unusual colour

by the use of a glaze made up of 'secret' ingredients. The recipe was lost but recent analysis of constituents of the glaze means that production can resume. 
Red pantiles are also evident locally. Most pantiles are 'S' shaped and are overlapped in both directions on the roof to maintain their water-tightness.

Plaintiles - Traditional tiles are hand made with a camber in both directions to give an uneven appearance to the roof. They are generally nailed onto roof battens in overlapping courses. Tile roofs are often steeply pitched (between 45°and 60°) usually replacing thatch.

Slate - Locally quarried Swithland slates and Collyweston stone slates were once widely used in this area. Although examples do still exist the use of Welsh slate is far more prevalent. Saltes are found in a variety of sizes and are laid double lapped usually at a pitch of around 30°. 

Sheet Metals - Lead, copper and zinc is often used for flashings and guttering. Corrugated Iron sheeting is often seen, usually as a repair material where thatch has failed.

Concrete Tiles - These are sometimes used as an imitation of pantiles. They are machine made, regular in shape and do not weather well. Their weight can alter the loadings on historic timbers and their use on historic buildings should be avoided. Other modern materials such as artificial slate, coated steel, asbestos and plastics are also inappropriate.

The are several elements which, in addition to the covering, combine to give a traditional roof its external appearance:

Ridges - Usually a tiled roof ridge is covered with half round clay ridge tiles and slate roofs with upturned V section ridge tiles. These are butted together over the top courses of slates or tiles.

Hips - These may be finished with ridge tiles or with lead rolls

Verges - These may be finished in several ways but most usually with a mortar fillet or bargeboards. Highly decorative bargeboards are a local feature.

Abutments - Where roofs join walls the most common finish is lead flashing.

Valleys - Again most commonly detailed in lead as a valley gutter, although pantile roofs often have a traditional swept valley

Eaves - These are found at the bottom of roof slopes and shed the rainwater run-off. An eaves board and gutter are the common finish. Guttering is traditionally cast iron, either half round or ogee in section.

Roof Repairs

When a roof is repaired or replaced, works should be undertaken sympathetically and special attention should be paid to detail. Obviously if a roof can be repaired without substantial loss of historic fabric this is preferable to replacement.

Regular maintenance of roofs such as the replacement of slipped, missing or broken tiles or slates, re-bedding ridge tiles and inspection and cleaning of valleys and gutters can help prevent major problems in the long run.

Advice

The Councils Conservation Officer, Richard Spooner, will be pleased to help and advise on all aspects of roof repair and where to find the necessary expertise to assist you. He can be contacted at the Council Offices on 01664-502387; Fax 01664-410283 or e-mail rspooner@melton.gov.uk
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