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1.0 Foreword 
 

1.1 Foreword by the Leader of the Council 
 

In our modern, overcrowded world, our green spaces are becoming 
increasingly important: they provide an opportunity for people to 
enjoy peace and tranquillity; a chance for people to take some 
exercise and be more active; a venue in which people can get 
together with family and friends and a place where people can enjoy 
closer links to wildlife and the natural world.  
 

Melton Country Park is the largest and most important of the Borough’s open spaces, 
and its good management is of vital importance to ensure that the park continues to 
be held at the same level of high esteem in which we believe it is currently held by 
the people of the Borough. 
 
This management plan sets out the current management operations in place at the 
park, and outlines our visions and aims for the future. I hope that through the 
successful implementation of this plan, Melton Country Park will be able to delight 
and amuse generation after generation for many years to come. 
 
Cllr Malise Graham, Leader, Melton Borough Council 
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1.2 Foreword by the Chairman, Community and Social Affairs Committee 
 

As Chairman of the Community and Social Affairs Committee, I am 
delighted to have been asked to write a short forward to this, the first 
management plan for Melton Country Park. 
 
2007 saw some major changes in the Street Scene and Environment 
Section, including a restructure of the Environmental Maintenance 
Team, but I believe that the team is now in its best position yet to 

deliver on the aims and visions set out in this management plan.  
 
2008 – 2013 should be an exciting and challenging time for Melton Country Park, 
providing many opportunities for improvement, including a significant amount of grant 
funding to be spent on the provision of play equipment for older children, whilst 
retaining the features and attributes which make Melton Country Park such a popular 
place in the hearts and minds of the residents of the Borough of Melton.  
 
Cllr David Wright, Chairman, Community and Social A ffairs Committee 
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2.0 Introduction 
 
2.1 The Country Park 
 
Melton Country Park is an area of open space some 137 acres (55.5 hectares) in 
size, just 10 minutes walk from the centre of the attractive market town of Melton 
Mowbray. Major flooding of Scalford Brook in 1947, 1969 and 1975 seriously affected 
industrial and residential properties in the town and resulted in a detailed feasibility 
study being undertaken to investigate the options available to alleviate the problem.  
 
As a result of these investigations, it was decided to construct an embankment to 
impound any flood waters from Scalford Brook. The dam was built in 1989 – 1990, 
and the park was opened shortly after its completion. The dam now forms the 
centrepiece of a large area of informal and formal recreation areas, lakes and 
waterways, sports facilities, play areas, picnic areas, footpaths, and cycle tracks.  
 
Other facilities include a visitor centre and café, a bird hide, and ample car parking. 
The park is a valuable and important habitat for many different species of flora and 
fauna, including one of the largest colonies of Water Vole (Arvicola terrestris) in 
Leicestershire. The park is extremely popular with visitors from the Borough and 
further afield, and was recently short listed, along with 25 other locations nationwide, 
as one of the most romantic places in the country to have a picnic. 
 
2.2 The Management Plan 
 
This is effectively the first overall management plan which has been written for 
Melton Country Park. As such, this plan should be viewed as a starting point from 
which to further develop and improve the management of the park.  
 
This management plan has been written by the Technical Support Officer, of the 
Street Scene and Environment Section. 
 
This management plan operates within a complex system of other plans and policies 
including: 
 

·  Melton Community Strategy; 
·  Melton Borough Council Corporate and Best Value Performance Plan; 
·  Street Scene and Environment Service Plan. 

 
The document has been primarily designed to improve the maintenance of the park, 
but should also help visitors, staff and partner organisations to understand the 
Country Park and how it is run. The plan will outline Melton Borough Council’s long-
term vision for the park, describes how we plan to achieve this vision, and contains 
detailed information on the planned maintenance regime and a five-year project plan 
for the park.   
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3.0 Melton Country Park: A Vision for the Future 
 
Our long-term vision for Melton Country Park is to provide a varied, welcoming, safe, 
and well-maintained environment in which people of all ages and from all sectors of 
the community can enjoy both passive and active recreation and to encourage the 
enjoyment and appreciation of the natural environment. 
 
Aims 
 
1 To work to provide a safe and welcoming environment for all users of the park. 
 
2 To provide an accessible and quiet haven for the enjoyment of the countryside, 

whilst bringing together accessible examples of the local ecology and landscape. 
 
3 To provide a public open space where, as far as possible, the needs of wildlife 

are met whilst encouraging public access. 
 
4 To encourage, as far as possible, a wide variety of activities in the park which 

would be compatible with the other aims of the park. 
 
5 To encourage users of the park to undertake activities that will contribute towards 

their overall health and well being. 
 
6 To provide a high quality environment which will encourage visitors to Melton. 
 
7 To work with partners and community groups to encourage and develop 

appropriate uses of the park. 
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4.0 Site Description 
 

4.1 Features of Interest 
 

4.1.1 Scalford Brook Dam 
 
The centrepiece of Melton Country Park is Scalford Brook Dam, which also forms the 
most important part of the flood alleviation scheme. The embankment of the dam is 
350m long, and 6m higher than the original river bank level. At the centre of the 
valley, up to 4m of excavation was required to achieve a suitable foundation. The 
newly created landscape was extensively planted and remodelled, with a network of 
footpaths designed around the dam. The outlet for the dam is controlled from under 
the brick chamber which can be seen on the top of the dam. Inside the chamber is a 
throttle plate which can be opened or closed to control the quantity of water flooding 
through the dam into the stream and lake on the downstream side of the dam. 
 
4.1.2 The Old Railway Line 
 
The old railway line between Melton and Scalford was built between 1879 and 1880, 
and formed part of the longer Great Northern and London North West Joint Railway. 
The line closed in 1953, and the former railway line now forms a footpath which leads 
into the centre of the park. Since its closure, the railway line has been colonised by a 
wide variety of animal and plant species. The railway appears to have a hedgerow 
along either side of it, but this is actually a self-set form of scrubland habitat. Plants 
which can be found within this scrubland include Bird's Foot Trefoil, Hope Trefoil, 
Clover, Colt's Foot, St John's Wort, Ragwort and Toadflax. The hedges consist 
mainly of Hawthorn trees with some Buckthorn, Bramble and Dog Rose growing in 
between. At the bottom of the embankment, a totally different type of ecosystem can 
be seen, with wetland plants such as Meadow Sweet and Willow in evidence. 
 
4.1.3 Points of Historical Interest 
 
The area around Melton has a long and varied history of human habitation, and much 
evidence of this can be found in the park. The countryside around Melton was formed 
during the last Ice Age, roughly ten thousand years ago, and the soil in the area is 
made up of clay deposits left behind from the glaciers of that time. The first 
settlement in the area appears to have been a pre-Roman farm or settlement 
surrounded by a defensive ditch. At some time in the 2nd Century a Roman farmstead 
was established here, and indeed Roman remains were found in the vicinity of the 
present day Visitor Centre on an archaeological dig in 1989 - 1991. Following Roman 
settlement of the area, Saxon invaders developed the system of Ridge and Furrow 
agriculture, which can still be seen in the picnic area in front of the visitor centre, and 
in many of the fields in the surrounding areas. The next big change in the landscape 
came with the Enclosure Act of 1760, which created the "traditional" landscape of 
fields and hedges we can see today.  
 
4.1.4 Water and Wetland 
 
The building of the dam essentially created three stretches of open water: a large, 
central lake upstream of the dam, a smaller downstream lake below the dam, and a 
small upstream lake above the weir. These lakes, apart from providing an attractive 
focal point, also provide valuable habitats for plants and wildlife. All of the plants that 
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can be seen around the lakes are self-seeded, and thrive in the wetland areas 
created by the lakes. The most striking plant which can be seen around the banks is 
the rush species Juncas, which dominates the waters edge. Other plants which can 
be seen in the wetland areas include Water Forget-me-not, Watermint, Figwort, 
Gipsywort, Brooklime, Reedmace (also known as Bullrush) and great Willowherb. 
 
The lakes and waterways of the park also play host to a great variety of water birds. 
Common species to be seen include the Tufted Duck, Mallard, Little Grebe, Great 
Crested Grebe, Coot, Moorhen, Ruddy Duck, Mute Swan and the Grey Heron. Less 
common, but also frequently seen are the Shoveler Duck, Teal, Pochard, Wigeon, 
Greylag and Canada Goose. In the winter, various different types of Gull can also be 
seen on the lakes.  
 
As well as birds, the lakes and ponds in the park are home to some species of newt, 
including the Great Crested Newt, and the downstream lake has one of the largest 
colonies of Water Vole (Arvicola terrestris) in Leicestershire. 
 
The wetland areas around the lakes also provide a valuable habitat for other kinds of 
bird, including Snipe and Reed Bunting. In the summer, Willow Warblers and other 
small birds can be found in abundance in these wetlands. Wetland habitats are often 
in short supply in other parts of the country, so these wetland areas are particularly 
important. 
 
Fishing is currently prohibited under the Country Park byelaws. This is due to the fact 
that the Country Park is host to a large water vole population. However, a water vole 
survey will be undertaken in 2009, which will identify whether the byelaws can be 
relaxed. 
 
4.1.5 Woodland 
 
There are several large areas of woodland in the Country Park, including formally 
and informally planted areas, tree pens, and focal points such as the Oak Tree 
Avenue and EU Tree Circle. The area of woodland close to the visitor centre contains 
a newly created Woodland Walk. 
 
4.1.6 Footpaths/Cycle Paths 
 
The Country Park is criss-crossed by various footpaths, including, at the southern 
end of the park, tarmac paths which are fully wheelchair accessible, and, in the 
northern end of the park, access paths. Various public footpaths also cross the park, 
including the Jubilee Way, a fifteen and a half mile (24.9km) walk from Melton 
Mowbray into the picturesque Vale of Belvoir. National Cycle Way 64, which runs 
from Market Harborough in south Leicestershire to Lincoln, also crosses the park at 
its southern end.  
 
There are several short walks of interest in the park, including a Wildlife Walk, a 
Woodland Walk, the Oak Tree Avenue, and the newly created Walks for Health 
scheme. 
 
4.1.7 Visitor Centre/Café 
 
The current visitor centre was built in 1991 and has undergone many changes in its 
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short history. It is currently used as a community café, and is open seven days a 
week throughout the summer and from Tuesday - Sunday in the winter. A number of 
exhibition boards are on display in the café which provide information about the park 
and its flora and fauna, and there is a large exhibition/meeting room attached to the 
Visitor Centre which is regularly used as a meeting room for local voluntary 
organisations. There are plans, subject to obtaining grant funding, to transform the 
visitor centre, with improved toilet facilities, better disabled access, and an altered 
facade more in keeping with the surroundings. (See appendix 10.6 for more 
information) 
 
4.1.8 Grassland/Grassed Areas 
 
The majority of the Country Park is made up of grassland and grassed areas, which 
serve several different purposes. At the southern end of the park, the grassed areas 
are formally maintained and used for sports and formal recreation, while the grassed 
areas towards the northern end of the park are slightly wilder in appearance, and are 
designed for more informal recreational use and for conservation purposes. The 
grass at the northern end of the park is maintained in such a way so as to encourage 
diversity, and plants which can be seen include Buttercups, Thistles, Sorrel, 
Dandelion and Cow Parsley. These types of environment are popular with birds such 
as the Skylark and butterflies such as the Meadow Brown and Skipper. 
 
4.1.9 Hedgerows 
 
There are over 3.4km of hedgerow in the Country Park, most of which consist of 
hawthorn and blackthorn bushes. Growing amongst these thorn hedgerows are other 
plant species such as Dog Rose and Elder. Although there are very low levels of light 
at the bottom of the hedges, several plants, such as Ivy, Aerum Lilies, Brambles, 
Garlic Mustard and Violets thrive in this environment, and provide a dramatic 
difference in the variety of plant life found in the park.  
 
The hedgerows form a vital ‘corridor’ for wildlife to use, and as such are one of the 
most important wildlife habitats in the park. It is thought that as many as thirty-two 
different species of birds use the hedgerows, including Blackbirds, Sparrows, Blue 
Tits and Robins, and they also provide a home for many small mammals such as 
mice and shrews. 
 
Hedgerows are one of the most valuable nature reserves in the country, and some 
have been proved to be over 1000 years old. The oldest hedges are usually parish 
boundaries and are often all that is left of the forest that once covered the whole of 
the lowland British Isles. 
 
4.1.10 Play Areas 
 
Melton Country Park is the Borough’s largest and most visited play site, and plays a 
major role in the Council’s Play Strategy 2007 – 2012. Several areas dedicated to 
formal play can be found in the Country Park, including a small play area next to the 
visitor centre, a large play area at the southern end of the park, and scattered play 
equipment for more adventurous play. 
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4.1.10.1 Visitor Centre Play Area 
  

The Visitor Centre Play Area is a small enclosed play area adjacent to the 
Visitor Centre. 

  
Its play equipment consists of: 
 

·  Mound Slide;  
·  Multiplay House/Slide;  
·  Seesaw;  
·  Horse Spring.  

 
The site is best suited to 3 - 8 year olds 
 
4.1.10.2 Scalford Brook Play Area 

  
Scalford Brook Play Area is a small, enclosed play area, situated in the south-
eastern part of the park. 

  
Its play equipment consists of: 

 
·  Tower/Rotator;  
·  Climbing Wall;  
·  Junior Swing;  
·  Log Multiplay;  
·  Lion Spring;  
·  Turtle Spring;  
·  Cradle Swing;  
·  Junior Swing;  
·  Log Tower/Slide.  

 
The site is best suited to 3 - 10 year olds. 
 
4.1.10.3 Multi-Use Games Area 
 
In 2009, a multi-use games area (MUGA) will be installed in the southern part 
of the park, close to Scalford Brook Play area and the football pitches. The 
installation of a MUGA in every part of the Borough was and identified aim in 
the Council’s Play Strategy 2007 – 2012. The construction of a MUGA in 
Melton Country Park will hopefully provide a “destination” playground, offering 
opportunities for freely chosen play for all young people between the ages of 0 
and 16. In conjunction with a youth shelter which is likely to be built next to the 
site, the MUGA can also be used to host a series of organised activities for 
young people. 

 
4.1.11 Sports Facilities 
 
Apart from the large grassed areas, which provide ample opportunity for users to play 
spontaneous sport, Melton Country Park has three designated football pitches, and a 
small pavilion which provides changing facilities, showers and toilets. These football 
pitches are well utilised by local football teams, and provide a good source of 
revenue for the Council.  
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The Country Park is also used as a venue for large-scale local sporting events, such 
as cross country races. 
 
4.1.12 Allotments 
 
Two small areas of the park have been made into allotments: Redwood Avenue (15 
plots) and Doctors Lane (56 plots), which are rented out to interested tenants. These 
allotments provide valuable revenue for the Council, and are becoming increasingly 
popular with local residents. There is not currently an Allotment User Group, although 
there is an allotment competition which takes place in June or July each year. 
 
4.1.13 Redwood Avenue Flood Retention Area 
 
A small area of the park, next to the Redwood Avenue Allotments, is designed as a 
flood retention area to attenuate any flooding which may occur. The retention area 
itself is periodically maintained by Melton Borough Council, whilst the sewerage 
pipes underneath the site are maintained by Severn Trent Water 
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5.0 Management 
 
5.1 Management Structure 
 
Melton Country Park is the only site of its kind and size managed by Melton Borough 
Council. The management of the Country Park was previously undertaken jointly by 
the Social and Economic Development Section and the Street Scene and 
Environment Section, but following a service redesign in 2007, the management of 
the park is now the sole responsibility of the Street Scene and Environment Section.  
 
The Council also works closely with the Friends of Melton Country Park group, which 
was formed following a public meeting in November 2003. The constitution and terms 
of reference for the group can be found in appendix 10.5.  
 
The table below shows the management structure of the Street Scene and 
Environment section: 
 

 
5.2 Resources/Budget Information 
 
Revenue funding for Open Spaces in the Borough of Melton for the financial year 
2008/2009 amounted to £327,530 (see appendix 10.9 for more information). A further 
£11,805 of funding was also made available in 2007/08 through the Friends of Melton 
Country Park from the Asfordby Mine Grant, administered by Leicestershire County 
Council. 
 
A wide range of tools and equipment are owned by the Council to be used in the 
maintenance of the Country Park. This equipment is securely stored either in the 

  Head of Street 
Scene & 

Environment 
(HSSE) 

&  
Technical 

Support Officer 
(TSO) 

  

Waste 
Management 

Team 
 

Principal 
Assistant 

(Environment) 
(PAE) 

 
Environmental 

Services Officer  
(1.5fte) (ESO) 

 
Contract Admin 
Officer (CAO) 

 
Pest Control 

Officer (PCO) 
 

Education & 
Recycling 

Officer 
(Verdant) (ERO) 

 
 
 

 

Asset 
Management/Maintenance 

 
 

Strategic Regeneration & 
Projects Officer (SRPO) 

 
Asset Management Officer 

(AMO) 
 

Property Maintenance Officer 
(PMO) 

 
Technician (0.5fte) (T) 

 
Car Park Attendants (Service 

Level Agreement with 
Harborough DC) (CPA) 

 
Caretaking Service (C) 

 
 Office Cleaners (OC) 

 
Public Convenience Service 

(PCS) 

 Corporate 
Health & 
Safety 

 
Health and 
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Advisor 
(HAS) 
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Environmental 
Maintenance Team 

 
Environmental 
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Depot Administration 
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Team Leaders  
(4.0 fte) (TL) 

 
General Operatives 

(5.0 fte) (GO) 
 

Modern Apprentices 
 (3.0 fte) (MA) 

 
Cemetery 

Superintendent (CS) 
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Council’s Environmental Maintenance Depot, or in other secure locations. 
 
In addition to time spent on site by Council staff and contractors, a significant amount 
of work is undertaken by volunteers. For example, in 2007, volunteers from the 
Friends of Melton Country Park Group completed improvement works at the play 
area next to the visitor centre, and created the Woodland Walk, and a team from the 
Probation Service worked to improve the bird hide. Volunteers from the Melton 
Vineyard organisation also regularly volunteered to complete improvement work in 
the park. 
 
The Council also occasionally receives requests from members of the public who 
wish to install commemorative benches, and in order to increase the number of 
memorial benches on the site, the scheme will be better promoted by writing to local 
undertakers and advertising in the Cemeteries leaflet. The memorial scheme will also 
be extended to include trees and plants. Revenue is also gained from the rent of 
allotments on the site, and from the hire of sports pitches.  
 
5.3 Access 
 
The main access to the Country Park is via the car park at to the Visitor Centre, but 
there are also access points with car parking at the Willow Drive and Doctors Lane 
entrances to the park. There are various access points via footpaths, and numerous 
other access points via residential areas. The northern part of the park leads directly 
out into the countryside, and links to the longer Jubilee Way footpath, while the 
southern part of the park leads to the centre of the town. The car parks are open 
twenty-four hours a day, 365 days a year. 
 
There are two designated disabled parking spaces in the car park next to the Visitor 
Centre, and both the toilets and Visitor Centre have disabled access. Unfortunately, 
due to the nature of the terrain in the park, wheelchair and pushchair access can be 
difficult, although the paths in the southern part of the park are wider and better-
surfaced, making them more suitable for wheelchair users. 
 
Cycle racks are provided in the Visitor Centre car park, and cycling is allowed over all 
sections of the park. 
 
Open access exists over most of the Country Park, although access to some areas is 
discouraged by planting to allow wildlife and conservation areas to thrive. Some 
areas of the park are inaccessible to dogs, and the riding of horses is prohibited 
throughout the park.  
 
5.4 Health, Safety and Security 
 
Inspections of the site are regularly carried out to ensure that a safe and secure 
environment is provided for visitors to the Park. Obvious faults with benches, signs, 
fences, litter bins, stiles, pathways and other items are identified routinely by 
management and maintenance operations, or are notified to the Council by visitors to 
the park or by the Friends of Melton Country Park Group.  
 
Inspections of the play areas are regularly carried out either by a suitably 
experienced Grounds Maintenance Operative, or by Zurich Risk Services, and any 
defects are notified to the Council’s Health and Safety Advisor. 
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It is proposed that an annual inspection of benches, litter and dog bins, picnic tables, 
bollards, barriers, fences, bridges, pathways and stepping stones is undertaken to 
discover and report any major defects and to add any required maintenance work to 
the schedules. 
 
It is also proposed that the trees in the park are regularly inspected by suitably 
qualified professionals, in line with the proposed tree surveys due to take place 
throughout the Borough. 
 
Melton Country Park is very popular with dog walkers, but the high level of dog 
fouling in the park remains a concern for visitors. There are numerous dog bins in the 
park, and these bins are emptied two or three times a week. New Enforcement Laws 
have made it easier for members of the public to report incidences of dog fouling, 
litter and fly-tipping, and it is hoped that these new measures will reduce the level of 
dog fouling in the Country Park. (See appendix 10.8) 
 
Risk assessments are completed for all operations carried out in the Country Park 
which involve a level of risk. Risk assessments have recently been completed for 
accessing and working on the island within the Country Park Lake. 
 
Anti-social behaviour in the park is of particular concern to visitors and local 
residents, and in an attempt to reduce occurrences; better liaison between the 
Community Safety Officer, Anti-Social Behaviour Officer and the local police is 
proposed. 
 
5.5 Sustainability 
 
Melton Borough Council recognises the responsibility it has towards the local 
environment. The Council has developed a Climate Change Strategy, and has 
already implemented A Guide to Sustainable Procurement. The Street Scene and 
Environment Section Service Plan 2008/09 identifies “providing a Cleaner and 
Greener environment” as one of the key priorities of the service, and endeavours:  
 

·  “To provide an example of good environmental practice to the community, 
local authorities, industry and the Waste Management profession” 

·  “To promote the principle of sustainable communities” 
·  “To develop and implement practical implementation plans to mitigate the 

affects of climate change” 
 
The management of the Country Park plays a key role in delivering this objective, 
and endeavours to do so in the following ways:  
 

·  Grass cuttings and light brash from the park are taken to a local farm to be 
composted. Heavier brash is chipped or left in small habitat piles in the park. 

·  A mini-recycling site is situated in the car park next to the Visitor Centre, 
enabling visitors and local residents to separate their waste for recycling. 

 
In order to further reduce the impact on the environment, the following changes are 
also proposed: 
 

·  Produce a policy on the use of pesticides in the park to investigate ways to 
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reduce their use. 
·  Ensure that in future all new benches, signs, materials and equipment are 

purchased in line with the Council’s Guide To Sustainable Procurement. 
·  Investigate the feasibility of installing a solar panel at the Visitor Centre, to 

provide renewable energy to heat the water. 
 
5.6 Consultation 
 
A user survey was carried out in 2001 (the results of which can be seen in appendix 
10.7) which showed that, overall, most visitors to the park found the facilities either 
good or satisfactory. Following this survey, a number of bins were replaced, sections 
of pathway were upgraded and some new benches were installed. This survey was 
carried out by the summer wardens working in the park, and only a very small 
number of visitors were questioned (190). It is proposed that a further survey is 
undertaken in 2009, with a view to obtaining the views of a larger number of people. 
 
Members of the public and visitors to the park are welcome to provide their views on 
the Country Park at any time either by calling the Customer Service centre at Melton 
Borough Council, by taking their views to the Friends of Melton Country Park, or by 
emailing or writing to the Council directly. 
 
5.7 Community Involvement 
 
Melton Borough Council recognises the value the Country Park has as a community 
asset, and welcomes the views and input of the local community in managing the 
park.  
 
The Visitor Centre, in particular, is a focus of community involvement, with its 
exhibition room used by local groups (Friends of Melton Country Park, VISTA - a 
support group for visually impaired people - and Wildlife Watch) as a meeting space. 
The park is also used by local Scouts and Cubs, an Angling Club, local football 
teams and is well-used by other community groups for events such as cross country 
races.  
 
A Compact Agreement between Melton Borough Council and the Friends of Melton 
Country Park group was signed in December 2007, which provides clarification on 
the roles of Melton Borough Council and the Friends of Melton Country Park.  
 
The park is also regularly used by the Groundwork Trust Leicester and Leicestershire 
to host a working party. Working parties have carried out extensive work on the tree 
pens close to the visitor centre, and in 2009/10 plan to do the following: 
 
·  Widening the footbridge in the woodland walk; 
·  Reed bed management in front of the bird hide;  
·  Clearing the steam banks by the sports pitches;  
·  Tree pen fence removal; 
·  Willow coppicing by the lake edge;  
·  Railway meadow - cutting and raking grass;  
·  Railway embankment - cutting back overhanging vegetation;  
·  Installing picnic tables by the visitor centre and in the tree pen near the visitor 

centre; 
·  Strimming nettles on woodland walk; 
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The Community Group Melton in Bloom has also chosen to use the park as part of 
their campaign to win the prestigious “In Bloom” award in 2009. Two projects are 
underway, the first to rejuvenate the existing Sensory Garden, and the second is to 
plant a new bed at the bottom of the Oak Tree Avenue, with a Coronation theme. 
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5.8 User Zones 
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The outline zones will be: 
 
·  Wildlife Zones (coloured beige on the plan above); 
·  Information Recreation Zones (coloured green on the plan above); 
·  Formal Recreation Zones (coloured blue on the plan above). 
 
5.8.1 Wildlife Zone Objectives: 
 
·  To encourage a variety of locally native species and habitats. Priority will be given 

to those highlighted in the Leicestershire and Rutland Biodiversity Action Plan; 
·  The introduction of species of proven ecological benefit only; 
·  To create areas of minimal disturbance to create wildlife havens; 
·  To carefully position seating and pathways so as to allow for public enjoyment of 

the area with the minimum disturbance to the wildlife and habitats; 
·  To create well-defined paths to create wildlife havens; 
·  To create points of interest which allow visitors to appreciate the natural world. 
 
5.8.2 Informal Recreation Zone Objectives: 
 
·  To provide the maximum possible public access; 
·  To provide facilities suitable for informal relaxation such as seats, benches and 

bins; 
·  To provide easy entry via wide stone paths; 
·  To maintain the grassed areas with a short sward to allow for informal recreation; 
·  To, where possible, enhance the biodiversity of the park; 
·  To not provide facilities for regular formal team sports. 
 
5.8.3 Formal Recreation Zone Objectives  
 
·  To provide facilities and equipment to encourage an active lifestyle; 
·  To provide play equipment and facilities for all age groups; 
·  To provide access throughout the area using a mix of smooth paths and 

maintained areas; 
·  To provide facilities for formal team sports. 
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6.0 Promotion and Marketing 
 
Melton Country Park is a popular and well-visited facility in the Borough. Information 
regarding the Country Park is available on the Council’s website 
(www.melton.gov.uk) and also on the community website www.meltononline.co.uk, 
the content of which is regularly updated by the Friends of Melton Country Park 
group. Further website coverage is supplied through the Best of Melton Mowbray 
website (http://www.thebestof.co.uk/local/melton-mowbray) and the Go Leicestershire 
website (www.goleicestershire.co.uk) 
 
Although Melton Borough Council recognises that an influx of visitors could have a 
detrimental effect on the wildlife and ecology of the park, it is also keen to better 
promote the park both within the Borough and further afield. The content of the 
Melton Borough Council website was greatly improved following a website redesign 
in late 2008, and now provides more useful and detailed information about the park. 
It is proposed that a new series of leaflets are developed to promote the park, 
including ones that relate specifically to the wildlife and heritage of the park. The 
signage in the park needs improving, with more detailed information boards 
displayed throughout the park, and more information displayed in the Visitor Centre.  
 
It is also proposed that the park is promoted as a venue for activities such as 
conservation work, themed or guided walks and other community events. 



Page 23 of 86  

7.0 Management Aims 
 
Aim One – to work to provide a safe and welcoming e nvironment for all users of the 
park 
 

Improved 
vehicular access 
to the park 

·  Instigate a one-way system in the car park next to the visitor centre to 
improve the environment for users of the visitor centre picnic benches. 

·  Improve the appearance of the car parks on the eastern side of the 
park by maintaining the access roads to a higher standard, cutting 
back the hedges, and reducing fly tipping, to encourage use. 

Improved Visitor 
Centre and 
Exhibition Space 

·  Apply for funding in order to carry out the planned improvements to 
the Visitor Centre (see appendix 10.6) 

·  Update the information boards currently on display in the café. 
·  Investigate the possibility of using the exhibition room as a place to 

display temporary exhibitions. 

Improved toilet 
facilities 

·  Monitor the regular cleaning routine for the toilets at the Visitor Centre 
·  Apply for funding in order to carry out the planned improvements to 

the Visitor Centre (see appendix 10.6) 
Improved liaison 
between local 
Police and 
Council Officers 

·  Open a dialogue between the Street Scene and Environment Section, 
Community Safety Officer, Anti-Social behaviour Officer and Local 
Police Beat Officers 

Improve disabled 
access to the 
park 

·  Undertake a disabled access audit of the park within the next 12 
months to investigate the possibility of opening up more areas of the 
park to disabled users. 

Improved 
signage and 
information 
boards 
throughout the 
park 

·  Ensure that the locations of all signs and information boards are 
clearly understood and located on the GIS mapping system. 

·  Ensure that the cleansing and maintenance of the information boards 
are added to the Environmental Maintenance Schedules. 

·  Investigate the possibility of securing funding to update, replace and 
improve the information signs in the park, including having more 
information boards identifying species and places of interest, and 
information of ecological or historical interest. 

Improve the 
profile and value 
of the park by 
qualifying for a 
Green Flag 
Award 

·  Submit an application for a Green Flag Award 

 
Aim Two  - to provide an accessible and quiet haven for the en joyment of the 
countryside, whilst bringing together accessible ex amples of the local ecology and 
landscape 
 
Improved signage ·  Ensure that the locations of all signs and information boards are 
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and information 
boards throughout 
the park 

clearly understood and located on the GIS mapping system. 
·  Ensure that the cleansing and maintenance of the information 

boards are added to the Environmental Maintenance Schedules. 
·  Investigate the possibility of securing funding to update, replace 

and improve the information signs in the park, including having 
more information boards identifying species and places of interest, 
and information of ecological or historical interest. 

Improved visitor 
centre and 
exhibition/information 
space 

·  Apply for funding in order to carry out the planned improvements 
to the Visitor Centre (see appendix 10.6) 

·  Update the information boards currently on display in the café. 
·  Investigate the possibility of using the exhibition room as a place 

to display temporary exhibitions. 
Provide a scheme of 
self-guided/guided 
walks to highlight the 
local ecology and 
landscape 

·  Produce a series of leaflets which detail walks around the park 
highlighting different characteristics such as flora and fauna 

·  Investigate the possibility of involving volunteers in providing a 
programme of guided walks. 

Ensure clear user 
zones are 
designated to allow 
for quiet 
haven/contemplation 
in certain areas of 
the park 

·  Designate clear user zones in the park 

Ensure 
planting/wildlife 
schemes are 
compatible with local 
ecology 

·  Ensure that any new planting schemes are compatible with the 
local ecology, consulting experts if necessary 

Improve the benches 
and picnic tables 

·  Apply for funding in order to instigate a programme of replacement 
for benches and picnic tables. 

·  Produce a five-year repairs and maintenance programme based 
on the programme of work on benches as identified in Appendix 
10.2 

Improve the facilities 
to view the local 
wildlife 

·  Apply for funding in order to construct a second bird hide on the 
opposite side of the lake to the current bird hide. 

 
Aim Three - to provide a public open space where, a s far as possible, the needs of 
wildlife are met whilst encouraging public access 
 

Encourage wildlife 
into the park 

·  Obtain advice from consultants or suitably qualified professionals 
on ways to encourage wildlife into the park, to build on the results 
of previous studies undertaken in the past. 

·  Ensure that any maintenance work or planned improvements take 
into account the needs of the local wildlife. 
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·  Produce a management plan to manage the Great Crested Newt 
Populations in the park. 

Encourage a sense 
of ownership of the 
local wildlife in the 
local community 

·  Work closely with local wildlife groups to encourage community 
involvement and possible volunteering. 

·  Organise events for children or young people to attend, to 
encourage an interest in the local wildlife. 

Improve the facilities 
from which to view 
the local wildlife 

·  Apply for funding in order to construct a second bird hide on the 
opposite side of the lake. 

Increase the 
knowledge base of 
visitors and local 
residents 

·  Increase the number of information boards within the park and in 
the visitor centre. 

·  Produce leaflets providing information on the wildlife which can be 
found in the park. 

Encourage viewing of 
the wildlife whilst 
maintaining a 
distance between 
visitors and wildlife 
which is conducive to 
the needs of the 
wildlife 

·  Ensure that all footpaths are well-maintained, thereby encouraging 
visitors to stay on way marked paths from which they can view the 
wildlife without disturbing it. 

·  Ensure that some areas of the park are left to develop naturally in 
order to create wildlife havens. 

·  Designate clear user zones in the park. 

Investigate the 
possibility of having 
the park designated 
a Local Nature 
Reserve 

·  Investigate the criteria necessary to enable the Country Park to be 
designated as a Local Nature Reserve, and, if appropriate, work 
towards this over the five-year length of the Management Plan. 

Investigate the 
possibility of having 
the park designated 
a Site of Special 
Scientific Interest 

·  Investigate the criteria necessary to enable the Country Park to be 
designated as a Site of Special Scientific Interest, and, if 
appropriate, work towards this over the five-year length of the 
Management Plan. 

 
Aim Four - to encourage, as far as possible, a wide  variety of activities in the park 
which would be compatible with the other aims of th e park 
 

Encourage the 
current activities 
undertaken in the 
park 

·  Create designated user zones within the park, with the southern 
area used for formal activities, and the northern area for informal 
activities or as quiet wildlife haven. 

·  Improve the play equipment in the southern part of the park. 
·  Improve the pavilion and sporting facilities. 
·  Ensure that current way marked walks such as the Walks for 

Health schemes and Oak Tree avenue are well-maintained and 
properly implemented. 

Encourage new 
activities to take 
place in the park 

·  Encourage local community groups to use the park and visitor 
centre for a wide variety of uses. 

·  Undertake a professional survey on the water vole population in 
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the downstream lake to see if it is viable to relax the bylaws on 
fishing. 

·  Produce a series of self-guided walks to provide interest for 
visitors. 

 
Aim Five - to encourage users of the park to undert ake activities that will contribute 
towards their overall health and well being 
 

Provide an 
environment which 
encourages visitors 
and local residents to 
increase their level of 
physical activity 

·  Provide more walking routes such as the Walks for Health 
scheme. 

·  Continue to encourage uses of the park which encourage physical 
activity such as the Senior Citizens Walks organised by Melton 
Borough Council’s Sports Development Team. 

·  Improve the amount of cycling which takes place in the park by 
improving the signage and publicising the routes more. 

·  Work closely with Leicestershire Country Council to encourage 
their Safe Route to School Scheme which passes through the 
park. 

·  Ensure that pathways and access routes are well-maintained and 
route marked to encourage use. 

 
Aim Six – to provide a high quality environment whi ch will encourage visitors to Melton 
 
Improved 
maintenance 

·  Implement a new maintenance plan as described in section 8.0 
and ensure that this is adhered to. 

Improved marketing 
and publicity 

·  Ensure that the park is well publicised by encouraging the use of 
positive stories in the local press, increasing and improving the 
content of the website, and improving the quality and number of 
leaflets and literature that is produced about the park. 

·  Ensure that the park is well promoted by local and national 
tourism information offices. 

·  Undertake a further User Survey to ensure that the needs of 
visitors are being met. 

 
Aim Seven - to work with partners and community gro ups to encourage and develop 
appropriate uses of the park 
 

Encourage 
consultation between 
Melton Borough 
Council and local 
community groups 

·  Undertake consultation on any major future developments of the 
park. 

·  Undertake a further User Survey to ensure that the needs of 
visitors are being met. 

·  Work closely with the Friends of Melton Country Park Group on 
any future developments. 

·  Ensure that the Compact agreement between Melton Borough 
Council and the Friends of Melton Country Park Group is adhered 
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to. 

Encourage 
partnership work 
between Melton 
Borough Council and 
local community 
groups and users 

·  Encourage the use of volunteers in the maintenance and 
development of the park. 

·  Actively promote the Country Park as a venue for local community 
groups to utilise. 

·  Produce Customer Comment Cards, which can then be left in the 
Visitor Centre and Café to encourage dialogue between users of 
the park and the Council. 
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8.0 Five-Year Project Plan 
 

Five year projects plan. Start year 2009 Five year management operations plan. Start year 20 09 

Aim Project Title Years with active priority Aim Pr oject Title 

R
es

ou
rc

es
 

(f
or

 K
ey

, 
se

e 
en

d 
of

 ta
bl

e)
 

Activity by Month Progress/ Comments 

   1 2 3 4 5      J F M A M J J A S O N D  

1 
To work to provide a safe and welcoming environment  for 
all users of the park 1 To work to provide a safe and welcoming environme nt for all users of the park 

ST 

EB 1a 
Improve the 
vehicular access to 
the park 

          

1a(i) 

Instigate a better 
system of traffic 
management in the 
Visitor Centre car park 
to improve the 
environment for users 
of the visitor centre 
picnic areas 

AF 
                        

Proposed new design has been 
drawn up by the Friends of Melton 
Country Park. These plans are  
being discussed, and potential 
costs calculated. 

                                           

ST 

AF    

          

1a(ii) 

Investigate the 
possibility of tarmacing 
the car park at the 
Visitor Centre XC                         

  

                                           

   

          

1a(iii) 

Investigate the 
possibility of 
increasing the 
available space in the 
Visitor Centre car park 
by opening up the 
space to the north of 
the center for coach 
parking 

ST 

                        

  

                                           

EB                         

ST                         

                         

                         

   

          

1a(iv) 

Improve the 
appearance of the car 
parks on the eastern 
side of the park by 
maintaining the 
access roads, 
improving signage, 
cutting back the 
hedges and removing 
fly-tips.                          

  

                                           

GF 
1b 

Improve the Visitor 
Centre and 
Exhibition Space 

          

1b(i) 

Apply for funding in 
order to carry out the 
planned improvements 
to the Visitor Centre 
(see appendix 10.6) 

ST 
                        

  

                                           

ST 
   

          

1b(ii) 

Produce information 
boards on the Roman 
Artefacts found in the 
park to display in the 
Visitor Centre 

AF 
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Five year projects plan. Start year 2009 Five year management operations plan. Start year 20 09 

Aim Project Title Years with active priority Aim Pr oject Title 

R
es

ou
rc

es
 

(f
or

 K
ey

, 
se

e 
en

d 
of

 ta
bl

e)
 

Activity by Month Progress/ Comments 

   1 2 3 4 5      J F M A M J J A S O N D  

ST 
   

          

1b(iii) 

Investigate the 
possibility of using the 
exhibition room as a 
place to display 
temporary exhibitions 

EB 
                        

  

                                           
                        

                        

                        

                        

1c 
Improve the toilet 
facilities 

          

1c(i) 
Monitor the regular 
cleaning of the toilets 
at the visitor centre 

ST 

                        

  

                                           
GF 

   
          

1c(ii) See 1b(i) 
ST                         

  

                                           

                        

                        

                        

1d 
Improve the liaison 
between local Police 
and Council Officers 

          

1d(i) 

Open a dialogue 
between the Street 
Scene and 
Environment Section, 
Community Safety 
Officer, Anti-Social 
Behaviour Officer and 
Local Police Beat 
Officers 

ST 

                        

Better communication between the 
Police and the Street Scene and  
Environment section is already 
taking place, as of June 2009.  

                                           
ST 
EB 1e 

Improve the disabled 
access to the park 

          

1e(i) 
Undertake a disabled 
access audit of the 
park XC                         

Richard Pearson has requested 
quotes for DDA audits of all Council 
properties, including the Country 
Park. 

                                           

1f 

Improve the signage 
and information 
boards throughout 
the park 

          

1f(i) 

Update the GIS 
mapping system so 
that the location of all 
information boards 
and signs are included 

ST 

                        

Delayed as a result of the fire (no 
access to GIS for many months 
after the fire) 

                                           

   

          

1f(ii) 

Add the cleansing and 
maintenance of 
information boards 
and signs to the 
environmental 
maintenance 
schedules 

ST 

                        

Dependent on the above  

                                           

1g 

Improve the profile 
and value of the park 
by applying for a 
Green Flag Award           

1g(i) 

Contact the Green 
Flag organisation to 
arrange for a "mock" 
judging to take place 

ST 
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Five year projects plan. Start year 2009 Five year management operations plan. Start year 20 09 

Aim Project Title Years with active priority Aim Pr oject Title 

R
es

ou
rc

es
 

(f
or

 K
ey

, 
se

e 
en

d 
of

 ta
bl

e)
 

Activity by Month Progress/ Comments 

   1 2 3 4 5      J F M A M J J A S O N D  

   
          

1g(ii) 
Submit an application 
for a Green Flag 
Award 

ST 
                        

  

                                           

2 
To provide an accessible and quiet haven for the 
enjoyment of the countryside, whilst bringing toget her 
accessible examples of the local ecology and landsc ape 

2 
To provide an accessible and quiet haven for the en joyment of the countryside, whilst bringing togethe r accessible examples of the local ecology and 
landscape 

                                            

2a 

Improve the signage 
and information 
boards throughout 
the park           

2a(i) See 1f(i) ST 

                        

Delayed as a result of the fire (no 
access to GIS for many months 
after the fire) 

                                           
             2a(ii) See 1f(ii) ST                         Dependent on the above  
                                           

GF 
2b 

Improve the Visitor 
Centre and 
Exhibition Space           

2b(i) See 1b(i) 
ST                         

  

                                           
ST 

   
          

2b(ii) See 1b(iii) 
EB                         

  

                                           

ST 

EB 

AF 
2c 

Provide a scheme of 
self-guided/guided 
walks to highlight the 
local ecology and 
landscape 

          

2c(i) 

Produce a series of 
leaflets for self-guided 
walks highlighting 
different 
characteristics of the 
park such as flora and 
fauna VL                         

  

                                           

   

          

2c(ii) 

Investigate the 
possibility of using 
volunteers to lead a 
programme of guided 
walks 

ST 

                        

  

                                           

2d 

Ensure clear user 
zones are 
designated to allow 
quiet contemplation 
in certain areas of 
the park           

2d(i) 
Designate clear user 
zones in the park 

ST 

                        

User zones have been designated 
in the Management Plan for the 
park, however these need to be 
better publicised so that visitors are 
aware of these user zones.  

                                           

ST 

AF 2e 
Improve the benches 
and picnic tables in 
the park 

          

2e(i) 

Apply for funding in 
order to instigate a 
programme to replace 
benches and picnic 
tables GF                         
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Five year projects plan. Start year 2009 Five year management operations plan. Start year 20 09 

Aim Project Title Years with active priority Aim Pr oject Title 

R
es

ou
rc

es
 

(f
or

 K
ey

, 
se

e 
en

d 
of

 ta
bl

e)
 

Activity by Month Progress/ Comments 

   1 2 3 4 5      J F M A M J J A S O N D  

   

          

2e(ii) 

Produce a five-year 
repairs and 
maintenance 
programme based on 
the programme of 
work on benches as 
identified in appendix 
10.2 

ST 

                        

  

                                           
ST                         
EB                         
AF                         

                         

   

          

2e(iii) 

Undertake all work 
identified in the 
Repairs and 
Maintenance 
Programme from 2e(ii) 

                         

  

                                           
ST         
VL         

         
         

   

          

2e(iv) 
Undertake an annual 
inspection of benches 
and picnic tables 

                         

  

                                           

ST 

2f 
Improve the facilities 
available to view the 
local wildlife 

          

2f(i) 

Apply for funding in 
order to construct a 
second bird hide on 
the opposite side of 
the lake to the current 
bird hide 

GF 
                        

  

                                           

ST 

   

          

2f(ii) 

Investigate the 
possibility of using wi-
fi and web camera 
facilities to view 
wildlife, such as 
nesting birds 

XC 
                        

  

                                           

3 
To provide a public open space where, as far as pos sible, 
the needs of wildlife are met whilst encouraging pu blic 
access 

3 To provide a public open space where, as far as p ossible, the needs of wildlife are met whilst encou raging public access 

                                            

ST 

AF 3a 
Encourage wildlife 
into the park 

          

3a(i) 

Complete a bio-
diversity study of the 
local wildlife, utilising 
volunteers where 
appropriate VL                         

Water vole study has been  
undertaken, and some information 
has been received from volunteers.  
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Five year projects plan. Start year 2009 Five year management operations plan. Start year 20 09 

Aim Project Title Years with active priority Aim Pr oject Title 

R
es

ou
rc

es
 

(f
or

 K
ey

, 
se

e 
en

d 
of

 ta
bl

e)
 

Activity by Month Progress/ Comments 

   1 2 3 4 5      J F M A M J J A S O N D  

ST 

AF 

XC 
   

          

3a(ii) 

Obtain further advice 
from consultants or 
suitably experienced 
volunteers on ways to 
encourage wildlife into 
the park, and combine 
these results with 
those of previously 
undertaken surveys 

VL 
                        

  

                                           
ST                         
VL                         

                         
                         

3b 

Encourage a sense 
of ownership of the 
park and its wildlife 
in the local 
community 

          

3b(i) 

Continue to work 
closely with local 
wildlife groups to 
encourage community 
involvement and 
possible volunteering                          

  

                                           
ST                         
GF                         
EB                         
AF                         

   

          

3b(ii) 

Continue to organise 
events for children and 
young people which 
encourage and foster 
an interest in the local 
wildlife VL                         

  

                                           

ST 
3c 

Improve the facilities 
available to view the 
local wildlife           

3c(i) See 2f(i) 
GF                         

  

                                           

ST 
3d 

Increase the 
knowledge base of 
visitors and local 
residents           

3d(i) 

Increase the number 
and quality of 
information boards in 
the park AF                         

  

                                           

ST 

AF    

          

3d(ii) 

Produce a series of 
leaflets which provide 
information on the 
wildlife which can be 
found in the park VL                         

  

                                           

ST                         

EB                         

                         

                         

3e 

Encourage the 
viewing of wildlife 
whilst maintaining a 
distance between 
visitors and wildlife 
which is conducive to 
the needs of the 
local wildlife           

3e(i) 

Ensure that all 
footpaths are well 
maintained, thereby 
encouraging visitors to 
remain on way-
marked paths 
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Five year projects plan. Start year 2009 Five year management operations plan. Start year 20 09 

Aim Project Title Years with active priority Aim Pr oject Title 

R
es

ou
rc

es
 

(f
or

 K
ey

, 
se

e 
en

d 
of

 ta
bl

e)
 

Activity by Month Progress/ Comments 

   1 2 3 4 5      J F M A M J J A S O N D  

                        

                        

                        

                        

   

          

3e(ii) 

Ensure that some 
areas of the park are 
left to develop 
naturally to create 
wildlife zones 

ST 

                        

  

                                           

   

          

3e(iii) See 2d(i) ST 

                        

User zones have been designated 
in the Management Plan for the 
park, however these need to be 
better publicised so that visitors are 
aware of these user zones.  

                                           

3f 

Investigate the 
possibility of having 
the park designated 
a local nature 
reserve 

          

3f(i) 

Investigate the criteria 
necessary to enable 
the Country Park to be 
designated a Local 
Nature Reserve, and 
see if this is in the best 
interest of the park 

ST 

                        

  

                                           

3g 

Investigate the 
possibility of having 
the park designated 
a Site of Special 
Scientific Interest 

          

3g(i) 

Investigate the criteria 
necessary to enable 
the Country Park to be 
designated a Site of 
Special Scientific 
Interest, and see if this 
is in the best interest 
of the park 

ST 

                        

  

4 
To encourage, as far as possible, a wide variety of  
activities in the park which would be compatible wi th the 
other aims of the park 

4 To encourage, as far as possible, a wide variety of activities in the park which would be compatible  with the other aims of the park 

                                            

4a 

Encourage and 
develop the current 
activities undertaken 
in the park 

          

4a(i) See 2d(i) ST 

                        

User zones have been designated 
in the Management Plan for the 
park, however these need to be 
better publicised so that visitors are 
aware of these user zones.  

                                           
ST 
GF 
AF 
EB 

S106 

   

          

4a(ii) 
Improve the play 
equipment in the park 

XC                         
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Five year projects plan. Start year 2009 Five year management operations plan. Start year 20 09 

Aim Project Title Years with active priority Aim Pr oject Title 

R
es

ou
rc

es
 

(f
or

 K
ey

, 
se

e 
en

d 
of

 ta
bl

e)
 

Activity by Month Progress/ Comments 

   1 2 3 4 5      J F M A M J J A S O N D  
ST 
AF 
GF 
EB 

   

          

4a(iii) 
Improve the pavilion 
and sports pitches 

XC                         

  

                                           
ST                         
EB                         

                         
                         

   

          

4a(iv) 

Ensure that existing 
way-marked walks 
such as the Walks for 
Health Scheme and 
Woodland Walk are 
well-maintained                          

  

                                           

ST                         

EB                         4b 
Encourage new 
activities to take 
place in the park 

          

4b(i) 

Encourage local 
community groups to 
use the park and 
visitor centre for a 
wide variety of uses VL                         

  

                                           

ST 

EB    

          

4b(ii) 

Undertake a 
professional survey of 
the water vole 
population in the park 
to see if it is viable to 
relax the by-laws 
prohibiting fishing in 
the downstream lake 

XC 
                        

Water Vole survey has been  
undertaken and the report has 
been received. There is no evidence 
of a Water Vole population.    

                                           

ST 

EB 

AF 
   

          

4b(iii) 

Produce a series of 
leaflets for self-guided 
walks highlighting 
different 
characteristics of the 
park such as flora and 
fauna VL                         

  

                                           

5 
To encourage users of the park to undertake activit ies 
that will contribute towards their overall health a nd well-
being 

5 To encourage users of the park to undertake activ ities that will contribute towards their overall he alth and well-being 

                                            

ST                         

EB                         

VL                         

                         

5a 

Provide an 
environment which 
encourages visitors 
and local residents to 
increase their level of 
physical activity 

          

5a(i) 

Encourage the use of 
guided walking routes 
such as the Walks for 
Health Scheme 
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Five year projects plan. Start year 2009 Five year management operations plan. Start year 20 09 

Aim Project Title Years with active priority Aim Pr oject Title 

R
es

ou
rc

es
 

(f
or

 K
ey

, 
se

e 
en

d 
of

 ta
bl

e)
 

Activity by Month Progress/ Comments 

   1 2 3 4 5      J F M A M J J A S O N D  

ST                         

EB                         

VL                         

                         

   

          

5a(ii) 

Continue to encourage 
uses of the park which 
encourage physical 
activity such as the 
Walks organised by 
MBC's Sports 
Development Team                          

  

                                           

ST 

   

          

5a(iii) 

Increase the amount 
of cycling in the park 
by publicising the 
National Cycle Route 
which intersects the 
park 

EB 
                        

  

                                           
ST                         
EB                         

                         
                         

   

          

5a(iv) 

Ensure that pathways 
and access routes are 
well maintained and 
well marked to 
encourage use of the 
park                          

  

                                           

6 
To provide a high quality environment which will 
encourage visitors to Melton 

6 To provide a high quality environment which will encourage visitors to Melton 

                                          

6a 

Improve the general 
maintenance and 
appearance of the 
park           

6a(i) 

Implement a new 
maintenance plan 
based on the 
recommendations of 
this management plan 

ST 

                        

Complete. Regular meetings have 
been set up with the Environmental 
Maintenance team to ensure that 
the new maintenance plan is 
implemented.  

                                           

6b 

Improve the 
appearance and 
maintenance of the 
grassed areas of the 
park 

          

6b(i) 

Divide the grassed 
areas of the park into 
six types of grass 
described in appendix 
10.1.1, and ensure 
that these areas are 
clearly marked on the 
plans and schedules 

ST 

                        

Some IT problems/limitations 
have delayed this, but it is now 
being addressed. 

                                           
ST   
EB   

   
   

   

          

6b(ii) 
Cut hay cut areas of 
grassland 
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Five year projects plan. Start year 2009 Five year management operations plan. Start year 20 09 

Aim Project Title Years with active priority Aim Pr oject Title 

R
es

ou
rc

es
 

(f
or

 K
ey

, 
se

e 
en

d 
of

 ta
bl

e)
 

Activity by Month Progress/ Comments 

   1 2 3 4 5      J F M A M J J A S O N D  
ST         
EB         

         
         

   

          

6b(iii) 
Cut spring-flowering 
meadows 

                         

  

                                           
ST   
EB   

   
   

   

          

6b(iv) 
Hay crop spring-
flowering meadows 

                         

  

                                           
ST       
EB       

       
       

   

          

6b(v) 
Cut summer-flowering 
meadows 

                         

  

                                           
ST   
EB   

   
   

   

          

6b(vi) 
Hay crop summer-
flowering meadows 

                         

  

                                           
ST                 
EB                 

                 
                 

   

          

6b(vii) 
Cut picnic/amenity 
areas twice a month to 
a short sward 

                         

  

                                           
ST               
EB               

               
               

   

          

6b(viii) 
Cut rough grassland 
areas to a short sward 
once a month 

                         

  

                                           
ST                 
EB                 

                 
                 

   

          

6b(ix) 
Cut the football 
pitches once a week 
to a very short sward 
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Five year projects plan. Start year 2009 Five year management operations plan. Start year 20 09 

Aim Project Title Years with active priority Aim Pr oject Title 

R
es

ou
rc

es
 

(f
or

 K
ey

, 
se

e 
en

d 
of

 ta
bl

e)
 

Activity by Month Progress/ Comments 

   1 2 3 4 5      J F M A M J J A S O N D  

ST   

EB   

   

   

  
6c 

Improve the 
appearance of the 
banks and edges of 
the waterways in the 
park 

          

6c(i) 

Cut back grass and 
vegetation from the 
stream banks, as far 
as the extent of the 
football pitches in the 
southern half of the 
park                            

                                           

ST       

EB       

       

       

   

          

6c(ii) 

Maintain the banks of 
the ponds and 
waterways by cutting 
back any shrub or 
aquatic plant 
encroachment, and 
removing build up of 
silt or organic matter                          

  

                                           

ST 

AF    

          

6c(iii) 

Conduct a condition 
and ecological survey 
of the ditches and 
watercourses XC                         

  

                                           

ST 

EB 

AF 
   

          

6c(iv) 

Remove the trees and 
coppice the willows 
trees on the banks of 
the brook near 
Scalford Brook play 
area, and consider the 
relocating the daffodils  XC                         

  

                                           
ST 
XC 
EB 

   

          

6c(v) 
Dredge the main 
upstream lake 

AF                         

  

                                           
ST           
EB           

           
           

6d 

Improve the 
appearance and 
maintenance of the 
hedgerows in the 
park 

          

6d(i) 
Carry out planned 
winter maintenance 
work on hedgerows 

                         

  

                                           

ST 

XC 

AF 
6e 

Improve the 
appearance, 
maintenance and 
species diversity of 
the tree plantations 
in the park           

6e(i) 

Subject to funding 
being available, 
undertake a condition 
survey of all the trees 
in the park, using 
volunteers where 
possible. VL                         
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Five year projects plan. Start year 2009 Five year management operations plan. Start year 20 09 

Aim Project Title Years with active priority Aim Pr oject Title 

R
es

ou
rc

es
 

(f
or

 K
ey

, 
se

e 
en

d 
of

 ta
bl

e)
 

Activity by Month Progress/ Comments 

   1 2 3 4 5      J F M A M J J A S O N D  

   

          

6e(ii) 

Produce a five year 
maintenance 
programme for tree 
work, based on the 
condition surveys 

ST 

                        

  

                                           
ST       
EB       
XC       

   

          

6e(iii) 

Carry out planned 
maintenance work on 
trees, based on the 
five-year maintenance 
programme                          

  

                                           
ST     
EB     

     
     

6f 

Improve the 
appearance and 
maintenance of the 
footpaths in the park 

          

6f(i) 
Weed-kill gravel 
footpaths 

                         

  

                                           

ST 

EB                         6g 
Reduce the level of 
dog fouling in the 
park 

          

6g(i) 

Organise a campaign 
to attempt to reduce 
the amount of dog 
fouling in the park VL                         

  

                                           
ST                         
EB                         

                         
                         

6h 
Reduce the amount 
of litter in the park 

          

6h(i) 

Empty all dog bins and 
litter bins twice a week 
(three time per week 
in the school holidays) 

                         

  

                                           

ST 
                        

EB 
                        

 
                        

 
                        

6i 
Improve the 
marketing and 
publicity of the park 

          

6i(i) 

Ensure that the park is 
well publicised by 
encouraging the use 
of positive stories in 
the local press, 
increasing and 
improving the content 
of the website and 
improving the quality 
and quantity of leaflets 
and literature that is 
produced about the 
park 

 
                        

  

                                           
ST                         
EB                         

                         
                         

   

          

6i(ii) 

Ensure that the park is 
well promoted by local 
and national tourism 
information centres 
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Five year projects plan. Start year 2009 Five year management operations plan. Start year 20 09 

Aim Project Title Years with active priority Aim Pr oject Title 

R
es

ou
rc

es
 

(f
or

 K
ey

, 
se

e 
en

d 
of

 ta
bl

e)
 

Activity by Month Progress/ Comments 

   1 2 3 4 5      J F M A M J J A S O N D  

ST 

EB    

          

6i(iii) 

Undertake a user 
survey to ensure that 
the needs of visitors 
are being met VL                         

  

                                           

7 
To work with partners and community groups to 
encourage and develop appropriate uses of the park 

7 To work with partners and community groups to enc ourage and develop appropriate uses of the park 

                                            
ST                         
EB                         
VL                         

                         

7a 

Encourage and 
foster consultation 
between Melton 
Borough Council and 
local community 
groups           

7a(i) 

Undertake 
consultation exercises 
on any major future 
developments of the 
park 

                         

  

                                           
ST 
EB    

          

7a(ii) 

Undertake a second 
user survey to ensure 
that the needs of 
visitors are being met VL                         

  

                                           
ST                         
EB                         
VL                         

                         

   

          

7a(iii) 

Work closely with the 
Friends of Melton 
Country Park by 
attending meetings 
and arranging regular 
site visits                          

  

                                           
    

    

    

    
   

          

7a(iv) 

Update the Action 
Plan from the 
Compact Agreement 
between Melton 
Borough Council and 
the Friends of Melton 
Country Park 

ST 

                        

  

                                           

ST 

   

          

7a(v) 

Undertake 
consultation with user 
groups and community 
organisations on the 
next five-year 
management plan 

VL 
                        

  

                                           
ST                         
VL                         

                         
                         

7b 

Encourage 
partnership work 
between Melton 
Borough Council and 
local community 
groups and users           

7b(i) 

Continue to encourage 
the use of volunteers 
in the maintenance 
and development of 
the park 
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Five year projects plan. Start year 2009 Five year management operations plan. Start year 20 09 

Aim Project Title Years with active priority Aim Pr oject Title 

R
es

ou
rc

es
 

(f
or

 K
ey

, 
se

e 
en

d 
of

 ta
bl

e)
 

Activity by Month Progress/ Comments 

   1 2 3 4 5      J F M A M J J A S O N D  

   

          

7b(ii) 

Open a dialogue 
between Melton 
Borough Council and 
Brooksby Melton 
College to investigate 
the possibility of using 
students from the 
college to undertake 
some maintenance 
work in the park 

ST 

                        

  

                                           
ST                         
VL                         

                         
                         

   

          

7b(iii) 

Continue to actively 
promote the Country 
Park as a venue for 
local community 
groups to utilise 

                         

  

                                           

ST 

   

          

7b(iv) 

Produce Customer 
Comment Cards, 
which can then be left 
in the Visitor Centre 
Café for visitors to fill 
in and use to express 
their views of the park 

EB 
                        

  

 
 
Key to the codes used in the Resources column 

Code Resource 

ST Staff Time 

EB Existing Budgets 

GF Grant Funding needs to be sought/has been obtained 

AF Additional Funding needs to be sought/has been obtained through the Council’s Project Mandate Schemes 

S106 Section 106 money from developers 

XC External Contractors or Organisations 

VL Volunteers, either through the Friends of Melton Country Park or other groups. This could mean utilising volunteers for their skills and knowledge or as a workforce 
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9.0 Review and Consultation 
 
9.1 Monitoring and Evaluating the Management Plan 
 
Once the new management aims and maintenance programmes proposed in this 
management plan have been implemented, the Council will need to judge whether 
the Country Park has arrived at a position where we want to be. As the Country Park 
is visited by a wide variety of users with different needs, various methods of 
evaluation are proposed. 
 
9.1.1 Visitor Surveys 
 
A visitor survey will be undertaken in 2008, with a view to gaining more responses 
than in previous surveys, giving the management team a clearer idea of the views of 
the users of the park. Conducting this survey at the early stages of the management 
plan should give a clear indication of whether we are moving in the right direction. 
 
9.1.2 Financial Evaluation  
 
Budget reports are prepared each year for each of the budget streams relating to the 
Country Park, and provide a valuable method of evaluation of efficiency and value for 
money. 
 
9.1.3 Green Flag Assessment 
 
The process of applying for a Green Flag Award should, in itself, provide an extra 
form of progress monitoring. Judges’ feedback can help to shape the future 
management of the park, and provide constructive criticism and practical advice for 
addressing any weaknesses. 
 
9.1.4 Customer Complaints 
 
Melton Borough Council is committed to conducting business in a way which is 
customer focused, and has produced a Customer Care Policy and a Complaints 
Policy on order to achieve this. Customers are able to complain about a service 
orally, in person, in writing, by email, through a Councillor or through the community 
website www.meltononline.co.uk. The number of complaints received is actively 
monitored, and is reported to the Strategic Management Team and to the relevant 
committee on a regular basis.  
 
9.1.5 Customer Comment Cards 
 
The new Customer Comment Cards, if instigated, will provide a valuable and regular 
source of feedback on the management of the park. The comments from these cards 
will be collated by the Technical Support Officer and any pertinent issues can be 
passed on to the relevant section. 
 
9.1.6 Direct Customer Feedback 
 
One of the most effective methods of evaluating the management of the park is direct 
customer feedback. As the most visible member of staff, the Environmental 
Maintenance Operatives are often approached by members of the public with 
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comments or complaints, and these comments are then disseminated to the relevant 
member of the team.  
 
9.1.7 Friends of Melton Country Park 
 
Regular feedback is also received from the members of the Friends of Melton 
Country Park Group, and any relevant items are then raised at the Friends of Melton 
Country Park Group meetings to be discussed.  
 
9.2 Reviewing and Renewing the Management Plan 
 
This plan should be viewed as a “live” document, which can be updated if necessary 
so that any significant changes in user needs, customer feedback, budgets and 
council initiatives can be reflected. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



Page 43 of 86  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

10.0 Appendices  
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10.1 Maintenance Programme 
   
10.1.1 Grassed Areas  
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The map shown above separates the park into the following areas, each of which has 
a different maintenance schedule: 
 
·  Hay Cut Grass; 
·  Summer Flowering Meadows; 
·  Spring Flowering Meadows; 
·  Picnic/Amenity Areas; 
·  Rough Grassland; 
·  Football Pitches. 
 
Hay Cut - hay cut areas of grassland should be left uncut throughout the growing 
season, and hay cropped in late-August. Flowering seeds should be set between 
June and late-August. 
 
Summer-Flowering Meadows - summer-flowering meadows should be cut once a 
month in late March, April and May, then left to flower in June, July and August. 
These areas should then be hay cropped in late-August. This maintenance 
arrangement will allow the areas to be used as amenity areas in the early part of the 
season, whilst allowing late-flowering plants to flourish in late summer. 
 
Spring-Flowering Meadows - spring-flowering meadows should be left to flower in 
the early part of the growing season, hay-cropped in early June, then cut monthly in 
late June, late August, late September, and, if necessary, late October. This 
maintenance arrangement will allow early-flowering plants to flourish, whilst providing 
amenity areas in the later part of the summer.  
 
Picnic/Amenity Areas -  the picnic and amenity areas need to be cut to a shorter 
sward to allow for recreational activities, and should be cut sixteen times per year 
throughout the growing season. The number of cuts may need to be extended 
depending on the length of the growing season. 
 
Rough Grassland - rough grassland areas should still be cut short to allow for 
recreational use, but should only be cut seven times during the growing season to 
allow shorter sward species a change to flower and to provide opportunities to set 
seeds. 
 
Football Pitches - the football pitches need a very fine cut, and during the growing 
season should be cut once a week. They should be regularly inspected during the 
football season, and may need extra cuts outside of the growing season. 
 
Grass Pathways - a number of grass pathways require maintenance by mowing. 
These should be mowed at the same frequency as the type of grassland in which 
they are situated. 
 
Hard Pathways - to prevent the encroachment of vegetation onto hard pathways, a 
0.5 - 1m strip should be cut either side of the path. This should be completed at the 
same frequency as the type of grassland in which they are situated. 
 
Stream Banks - the stream bank in the southern area of the park should be cut once 
a year, as far as the extent of the football pitches. 
 
Signage, Benches, Bins - to allow access to bins, benches and signs, the grass 
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should be strimmed to 300 - 500mm around these sites, at the same frequency as 
the type of grassland in which they are situated. 
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10.1.2 Hedgerows 
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The maintenance of the 3.4km of hedgerow in the Country Park poses a significant 
challenge to the Council; therefore it is proposed to maintain these hedges on 
various yearly rotational plans. The map shown above identifies the hedges which 
need maintaining in the park, with each hedge allocated a letter of the alphabet for 
identification purposes: 
 
It is worth noting that any trimming or invasive maintenance work should be carried 
out in winter, to minimise the impact on wildlife. 
 
The preferred specification for hedge trimming is to leave a flat top, with a 2m base, 
and a height of approximately 2m. This provides a rough A-shape as identified in the 
following profile diagram: 
 

 
 
 2 metres 
 
There are several ways of maintaining hedgerows, and all of these methods will be 
utilised in the Country Park: 
 
Trimming - hedges under this designation will be trimmed on a five-year rotational 
basis, using a flail cutter. This method of maintenance should allow a small amount 
of growth of approximately 50 - 75mm each year, thereby ensuring that the hedge 
remains vigorous. Using this system, the hedge should require a heavy cut once 
every 15 - 20 years to prevent the hedge from becoming too large. 
Laying - hedges should be laid on a twenty-five-year rotation. They will then need 
trimming in the first year after laying and thereafter on the rotation described above. 
Six years prior to laying these hedges should be cut at the sides only to allow upward 
growth in preparation for laying. 
Coppicing - coppicing should be undertaken to rejuvenate areas of scrub to prevent 
them from losing their lower-canopy cover. The area adjacent to the old railway line 
will require coppicing. Only small sections (10 - 50m) should be done at any one 
time. 
No action - there are several areas of the park where no maintenance is required, 
and the hedges should be left to develop naturally. 
 
·  Hedge A - This hedge runs through tree shelters, therefore it is impractical to 

trim. The ownership of this hedge is unclear, therefore further investigation will 
be undertaken to establish ownership before any maintenance work is 
undertaken. 

·  Hedge B - This is a boundary hedge which is in good condition, and is 
effectively split into two parts. The eastern half (B1) of the hedge should be left 
to develop naturally, while the western half (B2) of the hedge will be suitable 
for laying. 

2 m
etres 



Page 49 of 86  

·  Hedge C - This hedge is overgrown but should be suitable for laying within 3 - 
5 years. 

·  Hedge D - This hedge is in good overall condition and should be suitable for 
laying within 5 – 10 years. 

·  Hedge E – a well-established hedge that has formed an effective woodland 
edge. The side facing the woodland should be left to develop naturally, whilst 
the side facing the park should be trimmed on a 5 year rotational basis. 

·  Hedge F - This hedge is more like an area of scrubland, therefore the most 
suitable way of maintaining it would be coppicing short lengths on a rotational 
basis. This operation need not take place for approximately 10 years. 

·  Hedge G -  A short length of hedge where trimming can take place on a 5 year 
rotational basis. 

·  Hedge H -  Trimmed on a 5 year rotational basis. 
·  Hedge I – this hedge should be left to develop naturally. 
·  Hedge J - a remnant hedge of the old field system which can be left to grow 

into mature trees. 
·  Hedge K – trim on a 5 year rotational basis. 
·  Hedge L – this hedge needs to be re-instated as it has been removed by local 

developers. 
·  Hedge M – trim on a 5-year rotational basis. 
·  Hedge N – this hedge should be left to develop naturally. 
·  Hedge O – a remnant hedge of the old field system which can be left to grow 

into mature trees. 
·  Hedge P -  a remnant hedge of the old field system which can be left to grow 

into mature trees. 
·  Hedge Q - This area of scrubland and hedge extends down the sides of the 

railway embankment and is ideal for natural development, except where it 
shades the pond where some clearance work should be undertaken. 

·  Hedge R -  A long length of hedge which should be trimmed as needed to 
maintain a suitable distance for vehicles to pass along the path. 

·  Hedge S – trim as required, in line with the maintenance of the nearby play 
area. 

·  Hedge T -  The ownership of this hedge is unclear, therefore further 
investigation will be undertaken to establish ownership before any 
maintenance work is undertaken. 

 
The table below shows when the hedges mentioned above should be maintained: 
 

Year 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 
Hedge             

B2   L T    T    T 

C     L T    T   

D    ST     L T   

E T    T    T    

F          C   

G T    T    T    

H  T    T    T   

K  T    T    T   

L  R           
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M   T    T    T  

R   T    T    T  

S    T    T    T 

 
KEY 

T – Trim C - Coppice R – Re-instate ST – Side Trim L - Lay 

 
Hedges I, J, N, O, P and Q have not been included in the table as no action needs to 
be taken to maintain these hedges. Hedges A and T have not been included in the 
table as the ownership of these hedges is unclear.  
 
10.1.3 Trees 
 
Informal areas - during its creation, Melton Country Park had a large number of tree 
species introduced into it. This planting has now become dense and in the future, it is 
likely that no area of the park will be unaffected by the shading from these 
plantations. It can also be anticipated that the park may lose species during the 
transformation from what is basically an open field environment to a densely planted 
tree plantation takes place. It should also be noted that these plantations are unlikely 
to become species-rich woodlands without a significant change in their species 
make-up. To prevent this from happening, a tree survey should be undertaken, with a 
view to recommending how these plantations can be improved upon, maintained, 
and made more species-rich. This should take place within the next two years. 
 
Formal areas - there are also many existing trees planted in the formal areas of the 
park. Nearly all of these trees show damage at the base of the trunk from strimmers. 
This damage should be reduced by avoiding the use of strimmers around the base of 
the trees, and by using circles of wood chippings round the base of trees, as 
recommended by the British Tree Council. 
 
Redwood Avenue Tree Belt - due to the number of trees and density of the planting 
in this area, the most appropriate method of maintenance would be to avoid 
strimming and grass cutting in this area. This would create a valuable "wildlife 
corridor", allowing butterflies and other insects to flourish in this northern part of the 
park. Regular tree surveys should be undertaken in this area, and some thinning 
operations may have to take place to remove any trees which are too close together. 
It is anticipated that as many as 5 - 10% of the trees may have to be removed. 
 
Tree pens - the tree pens at the northern end of the park are very densely planted 
with predominantly high-canopy trees. Without thinning, the trees in these pens will 
become very thin and tall, making them susceptible to wind throw with the attendant 
danger to the public. The trees in this area need to be thinned to prevent this form 
happening.  
 
In 2009, a detailed survey of the tree pens will be undertaken, in order to provide a 
more detailed picture of the species make up of the tree pens. Once the results of 
these surveys are received, a detailed management and maintenance plan for the 
management of these trees pens can be completed.    
 
EU Tree Circle – it is proposed to cut the grass in a circle round the perimeter of the 
trees on a picnic/amenity grassland basis, instead of a hay cut, in order to make 
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more of a feature of these trees. 
 
General Tree Maintenance - condition surveys of the trees in the Country Park will 
be undertaken in line with the planned programme of tree surveys and maintenance 
taking place throughout the borough. Any tree thinning which needs to take place will 
be done a three year rotational programme, to give the remaining trees a chance to 
develop some wind defence. It is hoped that, ultimately, the resulting make-up of the 
tree pens and wooded areas in the park will be broad-leaved species interspersed 
with larch and some pine trees (Corsican or Scotch) with a view to reducing the 
overall density of the trees by 40 – 50% over five years. All tree work will be 
undertaken in line with the guidance given in the BSI Standards for Grounds 
Maintenance Publications, and in line with any guidance given by the Tree Council. 
 
10.1.4 Natural Progression 
 
Some areas of the park, in particular the areas adjacent to the old railway line, and 
the island in the centre of the upstream lake, should be left to progress naturally, in 
the first instance providing scrubland, and then eventually a natural, species-rich 
woodland with minimal management input. 
 
10.1.5 Ponds and Waterways 
 
The banks of the ponds and waterways should be periodically maintained to prevent 
erosion, and to allow for increased species diversity. Any shrub encroachment should 
be cut back, as should any aquatic plant encroachment. Any silt or organic matter 
build-up should also be removed.  
 
10.1.6 Street Furniture 
 
Benches - all benches and picnic benches in the park should be periodically 
maintained, have any graffiti removed, and be replaced as necessary. 
 
Signage - most of the signage in the park is old and poorly maintained, and a 
programme of replacement should be implemented in order to improve the quality of 
the signage. 
 
Bins - all the bins in the Country Park, both litter bins and dog bins, are emptied on a 
twice- or thrice-weekly basis, and any maintenance requirements are undertaken on 
an ad hoc basis. The bins are emptied by Melton Borough Council’s external 
contractors, Verdant Plc. 
 
10.1.7 Pathways 
 
To ensure safety and public enjoyment of the park, a safe footpath network is 
required. Five types of pathway need to be present within the park. These should 
reflect the various areas, the need for year-round access and the amount and type of 
foot traffic anticipated in each area. 
 
The path types are: 
 

1. 1.8m wide tarmac-type paths; 
2. 2 – 3m wide stone paths suitable for use by heavy vehicles and extensive foot 
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traffic; 
3. 1.2m wide woodchip paths suitable for light foot traffic; 
4. 1.8m wide cut grass paths suitable for light foot traffic; 
5. Desire lines created by foot traffic on an ad hoc basis. 
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10.2 Appendix 2 - Programme of work on benches 
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n 
Li

fe
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(y
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) 

P
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P
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y 

Recommendation 

1 MFW 
Front feet rusted at base. Wood 
damaged. Rotting 

VP 0 G 1 Remove and replace 

2 MFW 
1 foot rusted at base, the other 
showing severe rust. Wood in 
poor condition 

P 
0 
to 
1 

G 1 Remove and replace 

3 MFW 
Metalwork in good condition. 
Woodwork also good. Faces the 
car park. Thick vegetation 

A 
2 - 
5 

VP 2 
Remove. The bench faces a wall 
and is very little used. 

4 MFW 
Metalwork in good condition. All 
parts present. Faces football 
pitch. Loose in ground 

A 5+ G 3 Secure into position 

5 MFW 

Metalwork in good condition. 
Woodwork in good condition. 
Minor vandalism damage to 
back 

A 
2 - 
5 

A 3 Repaint 

6 MFW 

Metalwork in good condition, 
woodwork in average condition. 
1 slat removed and replaced 
centrally. Damage to wood by 
angle grinding 

VP 
2 
to 
5 

G 1 
Remove damaged wood, replace 
and make good missing slats 

7 MFW 
Metalwork in acceptable 
condition. Woodwork showing 
signs of rot 

P 
1 - 
3 

G 3 Replace wood 

8 MFW 
Good condition. Remains of a 
picnic table 

G 5+ G 2 
Replace picnic table removed 
June 04 

9 MFW 

Metalwork showing signs of 
rust, but sound. Woodwork 
deteriorating and showing signs 
of rot 

P 3 G 2 Repaint and replace wood 

10 MFW 

Metalwork showing signs of 
rust, but sound. Woodwork 
deteriorating and showing signs 
of rot 

P 3 G 2 Repaint and replace wood 

11 WP 
Extensive vandal damage to top 
4 slats P 5 E 1 Replace top slats of tables 

12 MFW 

Metalwork in acceptable 
condition, rusty in places, needs 
repainting. Woodwork showing 
signs of ageing, otherwise 
acceptable 

A 5+ E 3 

Remove and replace with new 
bench. The bench forms a pair 
with bench 13, so to maintain the 
overall look of the park; these 
benches should be replaced 
together. 

13 MFW 

Metalwork rusted through in 
places. One wooden slat 
removed. Bolts from missing 
slat left in place. Woodwork 
showing signs of rot at ends 

P 2 E 3 

Remove and replace with new 
bench. The bench forms a pair 
with bench 12, so to maintain the 
overall look of the park; these 
benches should be replaced 
together. 

14 MFW 

Metalwork showing signs of 
rust. Woodwork deteriorating, 
showing minor vandal damage 
and in need of replacement. 

P 
2 - 
3 

G 3 
Repaint and replace wooden 
slats 
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15 C7 
Good condition. Overlooking 
play area, Wood replaced this 
year 

AN 5+ E 5 
Seat to be retained in this 
position, even if vandalised 

16 MS 
In good condition. Needs 
repainting 

A 
3 - 
5 

E 3 Repaint 

17 MS 
In good condition, but in need of 
a repaint 

A 
3 - 
5 

A 3 Repaint 

18 MFW 

Metalwork in good condition 
with surface rust. Under a tree 
so attracting bird droppings. 
Woodwork ageing with surface 
rot 

P 
3 - 
5 

P 2 
Under trees, and therefore covered in 
bird dirt. Relocate away from the 
tree. 

19 C7 
Average condition. Woodwork 
could do with painting 

A 
3 - 
5 

G 5 Repaint wood 

20 MFW Little sign of use A 
3 
– 
5 

P 3 

Little used, although it is a pleasant 
site close to the stream and shaded 
by trees. Replace with 2 small 
picnic benches 

21 MFW Little sign of use A 
3 
– 
5 

P 3 

Little used, although it is a pleasant 
site close to the stream and shaded 
by trees. Replace with 2 small 
picnic benches 

22 MFW Little sign of use A 
3 
– 
5 

P 3 

Little used, although it is a pleasant 
site close to the stream and shaded 
by trees. Replace with 2 small 
picnic benches 

23 MFW 
Metalwork in good condition, 
minor rust.  

A 
3 - 
5 

A 3 
Overlooking the park and football 
pitch. Repaint and replace 
wooden slats 

24 MFW 
Woodwork showing signs of 
age. Facing the park 

A 
3 
– 
5 

A 3 
Overlooking the park and football 
pitch. Repaint and replace 
wooden slats 

25 MFW 
Metalwork in good condition, 
minor rust. Woodwork showing 
signs of age 

P 
2 - 
3 

G 3 
Replace woodwork and repaint 
frame 

26 MFW 
Woodwork badly perished and 
rotting. Seat falling apart 

P 
2 
– 
3 

G 2 
Replace woodwork and repaint 
frame 

27 WP Some fire damage to table slats P 5+ E 1 Replace 2 burnt slats 

28 MFW 
Metalwork rusted through on 
front legs. Woodwork perished 
and rotting 

VP 0 G 1 Remove and replace 

29 MFW 
Metalwork rusted through on 
front legs. Woodwork perished 
and rotting 

VP 0 G 1 

This bench is adjacent to the path 
and is well used; however it is also a 
gathering place for young people. 
Consideration should be given to 
moving its location so that it is further 
away from housing areas. Remove 
and replace in a nearby location. 

30 MFW 
Substantial rust evident on 
metalwork. Woodwork in poor 
condition 

P 
1 - 
3 

G 2 Replace wooden slats 

31 MFW 
Metalwork rusted through on 1 
front leg. Rust evident on other 
legs. Woodwork in fair condition 

VP 0 A 1 

Remove. Low priority for 
replacement. The seat is not very 
visible and is heavily shaded by 
trees. It is also very close to bench 
30 



Page 55 of 86  

B
en

ch
 

T
yp

e 
Comments 

O
ve

ra
ll 

C
on

di
tio

n 
Li

fe
 

E
xp

ec
ta

nc
y 

(y
ea

rs
) 

P
os

iti
on

 

P
rio

rit
y 

Recommendation 

32 MS 
Rust at base of legs. No holes. 
In need of repainting 

G 5+ E 3 
Repaint and investigate the 
possibility of putting more 
benches in this location  

33 MB Surface rust needs repainting G 5+ G 3 

Repaint. This bench is used as a 
congregation point for young people. 
Some consideration may be given to 
relocating at least one of the group. 

34 MB Surface rust needs repainting G 5+ G 3 

Repaint. This bench is used as a 
congregation point for young people. 
Some consideration may be given to 
relocating at least one of the group. 

35 MB 
Surface rust needs repainting. 
Set low in the ground 

G 5+ G 3 

Remove and relocate. This bench 
is used as a congregation point for 
young people. Some consideration 
may be given to relocating at least 
one of the group. 

36 MmS In good condition AN 5+ E 4 Repaint in 3 years 

37 MS 
Overgrown and in need of 
painting 

A 5+ E 3 Repaint, clear of vegetation 

38 MmS In need of staining AN 5+ E 3 Repaint in 2 years 

39 MS Overgrown. Substantial rusting A 5+ R 2 
Remove. Position of the seat has 
been made redundant by the addition 
of a Memorial Seat nearby 

40 MS 
Superficial rusting. In need of 
painting. Overgrown 

A 5+ E 1 
Clear vegetation. Repaint in 2 
years 

41 WP Acceptable condition G 5+ G 5 
Maintain in cut grass area. Widen 
area of cut grass around the 
bench to encourage use 

42 MS 
Superficial rusting. In need of 
painting. Overgrown 

A 5+ E 1 Clear vegetation and repaint 

43 MS 
Holes rusted through at top 
weld points 

P 
3 - 
5 

E 3 Weld to seal holes and repaint 

44 PP Good condition G 5+ G 5 Maintain in position 
45 PP Good condition G 5+ G 5 Maintain in position 
46 MmB Good condition E 5+ E 4 Repaint in 3 years 
47 WP Good condition G 5+ E 3 Repaint in 2 years 
48 MmB Good condition E 5+ E 4 Repaint in 3 years 

49 MS 
Superficial rusting. In need of 
painting. Overgrown 

A 
3 - 
5 

E 3 
Remove vegetation. Remove and 
relocate 

50 MS 
Superficial rusting. In need of 
painting. Overgrown A 

3 - 
5 P 3 

This area gets very muddy and wet, 
making access difficult. Remove 
and relocate 

51 CI In need of painting A 5+ E 3 Repaint for cosmetic reasons 
52 CI In need of painting A 5+ E 3 Repaint for cosmetic reasons 

53 MS 
Superficial rusting. Needs 
painting. Overgrown A 

2 - 
5 E 2 

Cut back vegetation. Repaint in 2 
– 3 years 

54 MS 
Heavy rusting and holes in 
places. Too low for a view of the 
lake. Only seat in area 

P 
0 - 
1 

P 2 
Remove. Install 2 benches taken 
from elsewhere into improved 
positions on this pathway 

55 WP Good condition G 5+ E 3 Repaint in 2 years 

56 MS 
In need of painting. Superficial 
rusting 

A 5+ G 3 Repaint in 1 – 3 years 

57 MS 
In need of painting. Superficial 
rusting 

A 5+ G 3 Repaint in 1 – 3 years 

58 PP Good condition G 5+ A 1 
Located in a furrow, therefore in soft 
and muddy conditions access ca n be 
muddy and wet. The bench is also 
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sinking slightly. Relocate to sit on 
the ridge 

59 PP Sunk into the ground G 5+ A 1 

Located in a furrow, therefore in soft 
and muddy conditions access ca n be 
muddy and wet. The bench is also 
sinking slightly. Relocate to sit on 
the ridge 

60 WPD Good condition. Round timbers G 5+ G 4 Repaint in 2 – 3 years 

61 PP Good condition G 5+ P 2 

The table has been moved by visitors 
into the trees, so there is currently no 
access to the bench. However, a 
glade could be created within the tree 
pen and the bench could be sited 
there. Clear area within the pen to 
install table and make a feature 

62 PP Good condition G 5+ G 2 

These benches are well used, and 
are occasionally relocated by 
members of the public. Consideration 
should be given to relocating these 
tables to give a better spread across 
the area. Relocate to give better 
spread across the area. Repaint 
in 2 – 3 years 

63 WPD Good condition G 5+ G 2 

These benches are well used, and 
are occasionally relocated by 
members of the public. Consideration 
should be given to relocating these 
tables to give a better spread across 
the area. Relocate to give better 
spread across the area. Repaint 
in 2 – 3 years 

64 PP Good condition G 5+ G 2 

These benches are well used, and 
are occasionally relocated by 
members of the public. Consideration 
should be given to relocating these 
tables to give a better spread across 
the area. Relocate to give better 
spread across the area. Repaint 
in 2 – 3 years 

65 PP 
Good condition – one support 
broken and has been repaired 
with a metal place 

A 5+ G 2 

These benches are well used, and 
are occasionally relocated be 
members of the public. Consideration 
should be given to relocating these 
tables to give a better spread across 
the area. Relocate to give better 
spread across the area. Repaint 
in 2 – 3 years 

66 PP Good condition G 5+ G 2 

These benches are well used, and 
are occasionally relocated be 
members of the public. Consideration 
should be given to relocating these 
tables to give a better spread across 
the area. Relocate to give better 
spread across the area. Repaint 
in 2 – 3 years 

67 MS Good condition. Overgrown G 5+ E 1 
Clear vegetation. Repaint in 2 – 3 
years 

 
Key 
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Type Overall 
Condition 

Position 

MFW – metal frame, 3 wooden 
slats, backed 

MmB – memorial bench VP – very 
poor 

VP – very 
poor 

MS – metal seat C7 – concrete bench with seven 
slats 

P – poor P – poor  

MmS – memorial Seat  A – 
acceptable 

A – 
acceptable 

WP – wooden picnic bench  G – good G – good 
PP – plaswood picnic bench  AN – as 

new 
E – 
excellent 

WPD – wooden picnic bench with 
disabled access 

 E – 
excellent 

 

MB – metal seat, backed    
CI – cast iron seat, wooden back    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
10.3 Appendix - Priority Works List 
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1 1 
Between 
trees on Oak 
Tree Av. 

Grass cutting 

Cut and 
maintain 
grass 
between the 
trees on the 
Oak Tree Av. 
to 75mm. This 
to extend 1m 
beyond the 
trees on each 
side. Any 
shrubs or 
undergrowth 
encroaching 
on this area to 
be cut back 
and removed 

To maintain a 
rough cut 
between the 
trees 

FoMCP 1 Maintenance 

2 2 

Hedge to the 
north of the 
Oak Tree 
Av. 

Hedge 
trimming 

Cut to flat-
topped A-
shape, 2m 
tall, 2m 
across the 
base and 1m 
wide at the 
top. Trees in 
the hedgerow 
to be left 

Care should 
be taken to 
avoid 
damaging the 
self-set yew 
tree at the far 
eastern end 
of the hedge 
line 

FoMCP 1 

Project work. 
Tied in with 

items 1, 2, 3, 
4, 5, 6, 7, 32 
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uncut. 

3 3 
Trees on 
Oak Tree 
Av. 

Pesticide use 
(this must be 
highly targeted 
to prevent 
damage to 
sensitive 
habitats) 

Spray out a 
300mm radius 
circle round 
the base of 
the oaks in 
the Oak Tree 
Av. 

This will 
encourage 
good growth 
and protect 
from strimmer 
damage 

FoMCP 1 

Project work. 
Tied in with 

items 1, 2, 3, 
4, 5, 6, 7, 32 

4 3 
Missing 
trees in Oak 
Tree Av. 

Replanting 

Plant saplings 
as identified 
by FoMCP 
into gaps in 
the Oak Tree 
Av. to make a 
total of 40 
trees 

Consideration 
should be 
given 

 1 

Project work. 
Tied in with 

items 1, 2, 3, 
4, 5, 6, 7, 32 

5 4 
Railway 
bridge 

Shrub and 
undergrowth 
clearance 

Clear back 
the shrubs to 
expose the 
stone and 
brickwork 

 FoMCP 1 

Project work. 
Tied in with 

items 1, 2, 3, 
4, 5, 6, 7, 32 

6 4 
Railway 
bridge 

Repair to 
stonework and 
brickwork 

It is believed 
that some of 
the copings 
may be loose 
and some of 
the brickwork 
is in need of 
re-pointing 

 FoMCP 1 

Project work. 
Tied in with 

items 1, 2, 3, 
4, 5, 6, 7, 32 

7 4 
View from 
the railway 
bridge 

Shrub 
clearance 

Open up a 
view from the 
top of the 
bridge across 
the stepping 
stones and 
upstream 
lake. Cut back 
trees and 
shrubs as 
required 

 FoMCP 1 

Project work. 
Tied in with 

items 1, 2, 3, 
4, 5, 6, 7, 32 

9 5 
Railway 
embankment 

Shrub and 
grass cutting, 
conservation 
work 

Cut back 
shrubs 
encroaching 
and 
overhanging 
onto the flat 
area of the 
railway 
embankment. 
A flail cut is 
acceptable 

This is one of 
the highest 
value nature 
areas in the 
park. Its value 
is degraded 
by the 
encroachment 
of shrubs 

MBC 2 
Project. 

Community 
Safety 

10 6 

Path on the 
west of the 
football 
pitches 

Path repairs 
(tarmac) 

Fill cracks and 
holes to 
remove trip 
hazards then 
slurry  

 MBC 1 Maintenance 

11 7 
Path from 
wooden 

Path repairs 
(stone) 

Fill with 
material and 

The path is 
subject to 

MBC 1 Maintenance 
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bridge onto 
football 
pitches 

roll to remove 
areas of 
pooling water 
along the 
length of the 
path 

pooling of 
water in wet 
weather. 

12 7 

Path from 
wooden 
bridge 
alongside 
hedge 

Path building 
(stone) 

Create new 
pathway 2.5 – 
3m wide 

The path will 
connect to the 
safe routes to 
school 
network to be 
installed by 
the County 
Council 

FoMCP 3 Project 

13 8 

Path 
alongside 
downstream 
lake 

Path repairs 
(stone) 

Water is 
pooling on the 
wide path.  

This path may 
be upgraded 
as a part of 
the Safe 
Routes to 
School 

FoMCP 5 

Only 
necessary if 
this area is 

not improved 
by the Safe 
Routes to 
Schools 
project 

14 9 

Path 
alongside 
stream on 
football pitch 
area 

Path repairs 
(tarmac) 

Fill cracks and 
holes to 
remove trip 
hazards then 
slurry seal if 
path is not to 
be replaced in 
the next 3 – 5 
years 

This path is of 
poor 
construction 
and is 
breaking up in 
places. To 
replace it is 
likely to cost 
over 20k. 
Temporary 
repairs can be 
undertaken to 
make it safe 
for some 
years to come 

MBC 1 

Safety and 
litigation risk. 
Replacement 
of this path 

will be 
needed in 
the long 

term. 

15 10 

Redwood 
Av. 
Allotment 
car park 

Car park 
repairs (stone) 

Fill with 
material and 
roll to remove 
area of 
pooling water 

There are a 
number of pot 
holes in the 
car park 
requiring 
filling 

MBC/ 
FoMCP 

2 
Maintenance 

issues 

16 11 
Path from 
dam to 
visitor centre 

Path repairs 
(stone) 

Fill with 
material and 
roll to remove 
area of 
pooling water 

Minor low 
points MBC 2 Maintenance 

17 11 
Path from 
dam to 
visitor centre 

Path repairs 
(stone) 

Roll to a 
smooth finish 
and resurface 
with 3mm 
dust to give 
an even finish 

The surface 
has 
deteriorated 
and requires 
refinishing. 
The most 
heavily used 
path in the 
park 

MBC 3 Project 

18 12 Entry though Path repairs Fill in low This is a wear MBC 1 Maintenance 
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the barrier at 
Ross Close 

(stone) point at 
access point 
through 
barrier 

puddle at the 
squeeze here 
in the path 
enters the 
park 

19 13 

Roadway 
leading to 
Doctors 
Lane 
allotment car 
park 

Road repairs 
(stone) 

Fill potholes in  
roadway Regular issue MBC 2 Maintenance 

20 14 

Adjacent to 
path near 
willow drive 
car park 

Shrub pruning 

Cut down 
overgrown 
buddleia as it 
is interfering 
with the flow 
along the path 

Consideration 
should be 
given to 
removing this 
bush as it is 
large and too 
close to the 
path 

MBC 1 Maintenance 

21 16 

Tree belt to 
the rear of 
Redwood 
Avenue 

Tree work 

Inspect tree 
pen – remove 
dangerous, 
dead, dying, 
diseased 
trees and 
branches 

See tree 
policy 
attached 

MBC/ 
Residents 

1 Maintenance 

22 17 

Tree belt to 
the rear of 
Redwood 
Avenue 

Tree work 

Inspect tree 
pen – remove 
dangerous, 
dead, dying, 
diseased 
trees and 
branches 

See tree 
policy 
attached 

MBC/ 
Residents 

1 Maintenance 

23 18 

Tree belt to 
the rear of 
Redwood 
Avenue 

Tree work 

Inspect tree 
pen – remove 
dangerous, 
dead, dying, 
diseased 
trees and 
branches 

See tree 
policy 
attached 

MBC/ 
Residents 

1 Maintenance 

24 19 

Tree belt to 
the rear of 
Redwood 
Av. 

Tree work 

Inspect tree 
pen – remove 
dangerous, 
dead, dying, 
diseased 
trees and 
branches 

See tree 
policy 
attached 

MBC/ 
Residents 

1 Maintenance 

25 20 
Doctors 
Lane Play 
area 

Post installation 

Install posts at 
the edge of 
Doctors Lane 
play area 

There has 
been a 
problem with 
vehicles 
accessing this 
area. The 
original posts 
are in need of 
replacement 

MBC 3 Site security 
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26 21 
Access on to 
railway 
embankment 

Post installation 

Install posts at 
the edge of 
Doctors Lane 
play area 

There has 
been a 
problem with 
vehicles 
accessing this 
area. The 
original posts 
are in need of 
replacement 

MBC 3 Site security 

27 22 

Along the 
banks of 
Scalford 
Brook, 
adjacent to 
the play area 

Tree work, 
shrub removal 

Remove or 
crown lift 
trees and 
shrubs 
restricting the 
view into the 
car park from 
the football 
area and 
Willow Drive 
car park 

This is a 
safety issues 
as these trees 
hide the play 
area from 
view. This 
makes it 
difficult to 
monitor and 
encourages 
ASB 

 1 Public safety 

28 23 

Boundary of 
Willow Drive 
and Melton 
Country 
Park 

Cutting/removal 
of shrubs 

Cut down 
shrub growth 
to give a clear 
view across to 
the Scalford 
Brook play 
area. The 
removal of 
these shrubs 
should be 
considered as 
a lower 
priority as 
better impact 
can be made 
on the park 
with other 
works 

The exact 
nature of this 
is yet to be 
defined 

MBC/ 
FoMCP 

3 

Safety. NB – 
simply 

lowering this 
hedge may 
achieve the 

desired result 

29 24 
Trees at 
south end of 
football area 

Tree work 

Crown lift, 
trim, feather, 
sucker, stump 
remove as 
necessary 

These trees 
are in poor 
condition, 
stumps are 
sprouting 
where they 
have been cut 
down. There 
are many 
broken 
branches and 
the trees look 
untidy 

MBC 1 Maintenance 

30 25 

Connection 
from wide 
path along 
side of 
railway 
embankment 
to wide 

Path creation 

Create path 
2.5 – 3m wide 
to replace 
existing 
narrow path, 
which is in 
poor condition 

This is a 
connection 
intended as a 
part of the 
original path 
improvement 
scheme for 

FoMCP/ 
MBC 

2 Project 
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steep path 
from 
stepping 
stones 

the Country 
Park 

31 26 

Along the 
centre of the 
Oak Tree 
Av. 

Path creation 

Create path 
3m wide to 
reroute the 
existing 
narrow path 
which is in 
poor 
condition. The 
new path is to 
be placed 
along the 
centre line of 
the tree 
avenue. The 
old path is to 
be removed, 
the area 
reseeded with 
meadow mix 
grass seed 
and the area 
made good 

There is an 
issue of 
safety 
regarding this 
route. Serious 
consideration 
should be 
given to the 
placement of 
a feature at 
the lower end 
of the avenue 
to prevent a 
direct line 
being taken 
down the hill 
to the railway 
bridge 

FoMCP 1 

Project. This 
would tie up 
with items 1 
– 7 above 

32 27 
At the end of 
the Oak 
Tree Avenue 

Shrub removal 

Remove 
standing 
deadwood 
and shrubs 
from end of 
tree avenue 

This 
shrubbery 
should be 
replaced with 
a group of 
trees or 
similar if 
removed 

FoMCP 1 

Project. This 
would tie up 
with items 1 
– 7 above 

33 28 

Alongside 
the 
boundary 
with Jeldwen 

Cut back 
vegetation 

Cut back 
vegetation to 
fence line and 
clean path 
surface 

This is a mix 
of nettles, 
grass and 
brambles 
overhanging 
the path and 
effectively 
reducing the 
with of the 
path surface 

FoMCP 1 Maintenance 

34 29 Bird screen 
Wooden 
structure 
repairs 

Repair 
structure of 
bird hide 

This work 
may be 
carried out by 
a work group 

MBC 1 
Maintenance/ 

Safety 

35 30 

Tree 
plantation 
east of 
railway 
embankment 

Thinning and 
removal of 
trees 

Remove 50% 
of the trees 
within this 
plantation 

Conservation 
and wildlife 
project 

MBC 2 Project 

36 31 

Tree 
plantation to 
the north of 
the Visitor 
Centre 

Thinning and 
removal of 
trees 

Thin 20% of 
planted trees 

Tree health 
and 
conservation 

MBC 3 Project 
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Priority 
Notes 

37 33 
Trees at 
Willow Drive 
car park 

Inspection and 
tree work  

Arrange for 
professional 
inspection of 
the poplars on 
the car park. 
Undertake 
work as 
recommended 

One tree in 
this group fell 
over in early 
2005. The 
rest of the 
group need 
inspecting to 
ensure that 
they are safe 

MBC 1 Safety 

38 34 

Stream 
banks 
alongside 
football area 

Cut down 
vegetation and 
remove 
arisings 

Conservation 
work 

This will 
prevent the 
vegetation in 
this area 
becoming too 
uncontrolled 
and improve 
the wildflower 
interest in this 
area 

MBC 2 Maintenance 

39 35 

Willows in 
stream near 
Scalford 
Brook exit to 
the park 

Coppice and 
remove fallen 
trunks 

Some of the 
willows are 
large and are 
likely to fall 
into the 
watercourse 
causing an 
obstruction 

Conservation 
and land 
drainage 
issue. These 
were intended 
to be 
coppiced 
when 
originally 
planted. 

MBC 2 Maintenance 

40 10 
Header 
bollards for 
entry signs 

Replace old 
header boards 

The current 
boards are 
rotting and 
are in poor 
condition. 

The FoMCP 
have 
refurbished 
the boards 
and may be 
interested in 
installing the 
new boards 

FoMCP 2 Maintenance 

41 36 

Coppicing of 
stumps 
within the 
tree pen 

Coppicing 
Cut sprouting 
stumps to 
ground level 

This is part of 
the 
conservation 
management 
of the park 

MBC 2 Maintenance 
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10.4 Appendix 4 - Tree Policy (Trees and Tree Belts  
Adjacent to Housing) 

 
INCLUDING: MELTON COUNTRY PARK, KIRBY FIELDS, SOUTH  MELTON 
COMMUNITY CENTRE AND BALDOCKS LANE 

 
PURPOSE OF TREE BELTS 
 
Throughout the town a number of trees have been planted to provide green screens 
between houses and the parks. Trees have also been planted to provide interest and 
cover for the parks.  Many of these trees have now matured and are providing cover 
and screening as intended.  These trees and screens are in need of continuing 
maintenance to ensure their safe condition and that they do not cause excessive 
nuisance to neighbouring properties or users of the parks and open spaces. 
 
In some locations shrubs are used to discourage access to property boundaries.  
 
MELTON BOROUGH COUNCIL 
 
Melton Borough Council will maintain trees and tree belts so far as the council has 
power to do so, (usually where the council own or maintain the land) a list of 
maintained areas can be obtained from Melton Borough Council, Customer Services. 
  
Tree belts are to provide as far as possible continuous tree cover along the full length 
of boundary where they have been planted. Their purpose is to screen the view of 
the houses when the trees are in full leaf. 
 
The Council will maintain trees in its control in reasonable condition.  Priority will be 
given to trees that are dead, dying, diseased, in poor condition or suppressed due to 
dense planting or where branches are touching or causing obvious problems to 
adjacent properties. 
 
Not being able to view the park from the house or trees dropping leaves into gardens 
will not be considered a legitimate reason for requesting trees to be removed. 
 
Trees and shrubs will be cut back from public pathways to give a clearance of 2.1m 
above the path and 1m from the path edge where practical. 
 
The Council will take reasonable measures to prevent trees and shrubs causing a 
nuisance or being used to cause a nuisance to residents or users of the parks and 
open spaces.  Measures may include crown lifting or removal of branches.  Removal 
will only be considered where the problem has proven to be intractable or for tree 
health reasons as noted above. 
 
Where practical work will be undertaken to trees and shrubs where antisocial 
behaviour, is taking place to reduce its likelihood or effects. 
 
Where shrubs are grown alongside boundaries they are to be encouraged to grow 
densely to discourage access to property boundaries. This will usually be done by 
trimming the shrubs for height, thereby encouraging dense growth.  
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Melton Borough Council will undertake site visits to investigate complaints or 
comments regarding the trees and will inform the complainant of decisions made in 
the light of this policy. 
 
Where there are claims made against the council for subsidence or other damage 
these must be forwarded in writing to Melton Borough Council and will be dealt with 
by the Melton Borough Council insurers. Actions taken under this policy should not 
be taken as an admission of responsibility by Melton Borough Council. 
 
HOUSEHOLDERS 
 
Householders have the right to remove any branches at the points where they 
encroach over their boundary and return the resulting brash to the owner of the tree. 
 
For tree health reasons Melton Borough Council may be willing to agree to the 
householder removing specific branches beyond their boundary.  Melton Borough 
Council may also permit access to the park to undertake specific agreed works. 
 
Melton Borough Council will not agree to any payment to householders for any 
works. 
 
Any claims against the Council for damage or subsidence must be made in writing 
and will be dealt with by our insurers in the usual way. 
 
FUTURE PLANS 
 
Melton Country Park, Redwood Avenue Tree belt: 
 
·  Removal of dead, dying and dangerous trees; 
·  Review of trees close to boundary fencing where they are causing a problem; 
·  Progressive removal of conifers from the tree belt; 
·  Plant shrubs and small trees in gaps to diversify cover at Melton Country Park; 
·  Consult with residents and the Friends of MCP where appropriate on medium 

terms (20 years), replacement of selected trees and conifers with smaller native 
species. 

 
Kirby Fields park shrub area: 
 
·  Remove trees and shrubs within 1m of the tarmac path from Kirby Lane to the 

park entry; 
·  Cut shrubs adjacent to the house boundaries to between 1m and 1.2m high to 

encourage dense growth and discourage access to property boundaries.  
 
Baldocks Lane: 
 
·  Monitor the condition of the trees. 
 
Kirby Lane Community Centre: 
 
·  Remove conifers screening the corner used as a gathering point for groups of 

youths; 
·  Crown thin and clean out ash tree to the rear of 6 Meynell Close. 
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Fairmead Estate: 
 
·  Inspect trees and undertake works as needed. 
 
 
Paul Barker  
Open Spaces Officer 
24th February 2006 
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10.5 Appendix 5 – Friends of Melton Country Park 
Constitution and Terms of Reference 
 
Melton Country Park will provide a varied, safe, high quality environment, which will 
meet the needs of the local community, allowing people of all ages and abilities to 
enjoy both active and passive recreation and encourage the enjoyment and 
appreciation of the natural environment. 
 
1 Introduction – Aims of Group 
 
·  To ensure that the park develops so as to meet the needs of the local community 
 
·  To provide and accessible quiet haven for the enjoyment of the countryside which 

brings together accessible examples of the local ecology and landscape 
 
·  To provide a public open space where, as far as possible, the needs of wildlife 

are met while encouraging public access 
 
·  To encourage a wide variety of activities in the park which are compatible with its 

nature 
 
·  To work to provide a safe environment for all users of the park 
 
·  To work will all appropriate bodies to encourage the appropriate use of the park 
 
·  To provide a high quality environment which will encourage visitors to Melton 
 
2 Membership and Operation of the Group 
 
2.1 Membership is regardless of colour, culture, ethnic origin, race, religion, 

disability, sexuality or marital status. Each member will have an equal vote. 
 
2.2 Membership is open to members of the Borough and others with an interest in 

improving the Country Park Environment 
 
3 Membership and Operation of the Committee 
 
3.1 The committee will meet two monthly, but meetings may be held more 

frequently when required 
 
3.2 The committee will be elected at the annual general meeting each year. All 

members of the public are welcome to attend all meetings. The committee will 
consist of a maximum of 12 people.  

 
3.3 A member of the committee who misses three consecutive meetings without 

sending apologies before meetings, and not having an acceptable reason for 
non-attendance will be considered to have resigned from the committee. The 
secretary will make one attempt in writing and by telephone before it is 
considered that a member has resigned. 
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3.4 Committee members will be elected to the committee for a period of one year, 
beginning from the date of the Annual General Meeting. 

 
3.5 The committee will elect from within its members a Chair, Vice Chair, 

Treasurer, Secretary and Public Relations Officer. These officers will normally 
serve for a period of one year. All officers will be elected annually at the 
Annual General Meeting. Nominations must be proposed and seconded. 

 
3.6 Decisions will be reached by means of a simple majority vote, a minimum of 

51%. This will normally be by a show of hands, unless at least two members 
ask for a secret ballot. In the event of an equal vote, the Chair will have the 
casting vote. 

 
3.7 The committee may also co-opt to a maximum of three people. These will not 

have voting rights. 
 
4 Committee Officers’ Roles 
 
4.1 The Chair will ensure the smooth running of meetings in a fair and efficient 

manner 
 
4.2 The Vice-Chair will deputise for the Chair if he/she is absent 
 
4.3 The Secretary will keep accurate notes of meetings, issue agendas, produce 

correspondence on behalf of the committee, and report to the committee on 
any correspondence received and make available to the public all agendas 
and notes of meetings. 

 
4.4 The Treasurer will bank and account for any funds for which the committee is 

responsible, pay any approved expenditure and report to the committee 
quarterly on its financial position. Three signatories will the Chair, Secretary 
and the Treasurer. 

 
4.5 The Public Relations Officer will liase with outside agencies i.e. the press, 

Council and other organisations, to promote the Friends of the Country Park. 
 
5 The Council 
 
5.1 All Councillors are actively encouraged to attend as observers and to 

participate in the operation of the committee. 
 
5.2 Senior council staff will support the committee, and other staff will be invited to 

attend when needed to advise the committee. Invited staff and speakers are 
not expected to stay for the remainder of the agenda. 

 
5.3 The Council will do its best to: 
 

- Provide a venue for each meeting of the committee 
- Provide photocopying, postal and other administrative services 
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6 Quorum 
 
6.1 Any meeting of the committee will be quorate provided that at least seven 

representatives are present.  
 
7 Equal Opportunities 
 
7.1 The Friends of the Country Park shall positively promote Equal Opportunities 

within the community and membership, work for the elimination of 
discrimination against persons on the basis of race, gender, sexuality, age, 
disability and religion 

 
8 Changing the Constitution 
 
8.1 This constitution may only be changed following a vote at a meeting of all 

members and only if at least 51% of those voting are in favour of the 
amendment 

 
9 Dissolution of Friends of Melton County Park 
 
9.1 A special open meeting will be called if 100 or more members submit a 

proposal to dissolve the group in writing to the Secretary. The Secretary will 
give all members 21 days notice of such a meeting, which shall contain the 
wording of the proposal. The forum shall only be dissolved if two thirds present 
at the Special Open Meeting vote for the motion to dissolve the Forum 
followed by the decision of the assets, funds and equipment. 

 
10 AGM 
 
10.1 15 persons must be present for the meeting to be quorate 
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10.6 Appendix 6 – Planned Improvements to the Visit or 
Centre/Café 
 

 
 
The drawing shown above shows the proposed development of the Visitor Centre 
and Café at the Country Park. The proposal relocates the kitchen facilities to provide 
views from the café over the park. An entrance lobby is created enabling the toilet 
facilities to be secured out of hours and a canopy to the entrance provides shelter for 
dog walkers and gives access to the snack kiosk. The main café space will open onto 
a terrace and could feature a mixture of loose tables and fixed bench seating. In the 
drawing above, the café is shown extending under the existing covered veranda, but 
this could be reduced if required and if sufficient funds are not found. Externally, the 
building form is softened with the use of timber cladding helping to tie the aesthetic 
into the country park environment as a whole. 
 
The proposed scheme is subject to consultation and funding, and a guideline figure 
for the scheme is thought to be £45,000 - £50,000. 
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10.7 Appendix 7 – Melton Country Park Visitor Surve y 2001: 
Results 
 
Temporary wardens working in the park in the summer of 2001 conducted a survey of 190 
visitors, in order to gain an overall general impression of the park. The results of the survey 
were as follows: 
 
1. Approximately how far have you travelled to get to Melton Country Park? 
 

Travelling Percentage 
Less than 1 mile 62.6% 
1 – 2 miles 15.3% 
3 – 5 miles 11.6% 
6 – 10 miles 3.2% 
11 – 20 miles 3.2% 
More than 20 miles 4.2% 

 
2. What age band do you fall into? 
 

Age Percentage  
Under 14 8% 
15 – 18 102% 
18 – 25 3.7% 
26 – 35 17.6% 
36 – 40 16% 
46 – 54 13.4% 
55+ 31% 

 
3. Are you Male/Female? 
 

Gender Percentage 
Male 53.7% 
Female 46.3% 

 
4. Accessibility 
 

Accessibility Percentage 
Good 89.4% 
Acceptable 7.9% 
Poor 2.6% 

 
5. Did you come to the park…? 
 

Response Percentage 
Alone 34.8% 
As part of the group 24.5% 
With family 40.8% 

 
6. How often do you use the park? 
 

Frequency Percentage 
Every day 51.9% 
More than once a week 12.7% 
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Weekly 15.9% 
Monthly 7.4% 
Less than once a month 9.5% 
First visit 2.6% 

 
7. How did you travel to the park? 
 

Mode of Transport Percentage 
On foot 51.1% 
On bicycle 9.5% 
By public transport 0% 
By car 40% 
By motorcycle 1.6% 
Other 0% 

 
8. What is the main reason for your visit? 
 

Reason Percentage 
To walk a dog 51.1.% 
Visit with children 17.7% 
Other 4.8% 
Enjoyment of open space 31.2% 
Use play areas or other facilities 20.4% 
Wildlife 12.9% 
Travelling through the park 8.1% 

 
9. How would you rate the standard of cleanliness of the park? 
 

Cleanliness  Percentage  
Good 52.9% 
Acceptable 28% 
Poor 19% 

 
10. How would you rate the general maintenance of the park? 
 

Maintenance  Percentage  
Good 59.9% 
Acceptable 29.4% 
Poor 10.7% 

 
11. How would you rate the facilities provided in the park? 
 

Facilities Percentage  
Good 67.9% 
Acceptable 25% 
Poor 7.1% 

 
12. How would you rate the standard of the café facilities in the park? 
 

Café Percentage  
Good 66.2% 
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Acceptable 17.3% 
Poor 16.5% 

 
13. How would you rate the standard of information provided in the park? 
 

Information  Percentage  
Good 64.4% 
Acceptable 27.3% 
Poor 8.1% 

 
14. How would you rate the standard of the paths in the park? 
 

Paths Percentage  
Good 68.8% 
Acceptable 19.9% 
Poor 11.3% 

 
15. How would you rate the standard of litter bins in the park? 
 

Litter Bins Percentage  
Good 41.2% 
Acceptable 33.7% 
Poor 25.1% 

 
16. How would you rate the standard of car parking facilities in the park? 
 

Car Parking Percentage 
Good 86.5% 
Acceptable 12.4% 
Poor 1.2% 

 
17. How would you rate the standard of safety to be found in the park? 
 

Safety Percentage  
Good 62% 
Acceptable 24.1% 
Poor 13.9% 
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10.8 Appendix 8 – Environmental Crime Incident Repo rt 
Form 
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10.9 Appendix 9 – Budgetary Information 
 
Community & Social Affairs Committee 
 
Revenue Estimates 2008 – 2009 
 
10.9.1 General Expenses 
 

   

Employees 1,980  
Premises 6,750  
Transport 1,150  
Supplies 1,380  
Third Party Payments 120  
Support Services 67,150  
Capital Charges 6,390  
Total Expenditure  83,540 
Income  0 
Net Expenditure Chargeable to Council Tax  83,540 
   

 
10.9.2 Special Expenses (Open Spaces Budget – to be  spent on all open spaces 
throughout the Borough) 
 

   

Employees 0  
Premises 34,940  
Supplies 2,810  
Third Party Payments 3,840  
Support Services 202,400  
Total Expenditure  243,990 
Capital Charges  9,000 
Impairments  0 
Capital Contributions Deferred  8,180 
Income  200 
Net Expenditure Chargeable to Council Tax  244,610 
   

 
10.9.3 Total Budget 
 

   

Total Expenditure  327,530 
Income  200 
Net Expenditure Chargeable to Council Tax  328,150 
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10.10 Appendix 10 – Byelaws in Respect of Melton Co untry 
Park  
 
Byelaws made by the Council of the Borough of Melton under section 41 of the 
Countryside Act 1968, with respect to Melton Country Park, Melton Mowbray. 
 
 INTERPRETATION 
 
1. In these byelaws: 
 
 “the Council” means the Council of the Borough of Melton; 
 
 “the land” means Melton Country Park, Melton Mowbray. 
 
 CLIMBING 
 
2. No person shall, without reasonable excuse, climb any wall or fence on or 

enclosing the land, or any tree, or any barrier, railing, post, or other structure 
 
 REMOVAL OF STRUCTURES 
 
3. No person shall, without reasonable excuse, remove from or displace on the 

land any barrier, railing, post or seat, or any part of any structure or ornament, 
or any implement provided for use in the laying out or maintenance of the 
land. 

 
 GRAZING 
 
4. No person shall, without the consent of the Council, turn out or permit any 

animal to graze on the land. 
 
 HORSES 
 
5. No person shall, without the consent of the Council, ride a horse on the land. 
 
 VEHICLES 
 
6. (1) No person shall, without reasonable excuse, ride or drive a cycle, motor 

cycle, motor vehicle or any other mechanically propelled vehicle on the land, 
or bring or cause to be brought on to the land a motor cycle, motor vehicle, 
trailer or any other mechanically propelled vehicle (other than a cycle), except 
on any part of the land where there is a right of way for that class of vehicle 

  
 (2) If the Council has set apart a space on the land for use by vehicles of 

any class, this byelaw shall not prevent the riding or driving of these vehicles 
in the space so set apart, or on a route, indicated by signs placed in a 
conspicuous positions, between it and the entrance to the land. 

 
 (3) This byelaw shall not extend to invalid carriages. 
 
 (4) In this byelaw: 
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 “cycle” means a bicycle, a tricycle, or a cycle having four or more wheels, not 
being in any case a motor cycle or motor vehicle; 

 
 “invalid carriage” means a vehicle, whether mechanically propelled or not, the 

unladen weight of which does not exceed 150 kilograms, the width of which 
does not exceed 0.85 metres and which has been constructed or adapted for 
use for the carriage of one person, being a person suffering from some 
physical defect or disability and is used solely by such a person; 

 
 “motor cycle” means a mechanically propelled vehicle, not being an invalid 

carriage, with less than four wheels and the weight of which unladen does not 
exceed 410 kilograms; 

 
 “motor vehicle” means a mechanically propelled vehicle, not being an invalid 

carriage, intended or adapted for use on roads; and 
 
 “trailer” means a vehicle drawn by a motor vehicle and includes a caravan 
 
 PROTECTION OF FLOWER BEDS, TREES, GRASS, ETC. 
 
7. No person shall on the land enter upon: 
 
 (a) any part of the land set aside for the renovation of grass or turf, where 

adequate notice to keep off such grass or turf is exhibited; 
 
 or 
 
 (b) any flower bed, shrub or plant, or any ground in the course of preparation 

as a flower bed, or for the growth of any tree, shrub or plant. 
 
 POLLUTION OF WATERWAYS 
 
8. No person shall intentionally, carelessly or negligently foul or pollute any 

waterway comprised in the land. 
 
 WATERCOURSES 
 
9. No person shall knowingly cause or permit the flow of any drain or 

watercourse on the land to be obstructed or diverted, or open, shut or 
otherwise work or operate any sluice or similar operation on the land. 

 
 BATHING 
 
10. No person shall, without reasonable excuse, bathe or swim in any waterway 

comprised on the land, except in an area where a notice exhibited by the 
Council permits bathing and swimming. 

 
 GAMES 
 
11. No person shall play any ball game to the danger of any other person using 

the land. 
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12. Where the Council has, by a notice placed in a conspicuous position on the 
land, set apart an area on the land for the playing of such games as may be 
specified in the notice, no person shall: 

 
 (a) play in such an area any game other than the game for which it has been 

set apart; 
 
 (b) use and such area so as to give reasonable grounds for annoyance to any 

person already using that area for any purpose for which it has been set apart; 
or 

 
 (c) play any game so specified on any other part of the land in such a manner 

as to exclude any person not playing the game from the use of that part. 
 
13. (1) No person shall on the land play any game: 
 
 (a) so as to give reasonable grounds for annoyance to any other person on 

the land; or 
 
 (b) which is likely to cause damage to any tree, shrub or plot on the land. 
 
 (2) This byelaw shall not extend to any area set apart by the Council for the 

playing of any game. 
 
14. No person shall, in any area of the land which may have been set apart by the 

Council for any game, play any game when the state of the ground or other 
cause makes it unfit for use, and a notice is placed in a conspicuous poison 
prohibiting play in that area of the land. 

 
 ARCHERY 
 
15. No person shall, except in connection with an event organised by or held with 

the consent of the Council, take part in the sport of archery on the land. 
 
 ERECTION OF STRUCTURES 
 
16. No person shall on the land, without the consent of the Council, erect any 

post, rail, fence, pole, tent, booth; stand, building or other structure. 
 
 TRADING 
 
17. No person shall on the land, without the consent of the Council, sell or offer or 

expose for sale, or let to hire, or expose for letting to hire, any commodity or 
article. 

 
 CAMPING 
 
18. No person shall on the land, without the consent of the Council, erect a tent or 

use any vehicle, including a caravan, or any other structure, for the purpose of 
camping, except on any area which may be set apart and indicated by notice 
as a place where camping is permitted. 
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 PROTECTION OF WILDLIFE 
 
19. No person shall on the land intentionally kill, injure, take or disturb any animal 

or fish, or engage in hunting shooting or fishing, or the setting of traps or nets 
or the laying of snares. 

 
 REMOVAL OF SUBSTANCES 
 
20. No person shall remove from or displace on the land any stone, soil or turf, or 

the whole or any part of any plant or tree. 
 
 BOATS 
 
21. No person shall operate or sail on any waterway comprised in the land any 

boat which is not for the time being registered with the Council. 
 
 Such registration shall be effected by the Council upon written application by 

the owner of a boat, by: 
 
 (a) entering in a register kept by a duly authorised officer of the Council the 

name and address of the owner, a general description of the boat and the 
serial number of the registration; and 

 
 (b) issuing to the owner a certificate of registration incorporating these 

particulars. 
 
 OBSTRUCTION 
 
22. No person shall on the land: 
 
 (a) intentionally obstruct any officer of the Council in the proper execution of 

his duties 
 
 (b) intentionally obstruct any person carrying out an act which is necessary to 

the proper execution of any contract with the Council; or 
 
 (c) intentionally obstruct and other person in the proper use of the land, or 

behave so as to give reasonable grounds for annoyance to other persons on 
the land. 

 
 SAVINGS 
 
23. (1) An act necessary to the proper execution of his duty on the land by an 

officer of the Council, or any act which is necessary to the proper execution of 
any contract with the Council, shall not be an offence under these byelaws. 

 
 (2) Nothing in or done under any of the provisions of these byelaws shall in 

any respect prejudice or injuriously effect any public right of way through the 
land, or the rights of any person acting legally by virtue of some estate, right or 
interest in, over or affecting the land or any part thereof. 

 
 PENALTY 
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24. Any person offending against any of these byelaws shall be liable on summary 

conviction to a fine not exceeding level 2 on the standard scale. 
 
 REVOCATION 
 
25. The byelaws made by the Council 12th June 1984 and confirmed by the 

Secretary of State for the Home Department on 4th September 2984 in respect 
of Scalford Brook, Melton Mowbray, are hereby revoked. 

 
THE COMMON SEAL of THE COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF MELTON 
was hereto affixed this thirteenth day of March One Thousand Nine Hundred and 
Ninety Three. 
 
       P.J.G. HERRICK 
       Borough Secretary & Clerk 
 
The foregoing byelaws are hereby confirmed by the Secretary of State and shall 
come into operation on the 2nd day of August 1993. 
 
Signed and authorised by the Secretary of State 
 

       M.E. HEAD 
       An Assistant Under-Secretary of 

State 
 

Home Office, London SW1.8th July 0993 
 

Issued By: Melton Borough Council 
  Nottingham Road 
   Melton Mowbray 

  LEICS 
  LE 14 4DP 
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10.11 Appendix 11 – Significant Wildlife Sightings 
 
The following significant wildlife sightings have taken place within the park over the 
last 20 years: 
 
Protected Species 
 
Common Name (Species)  
 
Brambling (Fringilla montifringilla) 

 
 
 
 
 

European Otter (Lutra lutra) 
 

 
 
Fieldfare (Turdus pilaris) 
 

 
 
Great Crested Newt (Triturus cristatus) 
 

 
 
Kingfisher (Alcedo atthis) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Redwing (Turdus iliacus) 
 

 
 
Smooth Newt (Triturus vulgaris) 
 

 
 
Water Vole (Arvicola terrestris) 
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Key Species 
 
Key Species are those species which have been identified in the Leicestershire and 
Rutland Biodiversity Action Plan. 
 
Common Name (Species)  
 
Barn Swallow (Hirundo rustica) 
 

 
 
Black-headed Gull (Larus ridibundus) 
 

 
 
Blackcap (Sylvia atricapilla) 
 

 
 
Common Blackbird (Turdus merula) 
 

 
 
Common Bullfinch (Pyrrhula pyrrhula) 
 

 
 
Common Buzzard (Buteo buteo) 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Common Chiffchaff (Phylloscopus 
collybita) 
 

 
 
Common Coot (Fulica atra) 
 

 
 
Common Goldeneye (Bucephala 
clangula) 
 

 
 
Common Kestrel (Falco tinnunculus) 
 

 
 
Common Linnet (Carduelis cannabina) 
 

 
 
Common Pochard (Aythya farina) 
 

 



Page 83 of 86  

Common Shelduck (Tadorna tadorna) 
 

 

Common Snipe (Gallinago gallinago) 
 

 
 
Common Starling (Sturnus vulgaris) 
 

 
 
Common Tern (Sterna hirundo) 
 

 
 
Eurasian Teal (Anas crecca) 
 

 
 
European Goldfinch (Carduelis 
carduelis) 
 

 
 
European Turtle Dove (Streptopelia 
turtur) 
 

 
 
 

Gadwall (Anas Strepera) 
 

 
 
Great Cormorant (Phalacrocorax 
carbo) 
 

 
 
Great Crested Grebe (Podiceps 
cristatus) 
 

 
 
Great Crested Newt (Triturus cristatus) 
 

 
 
Grey Partridge (Perdix perdix) 
 

 
 
Gray Wagtail (Motacilla cinerea) 
 

 
 
Hedge Accentor (Prunella modularis) 
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Kingfisher (Alcedo atthis) 
 

 
 
Little Grebe (Tachybaptus ruficollis) 
 

 
 
Marsh Tit (Poecile palustris) 
 

 
 
Cygnus olor (Mute Swan) 
 

 
 
Cheiracanthium erraticum 
 

 
 
Northern Lapwing (Vanellus vanellus) 
 

 
 
Northern Shoveler (Anas clypeata) 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Reed Bunting (Emberiza schoeniclus) 
 

 
 
Ruddy Darter (Sympetrum 
sanguineum) 
 

 
 
Sand Martin (Riparia riparia) 
 

 
 
Song Thrush (Turdus philomelos) 
 

 
 
Stock Pigeon (Columba oenas) 
 

 
 
Stonechat (Saxicola torquata) 
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Sky Lark (Alauda arvensis) 
 

 
 
Tufted Duck (Aythya fuligula) 
 

 
 
Water Rail (Rallus Aquaticus) 
 

 
 
White-legged damselfly (Platycnemis 
pennipes) 
 

 
 
Willow Tit (Poecile montanus) 
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