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Advice and Guidance

Windows

Windows are a principal feature of most historic buildings. They tell us about the age and status of the building and can indicate phases of adaptation and improvement. In those cases where original windows remain they should wherever possible be repaired, using traditional methods and materials, rather than replaced. If however replacement is unavoidable the new windows must be historically accurate in style and detail.

Modern replacements such as metal framed or upvc windows are certainly not appropriate in historic buildings. The nature of their construction means that they can never satisfactorily copy slender historic frames or glazing bars. Likewise the relative improvement in comfort by the use of double glazed units is minimal in an older building where the majority of heat loss is through the walls. 

The performance of older windows can be enhanced to modern standards using various methods that will lessen the impact on the historic fabric. These include the use of secondary double glazing, draft proof strips and the refurbishment of original internal shutters.

Repairs
The public and professionals are often of the opinion that old windows are expensive to maintain, are beyond economic repair or cannot be improved. Signs of ageing are not necessarily symptoms of irreversible decay. In many cases simple repairs can be undertaken, often at a relatively low cost, to prolong the life of the window. Localised repair is generally much less expensive than wholesale replacement and also maintains the historic integrity of the building.

The Council therefore encourages the owners of all historic buildings to look carefully at the architectural qualities of their building and consider repair as the most sensitive option. 

Windows are of course composite structures of glass, timber and metal. Each of these elements may be repaired separately as required. If at all possible original components of windows such as handles, pulleys, hinges, catches, should be refurbished as necessary for re-use on the repaired window. If replacement is necessary matching window fitments can usually be made by local blacksmiths at a relatively modest cost.

Glass

Old hand made glass has a distinctive appearance because the panes are slightly uneven. The visual effect of the flaws in the glass, which catches the light, is pleasing on the eye giving character to the building. It is important therefore, wherever possible, to carefully remove old glass for re-use. A reasonable modern substitute, which exhibits similar flaws, is horticultural glass and this can be used in window repairs. 

When undertaking glazing traditional linseed oil putty should be used in preference to modern compounds or timber beading.

Sash windows 

Between 1670 and the early 20th century the majority of buildings in Britain were fitted with sash windows. Quite often sash windows stick, rattle and let in draughts and noise and property owners believe that replacement is the only option. It is however possible to overhaul and renovate sash windows to transform their performance.

Frames

Undertaking traditional repairs to timberwork, thus ensuring the maximum retention of historic fabric, is always the preferred option. New sections of framing can be spliced in to match taking care that the profile is accurately reproduced. Glazing bars can also be replaced as necessary using originals as a pattern.

Decoration

The approriate finish for historic windows, post 17th century is paint, usually white and definitely not modern stain. The prepared timber should be painted with primer, undercoat and top coat. Lead based paints give excellent durability but can only be used on grade I and II* listed buildings with the permission of English Heritage.

Maintenance

The majority of decay in timber windows is caused by moisture penetration. Timber cills are particularly susceptible to decay and open and loose joints allow moisture ingress. Regular maintenance, thorough painting and prompt repairs will help prevent such problems. 

When renovating a window by repair it is important to remedy any defects discovered in the surrounding fabric that may have contributed to the original decay. Through preventative maintenance the repaired material will be guaranteed a longer life.

Replacement Windows
The complete replacement of windows should be the last resort. If beyond repair, and therefore unavoidable, the replacements should be matching in every detail including the use of original mouldings and the accurate setting out of the window to the original pattern thus ensuring correct proportions.

PLEASE NOTE: REPLACEMENT WINDOWS IN A LISTED BUILDING WILL REQUIRE CONSENT AND IN SOME CASES REPAIRS MAY ALSO - YOU ARE ADVISED TO CHECK BEFORE COMMENCING WORK.

Advice

The Council’s Conservation Officer, Richard Spooner, will be pleased to help and advise on all aspects of window repair and where to find the necessary expertise to assist you. He can be contacted at the Council Offices on 01664-502387 Fax 01664-410283 or e-mail rspooner@melton.gov.uk
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