Springfield Residents Group

Meeting held on Thursday 20th November 2008, 5pm

Springfield Street Community Centre

Present: 
6 Residents from the area were joined by:

Barbara Hunt – Chair

Margaret Lawson – Vice Chair

John Constable – Secretary

Janet Kerr – Treasurer

Cllr Joe Orson


Natalie James - MBC
Maura Savage - MBC

Claire Matchett - MBC
Sarah Webb - MBC
_____________________________________________________________________

1. Apologies for Absence

Lucie Keeley and Ronan Browne

2. Minutes of the last meeting

2.1 - Minutes were accepted as a true record

3. Matters Arising

3.1 – Discussion took place regarding overgrown gardens. MS advised that Voluntary Action Melton have a scheme whereby they can help those who are having difficulties with maintaining their gardens. She is unsure if this costs anything. NJ advised information will be in the next tenant’s newsletter and the contact number will be available. 

3.2 – JK reported that the garden area in front of her flat has been completed and a good job was done. The hedges on Welby lane are still very overgrown. CM advised the group that LCC have the authority to ask a private owner to cut back hedges that are causing safety concerns on the highway. 

3.3 – The abandoned cars issue seems to have got better. MS stated that she has tried to get in contact with the person concerned with one car but has not been able to catch them in. 

3.4 – A new blind has been purchased and it will be fitted in the New Year.

3.5 – JK advised that the names on the bank account had been changed to reflect the new committee 

3.6 – The youths can still be a problem in the area. Some are congregating on the wall outside 1 Brookfield Street and jumping of it and throwing residents mops around. MS will inform the police about this. 

3.7 – The issue of the weight-lifter making noise when using his weights was discussed – MS advise there is little that MBC can do about it and environmental health have been contact previously. It was mentioned that the conifers to the property were very overgrown. MS said she would take a look. 
4. Constitution

4.1 - NJ advised that BH and JC had signed the new constitution. A copy will be given to BH. 

5. Community Events update

5.1 - JC updated the group that another Quiz night was held and again was a success. They raised over £40. 

5.2 - BH and ML advised that a residents Christmas party was being arranged for 14th December, poster and tickets are available. All those interested need to write their name on the board for catering purposes. BH asked if Cllr Orson would ask the mayor to pop along to the party. Cllr Orson agreed to do this.
5.3 – JK informed the group that a Christmas lunch at the Bowls club is being arranged for 12th December. 

6. Grounds Maintenance

6.1 – BH reported that there is a problem with leaves in Springfield Street area and BH has to clear them every day as they are a slipping hazard. The tree itself is blocking light out of some of the flats too. CM stated that the tree is considered to be in the wrong place and she will consult with the residents with regard to thinning the tree out. 

6.2 – A resident also reported that in Brookfield Court there is the same problem. Residents are not able to keep clearing them. CM explained that there is a leaf cleansing programme and she will check if there is capacity to do extra cleansing in the area. 
7. Any Other Business
7.1 – ML reported that the handle to the shed of No 4 Brookfield Court was broken and needs replacing and all the sheds do require painting. NJ to report the repair and ask the repairs section if there are plans to paint the sheds. 

7.2 – No 16 Brookfield Court reported that the shower is very hot and hard to control. NJ to report.

7.3 – JK asked if there were any developments for the new Council Offices. NJ explained that there will be a decision made in spring next year. 

7.4 – Cllr Orson reported that no decision has been made and there are lots of ideas being considered. MS commented that MBC are changing the way in which it works and how customers access services. Cllr Orson stated that there are 4 sites being considered and consultants have been employed by MBC to carry out the research etc required. He said that MBC will have a head quarters and that his vision would be for other agencies to work alongside MBC at the HQ such as LCC. 

7.5 – A discussion took place regarding presentations about “Old Melton”. Arthur Payne was mentioned as being able to do them and Richard Holmes was another. Cllr Orson said he would check with Richard Holmes. 

8. Date & Time of next meeting

Thursday 8th January 2009, 5pm, Springfield Street Community Centre 
Springfield Residents Group

Minutes of Meeting Held on Thursday 2nd October 2008, 5pm

Springfield Street Community Centre

Present:
11 Residents of the area were joined by:

Barbara Hunt – Chair


Margaret Lawson – Vice Chair

Janet Keer – Treasurer

John Constable – Secretary
Natalie James - MBC


Maura Savage – MBC

Claire Matchett – MBC

Cllr Joe Orson

Tom Ponder – MBC Grounds Maintenance
_____________________________________________________________________

1. Apologies for Absence & Introductions

1.1 – Apologies for absence from Ronan Browne. 

1.2 - BH announced that this was the first meeting of the new committee and each member formally introduced themselves. 

2. Minutes of the last meeting
2.1 – Minutes were accepted as a true record.

3. Matters Arising 

3.1 – Item 4.3 on the previous minutes – the hedge on Brookfield Street is still very overgrown. MS stated that she would look into the matter. Trees in the court have become very overgrown. CM said she would deal with them. JK reported that she wrote a letter to MBC in June and she has not had a response.  BH thanked the grounds team for the work carried out on Springfield Street recently. 

3.2 – The committee reported that a quiz night was held and everyone had a really good time. Another one will be arranged. 

3.3 – Item 6.1 on the previous minutes – NJ stated that she had checked and it was OK for BH to be chair of the committee and an employee of MBC. 

3.4 – Item 6.5 on previous minutes – NJ asked if a new blind had been purchased. BH said not yet. The group agreed that a new one should be purchased. 

4. Constitution 

4.1 – NJ explained that since the new committee have now been chosen that the constitution for the group need to be looked at. The group read through this. 

4.2 - Cllr Orson suggested that section 3 needs to be changed from 12 members present at the AGM to 10 just in case not enough people show up. A discussion took place over this and the group all agreed that the constitution be changed to 10 persons to be present at the AGM. NJ will bring an updated copy for signing at the next meeting. 

5. Bank Account

5.1 – JK reported that there was £341.24 in the committee account. NJ stated that now the new committee are in place the names on the bank account need to be changed. JK will organise this. 

5.2 – a discussion then took place regarding those people who organise event at the centre having their own book keeping methods and anyone handling money should keep a book. NJ stated that was a good idea and that any money from events organised by the committee for the funds of the Springfield Residents Group should be put through the treasurer. 

6. Communal Area Sign

6.1 – BH reported that there had been problems with youth hanging around Springfield Street communal areas and tormenting residents on the ground floor and suggested a sign be put up to warn them off. MS asked if they knew who the children were, the group gave the details and MS said she would try and deal with via the conditions of tenancy and it was suggested the local beat officers could come along to the next meeting.

7. Grounds Maintenance

7.1 – CM introduced Tom Ponder, a team leader from the grounds maintenance team. CM explained that the team leaders would be present at the residents meetings to deal with queries directly. 

7.2 – It was mentioned that the bushes on the top car park on Brookfield Street were overgrown near the bins. CM noted this. 

8. Update on events

8.1 – BH mentioned the success of the quiz night and the committee agreed another one should be arranged. The idea of a table top sale was also discussed and a prize bingo to raise funds for the group and this can then go towards a Christmas Party for the residents. 

9. Any Other Business

9.1 – A complaint was made regarding a resident on Springfield Street using weights in a purpose built shed and that this was noisy. 

9.2 – Abandoned cars on Brookfield Court car park were reported and the registration numbers were given to MS who said she would pass onto the correct department. MS explained that parking issues were a problem because if the cars are taxed there is little MBC can do about it. 

10. Date and Time of next meeting

10.1 – Thursday 20th November 2008, 5pm at the Community Centre.

Springfield Street Residents Group

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

Thursday 14th August 2008, 5pm

Springfield Street Community centre

Present:

Joining the residents were:

Natalie James (MBC)

Cllr Joe Orson

Claire Matchett (MBC)

Joanne Toone (MBC)

_____________________________________________________________________
1. Introductions

NJ introduced herself for the benefit of new attendees and also introduced Joe Orson, Claire Matchett and Jo Toone. NJ explained that this is the first AGM the group has held and therefore there are no previous minutes so the last meetings minutes will be looked at instead. 

2. Apologies

Maura Savage, Ronan Browne, Janet Kerr
3. Jo Toone – Waste Management

3.1 - Jo introduced herself to the group and explained she was researching why customer satisfaction has gone down with the current waste collection and recycling scheme. Various comments were made by residents to help with the research. Jo then left the meeting. 

4. Minutes of the previous meeting/Matters arising

4.1 - Dog fowling is still al problem in Brookfield Court. The culprit lives on Mayfield Street. NJ to report to dog warden. 

4.2 - NJ commented that Fran Gibson, MBC’s sports officer, held a chair exercise class, however only 2 people turned up and therefore no more have been held. Residents commented that they didn’t know it was on and that those that did know were unable to make that particular session but did turn up the following week and waited half an hour but no-one turned up from MBC. NJ to ask Fran if the sessions can be set up again and advertised on a wider scale.

4.3 – Reports were made that a hedge on Brookfield Street was very over grown – it is in a tenants’ garden. NJ to report to Maura Savage.  A hedge at the top of Brookfield Court near No 1 needs attention. Weeds behind Springfield Street flats are overgrown in drying area. The area outside No 20 Springfield Street need seeding. CM will to deal with as necessary. 

5. Existing committee members stand down. 

5.1 – JO explained that as part of the AGM existing committee members stand down. He stated that Poppy has decided to stand down as chair permanently, Poppy confirmed this. 

5.2 – JO thanked Poppy and the current treasurer Janet Kerr for their hard work with the group. The group applauded their work. 

6. Election of Committee members

6.1 – JO asked for nominations for the position of Chair. Barbara Hunt and Janet Kerr were both nominated as chair and seconded. A ballot took place and Barbara was elected as Chair. JO wanted NJ to check that as an employee of MBC, she is able to stand as chair. NJ to ask Ronan Browne. 

6.2 – JO asked for nominations for the position of Vice Chair. Margaret Lawson and John Constable were both nominated and seconded. A ballot took place and Margaret Lawson was elected as Vice Chair. 

6.3 – JO asked for nominations for position of Secretary. John Constable was nominated and seconded and John accepted the position as secretary. 

6.4 – JO asked for nominations for position of Treasurer. Janet Kerr was nominated and seconded and elected as Treasurer. 

The new Chair Barbara Hunt took over the meeting. 

6.5 – It was agreed by the group that a new blind is purchased and fitted at the kitchen window in the community centre. There is a sale on at one of the shops in Melton and now might be a good opportunity to get a good deal. 

6.6 – NJ stated that a new constitution needs to be signed; NJ will bring this to the next meeting. 

7. Moving forward – Community Initiatives

7.1 – Ideas were discussed regarding fundraising event such as a quiz night and table top sale. This is to be discussed further at the next meeting. 

8. Any Other Business

None were raised.

9. Date and time of next meeting

Thursday 2 Oct 2008, 5pm – Springfield Street Community Centre

Springfield Residents Group

Minutes of Meeting Held on Thursday 3rd July 2008, 5pm

Springfield Community Centre

Present:

Joining 12 residents of Springfield Street were:

Poppy Cottel, Janet Kerr, Esie Wilmott, Cllr Joe Orson, Maura Savage, Natalie James, Fran Gibson, Ronan Browne

_____________________________________________________________________

1. Apologies: None recorded

2. Introductions

The group introduced themselves for the benefit of new members. Natalie James introduced herself as the new resident involvement officer and what her aims for the group are.

3. Minutes from the last meeting/Matter Arising

3.1 - 3 trees at the back of the centre require trimming, or corwn lifting. Tree Stump has still not been removed. Maura explained that solution had been used, NJ to check with Grounds Maintenance team. 

3.2 – High grass in the drying area of Springfield Street need cutting back. 

3.3 – The drying area at Brookfield Court has been cleaned once but no one been back since to continue this. 

3.4 – Dog fowling is a problem at the back on No 1 Brookfield Court. Natalie explained the dog warden’s procedure and that a stencil can be used. Natalie to report area to the dog warden.  

4. Sports Officer

4.1 – Fran Gibson introduced herself and her role within MBC. She is looking to set up a light exercise class that residents can do whilst sitting down. The group agreed to this and Fran set up the first session for Monday 1 June at 2pm. 

5. Repairs/Grounds Issues

5.1 - Problems with a Nottingham Road tenant using Springfield bins – MS has previously dealt with this but the situation has not stopped. MS will deal with as part of the conditions of tenancy.  

5.2 – Lids on bins at Brookfield Court have one broken and one missing. MS will e-mail waste management. 

5.3 – Verdant are not collecting rubbish that they drop when emptying the bins – it is leaving the area very messy. 

5.4 – A person in a red car in the area has been using the communal bins – MS to investigate. 

5.5 – Janet had explained that she had written a letter to the grounds team and she had had no response. MS said that there are still issues with the post but these will be ironed out. 

6. Digital aerials

6.1 - NJ explained the procedure of when the aerials were installed and asked if anyone at the meeting had no access to the aerial when it was first installed if so they would be reimbursed from the 1st April 2006 – until the day they had access. No one at the meeting was affected by this.  

7. Any Other Business

7.1 - Abandoned vehicle on Brookfield Court car park, a grey estate car with no tax on it. MS will e-mail the appropriate person. 

7.2 – A request was made to remove the gates at the drying area at No 1 Brookfield Court. 

7.3 – a report was made of a very overgrown hedge on Welby Lane. 

7.4 – Area outside No 20 Springfield Street needs to be grassed – used to have roses in the ground. 

7.5 – Grey bags to be ordered for No 1 Brookfield Court.  

8. Date and Time of next meeting. 

Thursday 14th August 2008 – 5pm – This will be the first AGM of the group. 

