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PART 1: INTRODUCTION 
 
This is the draft report by Knight, Kavanagh & Page (KKP) to deliver an update of the 2005 
Open Space, Sport and Recreation Study for Melton Borough Council (MBC). It focuses on 
reporting the updated findings of the original assessment report also carried out, by KKP. 
 
This report update report provides an audit based assessment of the quantity and quality 
of outdoor sport and recreation facilities in accordance with Planning Policy Guidance 
Note 17 (PPG17) and its Companion Guide entitled “Assessing Needs and Opportunities” 
published in September 2002. It will provide a robust evidence base to enable MBC to 
develop planning policies as part of the Local Development Framework (LDF) and other 
local development documents. The specific objectives of this audit and assessment are 
to: 
 
�  Update the existing audit of outdoor sports facilities. 
�  Update the assessment of supply and demand for the facilities through targeted 

consultation. 
�  Reassess deficiencies and surpluses in provision through the Sport England Playing 

Pitch Model (PPM). 
�  Update sports by sport recommendations. 
 
1.1: Report Structure 
 
The following sections summarise the local administration of the main grass pitch and 
non-pitch sports in the Borough.  
 
Each provides a quantitative summary of provision and a map showing the distribution of 
facilities. It also provides information about the availability of facilities to/for the local 
community and, the governing body of each sport and regional strategic plans. The 
findings of club consultation and key issues for each sport are summarised. 
 
KKP has covered all sports for which there is currently organised, structured play on 
outdoor playing pitches as follows: 
 
�  Football 
�  Cricket 
�  Rugby 
�  Hockey 
�  Bowls 
�  Golf 
�  Tennis 
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PART 2: CONTEXT 
 
2.1: National context 
 
Consideration of the national context is paramount. The following section outlines 
planning policy pertaining to the study. 
 
Planning Policy Guidance (PPG) 17 
 
PPG17 defines outdoor sport and recreation facilities as those ‘with either natural or 
artificial surfaces’, and includes both public and privately owned facilities. It therefore 
includes: 
 
�  Sports pitches 
�  Synthetic turf pitches (STPs) 
�  School and educational institution playing fields 
 
PPG17 recognises the value of outdoor sport and recreation facilities along with other 
open spaces in delivering government targets concerned with raising levels of physical 
activity through: 
 
�  Supporting an urban renaissance 
�  Supporting rural renewal 
�  Promotion of social inclusion and community cohesion 
�  (Enhancing) health and well being 
�  Promoting more sustainable development 
 
Assessing Needs & Opportunities: A Companion Guide to PPG 17 
 
The Companion Guide states that the long term outcomes of a PPG17 study include: 
 
Networks of accessible high quality open spaces, sport and recreation facilities, in both 
urban and rural areas, which meet the needs of residents and visitors and which are fit for 
purpose and economically and environmentally sustainable. 
An appropriate balance between new provision and the enhancement of existing 
provision. 
Clarity and reasonable certainty for developers and landowners in relation to the 
requirements and expectations of local planning authorities in respect of open space, 
sport and recreation provision. 
 

In order to deliver these outcomes, a local authority needs to identify local needs and 
opportunities and develop and apply provision standards in a way, which is equitable to 
both developers and local communities. 

 
The Companion Guide outlines a five-step approach to deliver the aims: 
 
�  Step 1: Identifying local needs. 
�  Step 2: Auditing local provision. 
�  Step 3: Setting provision standards. 
�  Step 4: Applying provision standards. 
�  Step 5: Drafting policies. 
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Towards a Level Playing Field 
 
The aims and objectives outlined in PPG17 and its Companion Guide are reiterated in the 
Sport England Playing Pitch Strategy Methodology, ‘Towards a Level Playing Field’ 
(February 2003).  
 
It should be noted that ‘Towards a Level Playing Field’ only deals with the assessment of 
playing pitch provision and does not cover assessments for other outdoor sport and 
recreation facilities. However, the principles and basic methodology can be applied to the 
assessment of other sports. 
 
Sport England strongly recommends that each local authority has an up to date playing 
pitch strategy. The benefits of having a playing pitch strategy are identified as follows: 
 
Corporate and strategic 
It ensures a strategic approach to playing pitch provision. 
It provides robust evidence for capital funding for sports pitch improvement (to support 
applications to agencies such as the Football Foundation, Heritage Lottery Fund and Sport 
England). 
It helps deliver Government policies. 
It helps demonstrate the value of leisure services. 
It improves understanding of the quality and standard of sports pitches and associated 
changing (and other ancillary) facilities and the extent to which they encourage and enable 
more people to take part and enjoy pitch sports. 
It can assist in bringing specific sites back into active use and as a framework to assess sports 
club requests for improved sites and facilities. 
It can guide sports pitch provision and improvements through the Building Schools for the 
Future and Primary Capital programmes and regeneration schemes. 
Operational 
It can result in more efficient use of resources. 
Quality of provision can be enhanced. 
Sports development 
It helps identify where community use of school sports pitches is most needed. 
It provides better information to residents and other users of sports pitches. 
It promotes sports development and can help unlock latent demand. 
Planning 
It is one of the basic tools for implementing PPG17, particularly in relation to establishing a local 
standard for playing pitch provision.  
It allows the presentation of a coherent, up to date assessment and strategy to Sport England in 
its role as statutory consultee – when the planning authority is faced with development 
proposals that affect sports pitches. 
It provides a basis for establishing the requirement for new pitches or improvements to the 
quality of existing pitch sites that arise from new housing developments and the use of Section 
106 Agreements. 
It is one of the best tools to justify protection of pitches in the face of rising development 
pressure on pitch sites for alternative uses, particularly with respect to new housing in order to 
meet regional targets. 
It provides an important evidence base, which is part of a holistic approach to open space 
improvement and protection to support the Local Development Framework including local 
authorities’ emerging core strategies. It establishes a policy framework against which to justify 
existing or new recreation allocations for playing pitches/other leisure activities. 
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The approach and guidance outlined in ‘Towards A Level Playing Field’ are fully endorsed 
by Sport England and the Central Council for Physical Recreation (CCPR) as the 
appropriate way of providing detailed local assessments of playing pitch requirements 
and, as such, have been used in this study. Details of the methodology are outlined later 
in this document. 
 
The Football Association (FA) National Game Strateg y (2007-2012) 
 
The FA’s Strategy provides a strategic framework that sets out the key priorities, 
expenditure proposals and targets for the national game (i.e., football) over a six year 
period. 
 
The main issues facing grassroots football are identified as: 
 
�  Growth and retention (young players) 
�  Growth and retention (adult players) 
�  Football for All 
�  Raising standards and behaviour 
�  Player development 
�  Running the game 
�  Football work force 
�  Facilities 
�  Partnerships and investment 
�  Promotion 
 
The Strategy also reinforces the urgent need to provide affordable, new and improved 
facilities in schools, clubs and on Local Authority sites.  
 
Over 75% of football is played on public sector facilities rather than in private members’ 
clubs. The leisure budgets of most local authorities have been reduced over recent years 
as priorities have been in other sectors. This has resulted in decaying facilities that do not 
serve the community and act as a disincentive to play football. The loss of playing fields 
has also been well documented and adds to the pressure on the remaining facilities to 
cope with the demand, especially in inner city and urban areas. 
 
The growth of the commercial sector in developing custom built 5-a-side facilities has 
changed the overall environment. High quality, modern facilities provided by 
Powerleague, Goals, JJB (now DW) and playfootball.net for example, have added new 
opportunities to participate and prompted a significant growth in the number of 5-a-side 
teams in recent years. 
 
2005/06 - 2012/13 Rugby Football Union (RFU) Strate gic Plan  
 
The RFU Management Board has set out eight key themes to be incorporated in the 
strategic plan review process. These eight themes are as follows:  
 
1. The appropriateness of the ‘seamless game’;  
2. The development of English Qualified Players;  
3. The roles and responsibilities of county boards and clubs in the game;  
4. Development of unified structures and programmes for the game;  
5. Develop IT systems to measure performance;  
6. Maintain the ethos and culture of the game;  
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7. Ensure a ‘growth game’;  
8. Take a leading role in the development of the game worldwide.  
 
Community Rugby’s role is to promote and develop the game within the community by 
encouraging and supporting all those who want to participate by playing, coaching, 
refereeing, administrating or spectating.  
 
The RFU’s Strategic Plan seeks to ensure that priorities are focused upon that will enable 
the Community game to grow, generate lifelong participation and create sustainable 
rugby clubs.  
 
2.3: Active people 
 
On 15 October 2010, Active People Survey 5 (2010/11) commenced. Active People 
Survey 5 will run until 14 October 2011. The latest results from the Active People Survey 
were published on 17 March 2011. 
 
The survey provides by far the largest sample size ever established for a sport and 
recreation survey and allows levels of detailed analysis previously unavailable. It 
identifies how participation varies from place to place and between different groups in the 
population. 
 
The survey also measures; the proportion of the adult population that volunteer in sport 
on a weekly basis, club membership, involvement in organised sport/competition, receipt 
of tuition or coaching, and overall satisfaction with levels of sporting provision in the local 
community. 
 
The questionnaire was designed to enable analysis of the findings by a broad range of 
demographic information, such as gender, social class, ethnicity, household structure, 
age and disability. 
 
The Active People Survey also provides the measurement for the local area estimates of 
adult participation in sport and active recreation (formerly NI8): 

 
�  The first year of the survey, Active People Survey 1, was conducted between 

October 2005 and October 2006. 
�  Active People Survey 2, began on 15 October 2007 and was completed on 14 

October 2008. 
�  Active People Survey 3 (2008/9) began on 15 October 2008 and was completed on 

14 October 2009. 
�  Active People Survey 4 (2009/10) began on 15 October 2009 and was completed on 

14 October 2010. 
 

Table 4.1 below shows the AP2, 3 and 4 survey results for Melton in comparison to the 
England and the Sport England Region of the East Midlands. This type of comparison 
has been developed to aid local authorities in comparative and benchmarking exercises.  
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Table 4.1: Active People Survey results 

Key Performance Indicator (KPI) National  East 
Midlands  

Melton 

KPI 1 - At least 3 days a 
week x 30 minutes 

moderate participation 
(all adults) 

AP2 

% 

16.4 16.8 14.9 
AP3 16.6 16.6 15.3 

AP4 16.5 16.0 18.0 

KPI 2 - At least 1 hour a 
week volunteering to 

support sport (all adults) 

AP2 
 

4.9 5.3 5.8 
AP3 4.7 5.0 4.7 
AP4 4.5 4.8 6.0 

KPI 3 - Club member (all 
adults) 

AP2 
 

24.7 24.1 25.7 
AP3 24.1 23.0 21.3 
AP4 23.9 23.0 26.1 

KPI 4 - Received tuition 
from an instructor or 

coach in last 12 months 
(all adults) 

AP2 

 

18.1 17.6 19.2 
AP3 17.6 17.2 15.4 

AP4 17.5 16.5 15.8 

KPI 5 - Taken part in 
organised competitive 
sport in last 12 months 

(all adults) 

AP2 

 

14.7 15.1 15.9 
AP3 14.4 14.3 14.4 

AP4 14.4 15.0 17.4 

KPI 6 - Satisfaction with 
local sports provision (all 

adults) 

AP2  66.7 66.2 64.8 
AP3 68.4 69.1 71.6 
AP4 69.0 69.0 66.4 

 
AP2 found that 14.9% of those people surveyed in Melton participated in sport and active 
recreation at least three days a week for 30 minutes at a moderate level (KPI 1), which 
places the local authority below the national average. This increased to 15.3% following 
AP3 and increased again to 18.0% for AP4. 
 
Of those surveyed, over two thirds (64.8%) of people from Melton were satisfied with local 
sports provision (AP2) was slightly below the national average (66.7%) and lower than 
the comparable areas. AP3 found that the satisfaction levels increased in Melton (71.6%, 
mirroring the national trends.  Satisfaction levels by AP4 survey had decreased to 66.4%.  
 
Market segmentation 
 
Sport England has also developed a segmentation model with 19 ‘sporting’ segments to 
help better understand attitudes, motivations and perceived barriers to participation.  
 
Knowing which segment is most dominant in the local population is important as it can 
help direct provision and programming for sport and recreation. For example, whilst the 
needs of the smaller segments should not be ignored, it may be useful for MBC to know 
the sports enjoyed by the largest proportion of the population. The segmentation may 
also be able to assist partners to make tailored interventions, communicate more 
effectively with target market(s) and to better understand participation in the context of life 
stage and lifecycles. Those segments found to be most dominant in Melton are shown in 
Table 2.2 below. 
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Table 2.2: Market segmentation results for Melton  
 
Market 
segment 

Key characteristics % of MBC 
population 

Activities/sports that 
appeal to segment 

Philip, 
comfortable 
mid-life 
males 

Philip is the most active within his peer 
group. He enjoys participating in a 
number of activities, including team 
sports, racquet games and technical 
sports. He is likely to be a member of 
fitness or sports clubs and take part in 
competitions. 

11.4% Sailing 
Gym 
Football 
Badminton 
Cycling 
Jogging 
Golf  
Cricket 

Tim, settling 
down males 

Tim manages trips to the gym, 
weekends at the canoe club and the 
odd mid-week game of squash.  

10.6% Football 
Golf 
Squash 
Cricket 
Rugby Union 
Shooting 
American Football 

Roger & Joy 
Free-time 
couples 
nearing the 
end of their 
careers 
 

Roger & Joy are slightly less active 
than the average adult population. 
Their participation levels are below 
average for all of these sports, with the 
exception of bowls, golf and angling. 
 

9.3%   Keep fit/gym  
Swimming  
Cycling  
Golf  
Angling  

Elaine,  
Mid-life 
professional  
 
 

Mid-life professionals who have more 
time for themselves since their children 
left home. Elaine goes to a class at the 
gym one evening a week and enjoys 
watching dramas or reading a book 
other nights.  

7.5% Keep fit/gym  
Swimming  
Cycling  
Athletics  
Running 

Elsie & 
Arnold, 
retirement 
home 
singles  

Have the lowest participation rates of 
the 19 segments. Poor health and 
disability are major inhibitors. 
Participation occurs mainly in low 
intensity activities. Safer 
neighbourhoods or people to go with 
would encourage participation. 
Organised, low-impact, low intensity 
events would be welcomed. 

7.2% Bowls  
Keep Fit 
Yoga 
Aerobics 
 

 
The male market segment with the greatest proportion (11.4%) of the Melton population 
is “Philip”, a comfortable mid-life male. The female market segment with the greatest 
proportion (7.5%) of the Melton population is “Elaine”, a mid-life professional.  
 
This means that the greatest proportion of residents would benefit from initiatives that 
appeal to “Philip”; sports such as sailing, gym, football, badminton, cycling, jogging, golf 
and cricket.  
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Clubmark 
 
‘Playing to Win’ is the Government’s plan to get more people participating simply for the 
‘love of sport’. Its stated vision is to give more people of all ages the opportunity to 
participate in high quality competitive sport through developing an integrated and 
sustainable sporting system which will nurture and develop sporting talent, underpinned 
by a high quality club and competition structure. 
 
Sports clubs, and, in particular, Clubmark clubs directly support this aim. Clubmark 
accredited clubs are externally assessed to ensure they achieve minimum operating 
standards, regardless of the national governing body of sport (NGB) to which they 
affiliate. Evidence collected independently of NGBs suggests that they have, over the 
past two years, increased junior participation, raised the number of active, qualified 
coaches and improved levels of coach qualification, thus making them, in their own view 
and that of the evaluators, more effective and sustainable community sports clubs. There 
are no clubs registered as ‘working towards’ the accreditation.  
 
The following Clubmark accredited clubs use outdoor sport and recreation facilities in 
Melton: 
 
�  Asfordby Melton Society of Anglers  
�  Thorpe Arnold CC 
�  Old Dalby CC 
�  Egerton Park CC 
�  Belvoir CC  
�  Asfordby Amateur Girls FC 
�  Mowbray Rangers FC 
�  Bottesford FC 
�  Asfordby Amateur Junior & Youth FC 
�  Melton Foxes Junior FC 
�  Melton Hockey Club  
�  Melton Mowbray Netball Club  
�  Melton Mowbray Rugby Club  
�  Melton Mowbray Swimming Club  
�  Hamilton Lawn Tennis Club  

 
General summary 
 
Outdoor recreation facilities are owned and managed by a wide variety of agencies in 
Melton, including MBC, Leicestershire County Council (LCC), Melton Mowbray Town 
Estate and a large number of parish councils. 
 
Melton Mowbray Town Estate is a charitable, non profit organisation and is a key provider 
of outdoor sports facilities in the Borough; Asfordby Road Sports Ground, Egerton Park 
and Wilton Park (formerly known as Leicester Road Sports Ground) which are 
predominately in the town centre.  
 
In general, parish councils suggest that there is adequate outdoor sports provision to 
service local communities.  
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PART 3: METHODOLOGY 
 
3.1: Consultation 
 
In order to update development issues and demand for outdoor sports facilities, we 
consulted key clubs and pitch providers in the area, face to face, over a two day period. 
This was supplemented with telephone consultation with regional governing bodies of 
sport to update regional priorities and assess the future impact for Melton.  
 
3.2: Analysis areas 
 
Melton has been divided into four analysis areas (shown below). Analysis areas allow a 
more localised assessment of provision and examination of facility surplus and 
deficiencies at a local level. Use of analysis areas also allows local circumstances and 
issues to be taken into account. Hence the analysis areas are as follows: 
 
�  Central  
�  East  
�  North  
�  West  
 
Figure 3.1: Analysis areas in Melton   
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Population growth 
 
The Office of National Statistics has recently produced long term population projections. 
They project forward the mid year estimates of population for 2004 and give an indication 
of future trends by age and gender for next 25 years. 
 
Current total Borough population is 139,478 ONS (2008 mid-year population estimates). 
 
ONS population projections (2004 – 2029) show that by 2026 (to fit with the Core 
Strategy and the Regional Spatial Strategy) the Borough population is projected to be 
57,675. This equates is a total increase of 8,380 or 17%. 
 
Therefore, an increase of 17% is applied to each analysis area to reflect the population 
projections at a local level: 
 
Analysis areas  (2008) 

Current population 
17% 

Increase 
(2026) 

Future population 
Central  29,525 5019 34,544 
East  4,950 842 5,792 
North  9,485 1612 11,097 
West  5,335 907 6,242 
Melton 49,295 8380 57,675 
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PART 4: FOOTBALL 
 
4.1: Introduction 
 
The Leicestershire County Football Association (LCFA) is the primary organisation 
responsible for development (and some elements of administration) of football in Melton.   
 
4.2: Development priorities and opportunities  
 
Leicestershire & Rutland County Football Association Strategy 2008 – 2012  
 
It has four strategic goals and three key enablers to achieve its aspirations over the 
period 2008-2012. In line with the FA’s national strategy the goals are: 
 
1. Growth and retention – sustaining and increasing the number of players. 
2. Raising standards and addressing abusive behaviour – creating a safe and positive 

environment. 
3. Developing better players – focusing on the 5-11 age group. 
4. Running the game effectively – leading and governing the game. 
 
Its three key enablers (i.e., the infrastructure to achieve the strategic goals): 
 
1. A skilled workforce – recruiting and developing a highly skilled, diverse, paid and 

voluntary workforce. 
2. Improved facilities – improving the access and quality of training and playing facilities. 
3. Marketing and PR – clear communications to everyone involved in the game. 
 
Investment in improved facilities is a key aspect of delivering the strategic goals. In order 
to achieve this LRCFA will: 
 
�  Increase its investment from to £5,000,000 by 2012 
�  Support strategic development of multi pitch facilities with local authorities 
�  Support Community Clubs to develop facilities 
�  Support the development of artificial pitches 
�  Run funding facility workshops 
�  To actively attract inward investment into the region 
 
4.3: Supply  
 
KKP has identified a total of 95 teams playing in Melton.  This includes youth and mini 
provision but excludes small sided games such as five aside, which is consistent with 
guidelines set out by Sport England in ‘Towards a Level Playing Field’. 
 
The audit identifies 17 sites which are available for community use, providing a total of 33 
pitches. The majority of pitch provision is concentrated in the Central Melton, East Melton 
and North Melton analysis areas.  
 
Since the 2005 study, the number of pitches (available for community use) has remained 
the same. However, there has been an increase of six senior pitches and a decrease of 
five junior and one mini pitch.  Furthermore, the number of football competitive teams 
(with the exception of mini soccer) has increased by an additional 13 teams. However, 
mini soccer teams have decreased by 11 teams.  



MELTON BOROUGH COUNCIL   
PLAYING PITCH ASSESSMENT UPDATE 
 
 

March 2011              3-028-1011 Final report: Knight Kavanagh & Page           12 

Table 4.1: Summary of pitches available for community use and teams by analysis area 
 

 
‘Towards a Level Playing Field’ defines a senior football pitch as 90m x 46m (minimum 
size) with 1.4 hectares maximum safety boundary. The minimum size of a junior football 
pitch is 70m x 42m and a mini football pitch 46m x 27m. 
 
Demand 
 
Data from the Melton Football Participation Report2 report suggests that there are 97 
teams currently playing competitive football in the Borough which comprise: 
 
�  28 adult teams 
�  5 youth teams 
�  64 mini soccer teams 
 
In Melton the club to team ratio is 1:2.5 (i.e. each club runs on average 2.5 teams). This 
compares to a national ratio of 1:2.9 and a regional ration of 1:2.6. 15 of the youth clubs 
in Melton run youth 11 – a side teams only and do not have a mini soccer team. In total, 
15 clubs in Melton field youth teams (11 a side) and do not have a mini soccer team. 
Conversely, almost three quarters (78.3%) of adult-only clubs, have only one team, 
compared to the national average of 76.0%. There is thus, a preponderance of single 
team adult clubs.  
 
In total six football clubs in Melton have been awarded FA Charter Standard 
accreditation, as follows: 
 
�  Asfordby Amateurs FC (Community) 
�  Asfordby Amateurs Girls FC (Community) 
�  Bottesford (Development) 
�  Melton Allstars (Community) 
�  Melton Foxes (Community) 
�  Melton Rangers (Community) 
 
Asfordby Amateur FC is working towards Development status.  

                                                
 
 
1 Girls and boys play alongside in mini soccer at U7s – U10s (i.e., ages 6-9 years old). 
 
2 Melton 10/11 Football Participation Report 

Analysis area No. of available 
pitches 

No. of competitive teams 

Senior  Junior  Mini Senior 
men 

Senior 
women  

Junior 
boys 

Junior 
girls 

Mini-
soccer

1 
Central  16 4 3 23 2 16 6 12 

East  2 - - 1 - 7 - 6 

North  8 - - 7 - 10 - 5 

West  - - - - - - - - 

MELTON 26 4 3 31 2 33 6 23 
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Figure 4.1: Location of football pitches in the Borough   
 

 
Figure 4.1 indicates that there is generally an even distribution of football pitches across 
the Borough, with most provision centralised around Melton and Asfordby. There are no 
football pitches in the West Melton Analysis Area although this corresponds with the 
rurality of the area. 
 
Table 4.2: Key to map 
 
Site name KKP 

ref 
Analysis area Community 

use 
No. of pitches  

Senior Junior  Mini  

All England Ground 1 Central  Yes 1   
Asfordby Hill 5 Central  Yes  3 1 
Asfordby Parish Playing 
Field 

3 Central  Yes 1   

Asfordby Sports & Social 
Club 

2 Central  Yes 3 1 2 

Egerton Park Sports 
Ground 

15 Central Yes 2   

Howell Sports Ground 53 Central  Yes 1   
King Edward VIII School  20 Central  Yes 2   
Melton Country Park 23 Central  Yes 4   
Queen Elizabeth 11 Jubilee 
Park  

61 Central  Yes 1   

Thorpe Road Recreation 
Ground 

28 Central  Yes 1   
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Site name KKP 
ref 

Analysis area Community 
use 

No. of pitches  

Senior Junior  Mini  

Buckminster Playing Field 12 East  Yes 1   
Goadby Road 16 East  Yes 1   
Somerby Sports Pitch  65 East  No   1 
Belvoir High School 
(Football & Tennis) 

79 North  Yes 3   

Bottesford Cricket and 
Social Club 

59 North  Yes 1   

Bottesford Village Hall 
Playing Field  

64 North  Yes 1   

Croxton Kerrial Sports Club 14 North  Yes 1   
Hose Village Hall Sports 
Field  

18 North Yes 2   

 
4.6: Key issues from consultation  
 
Demand 
 
The number of teams in Melton has increased by five from season 09/10 to season 
10/11. This increase is expressed as seven youth and three mini soccer teams. However, 
there has been a decrease of one senior and four small sided teams. 
 
Football Participation Reports changes in participation3 
 
Conversion rates estimate the number of individuals playing football (expressed as a 
percentage of the population). The following table summarises conversion rates for 
Melton for the last three seasons, compared with regional (East Midlands) and national 
averages to provide a useful baseline for Melton. 
 
Table 4.3: Summary of participation trends 08/09 - 10/11 (conversion rates) 
 
 Adult 

male 
(11v11) 

Adult 
female 
(11v11) 

Youth male 
(11v11) 

Youth 
female 
(11v11) 

Mini 
soccer 

Melton 08/09 5.0% 0.2% 23.9% 2.0% 8.9% 
Melton 09/10 4.6% 0.3% 25.8% 4.8% 8.5% 
Melton 10/11 5.8% 0.4% 26.3% 4.8% 11.2% 
East Midlands 08/09 5.0% 0.2% 24.9% 2.8% 8.9% 
East Midlands 09/10 4.9% 0.3% 25.8% 4.8% 8.5% 
East Midlands 10/11 5.7% 0.3% 22.9% 2.8% 10.0% 
National Average 
08/09 

5.0% 0.2% 23.9% 2.0% 8.9% 

National Average 09/10 4.8% 0.2% 23.3% 2.0% 8.0% 
National Average 10/11 5.4% 0.3% 21.4% 2.3% 9.1% 

                                                
 
 
3 Source: Melton Football Participation Report Season 10/11 
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Green - indicates figures above the national average. 
 
Conversion rates (10/11 season) for Melton are higher than regional (East Midlands) and 
national averages for all categories; adult male, adult female, youth male, youth female 
and mini soccer categories.  
 
A comparison of conversion rates of Local Authorities can be made between those similar 
in nature by utilising the National Statistic 2009 Area Classification of Local Authorities 
(provided by the Office for National Statistics). The classification groups Local Authorities 
based on population characteristics.  
 
Table 4.4 below shows the conversion rates for Melton compared to those most similar to 
it, that is, members of the same subgroup.  
 
Table 4.4: Comparison of Local Authorities in the same subgroup as Melton 
 

Football Type  Conversion 
Target 4  

Melton 
Conversion 

Rate  

Variance  Growth 
Potential  

Adult 11 – a side  Male 6.4 5.8 -0.5 4 
Female 0.4 0.4 0.1 SUSTAIN 

Youth (all formats)  Male 26.8 26.3 -0.6 39 
Female 3.4 4.8 1.4 SUSTAIN 

Mini Soccer Mixed 
 

12.5 11.2 -1.3 4 

Adult small sided  Mixed 
1.7 0.0 -1.7 19 

 
Red – indicates figures are below target  
Green – indicates figures are above the target  
 
The growth potential rate represents the number of teams for each football type that 
would need to be developed to reach the conversion target value. For youth (all formats) 
the growth potential has been calculated on an average number of players across all 
formats.  
 
Youth male and adult small sided categories are the largest growth potential targets. 
Local authorities are encouraged to discuss growth potential targets with the County FA 
to determine a realistic programme of intervention, supported by the FA, capable of 
increasing participation over an agreed period.   
 
Where Melton has participation rates already above the targets for adult female 11 a side 
and youth female (all formats) football categories consideration should be given as to how 
these rates can be sustained long term.  
 

                                                
 
 
4 The target is the value of the upper quartile (75th Percentile) of conversion rates of all local 
authorities is in the same subgroup. The conversion rate is calculated for each type of football.  
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Girls’ football 
 
Central Melton analysis area provides two women’s and six junior girls’ teams; fielded by 
Asfordby Ladies & Girls FC. All teams play at Asfordby Sports & Social Club (KKP Ref 2).  
 
Asfordby Amateur Football Club  
 
The Club is run as a separate entity to Asfordby Ladies & Girls FC. It plays its fixtures at 
Asfordby Sports Ground and fields 14 teams, providing football opportunities from U7s 
through to U17. In addition, it delivers a mini soccer coaching academy, accommodating 
40 children. It reports membership levels increase on a yearly basis by approximately 11 
players from the mini soccer school.   
 
It rents its pitches from Asfordby Sports & Social Club. The site provides three senior, one 
junior (equivalent to a 9v9 pitch) and two mini pitches. In addition, it also has a long pile 
artificial grass pitch (small), sports hall and a clubhouse house facility.   
 
The Club reports the cost of hiring pitches is approximately £12k per year. Its long term 
aspiration is to secure tenure of the site or alternatively relocate to Asfordby.  
 
King Edward VIII School 
 
As a result of the proposals made by LCC regarding the playing fields at King Edward VIII 
School, this would result in the loss of two senior football pitches. Currently two teams are 
identified as playing on the site Mowbray Rangers Girls U15 and Wrightys XI. The closest 
football pitches are located at All England Ground and Egerton Park Sports Ground, both 
which have spare capacity to accommodate displaced teams. Although the supply and 
demand analysis indicates that Central Analysis Area has an oversupply of senior 
pitches, overall in the area there is a shortfall of junior and mini pitches, which suggests 
that although the pitches may be surplus to the requirements of senior football, they have 
the potential to be used to meet deficiencies identified for junior/mini football. 
 
Training facilities  
 
There are a significant number of teams requiring access to floodlit training provision 
during the winter months. There are three floodlit training facilities in the Borough; King 
Edward VIII Sports Centre, Asfordby Sports & Social Club, and Wilton Park. However, 
only King Edward VIII Sports Centre is full size.   
 
Clubs access indoor provision at a number of sites across the Borough including 
Asfordby Amateur Sports Club, Longfield School and John Ferneley. Users report in 
order to book the sports hall at John Fernley School there is a minimum court booking of 
a four hour slot.  
 
The AGP at King Edward VIII Sports Centre was funded in 2007 by the Football 
Foundation and England Hockey. The Sports Centre manages the AGP and is 
responsible for community bookings.  

 
The Leicestershire & Rutland County Facilities Strategies (Produced by Knight Kavanagh 
& Page in 2008) reports that there is a need to consider investment in additional third 
generation turf pitches across the Borough. 
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Pitch quality  
 
In general, site assessments5 score the majority of football pitches in the Borough as 
good quality (71%). Furthermore, five sites were assessed as average and a further five 
sites were below average quality.  
 
Pitches at Melton Country Park were assessed as below average quality due to 
undulated in places, goalmouths were worn and the goalposts were bent and rusty in 
places. Furthermore, the clubhouse facility on the site was also assessed as poor quality. 
However, MBC has undertaken re levelling of one football pitch and has plans to re level 
a second pitch in the next financial year (April 2011). 

 

MBC grounds maintenance undertakes line marking of football pitches as frequently as 
once every three weeks, unless more frequently requested by clubs.  

 
Figure 4.2: Melton Country Park pitches 
 
 

 
 

                                                
 
 
5 Site visits were undertaken in March 2011. 
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Figure 4.3: Clubhouse facility at Melton Country Park  
 
 

 
 

Site assessments rate the quality of the changing provision at Melton Country as poor. 
There is no changing provision at local authority site Thorpe Road Recreation Ground 
which comprises one senior football pitch.  

 
4.7: Provision of football pitch sites assessed by quality and capacity 
 
This section presents the current pitch stock available for football in the Borough. It 
illustrates the: 
 
Number of pitches rated as Good (G), Average (A) and Poor (P) on each site. 
Type of pitch(es) on each site (i.e., senior, junior, mini). 
 
The column entitled ‘matches per week’ is split into three sections – play, capacity and 
rating: 
 
�  The current level of play per week (0.5 for each senior and junior match and 0.25 for 

each mini match played at the site, assuming half of matches will be played ‘away’). 
�  The capacity of the pitches on each site. 
�  The rating of the pitches, which indicates if pitches are played under capacity 

(green), played at capacity (amber) or played over-capacity (red). 
 
Calculation of capacity is based on the qualitative ratings. Taking into consideration Sport 
England guidelines on capacity the following was concluded: 
 
If a pitch is rated as ‘good’ its capacity is specified as two matches per week.  

If a pitch is rated as ‘acceptable’ its capacity is specified as one match per week.  

If a pitch is rated as ‘poor’ its capacity is specified as 0.5 match every other week.  
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School pitches have been issued with a different capacity rating. This is due to the fact 
that they generally experience higher usage through curricular and extracurricular school 
based use. It is possible to enter team equivalents into the database in order to calculate 
equivalent demand for school pitches. However, due to a lack of consistent information 
from schools it is not possible to be entirely accurate. Therefore, school pitches are 
identified as having the following capacity ratings in relation to community use: 
 
�  If a pitch is rated as ‘good’ its capacity is specified as two matches per week. 
�  If a pitch is rated as ‘acceptable’ its capacity is specified as one matches per week. 
�  If a pitch is rated as ‘poor’ its capacity is specified as 0.5 match every other week. 
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Table 4.5: Football provision and level of community use 
 

KKP 
ref 

Site name Analysis area Community 
use 

Senior Junior Mini Matches per week 

G A P G A P G A P play cap rating 

1 All England Ground Central  Yes 1                 1.0 2.0  
2 Asfordby Sports & Social Club Central  Yes 3     1     2     11.5 12.0  
3 Asfordby Parish Playing Field Central  Yes 1                 0.5 2.0  
5 Asfordby Hill Central  Yes       3       1   6.5 7.0  
15 Egerton Park Sports Ground Central  Yes   2               1.5 2.0  
20 King Edward VIII School  Central  Yes 2                 1.0 4.0  
23 Melton Country Park Central  Yes     4             2.5 2.0  
28 Thorpe Road Recreation Ground Central  Yes   1               3.0 1.0  
53 Howell Sports Ground Central  Yes 1                 1.0 2.0  
61 Queen Elizabeth 11 Jubilee Park  Central  Yes   1               1.0 1.0  
12 Buckminster Playing Field East  Yes 1                 0.5 2.0  
16 Goadby Road East  Yes 1                 0.5 2.0  
14 Croxton Kerrial Sports Club North  Yes 1                 2.0 2.0  
18 Hose Village Hall Sports Field  North  Yes 2                 0.5 4.0  
59 Bottesford Cricket and Social Club North  Yes 1                 1.0 2.0  
64 Bottesford Village Hall Playing Field  North  Yes 1                 1.0 2.0  
79 Belvoir High School (Football & Tennis) North  Yes 3                 6.5 6.0  
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4.7: ‘Shortfall, adequacy and requirement’ 
 
Overplay 
 
Overplay occurs when there is more play than the site is able to sustain (which is 
dependent upon pitch quality). In summary, three sites (comprising eight senior pitches) 
are overplayed by a total of three matches each week. The greatest levels of overplay 
occur in the Central Melton (2.5 matches) and North Melton (0.5 matches), which is 
indicative of the high level of usage of pitches in these areas.  
 
The table below summarises the sites in each area that are currently being played 
beyond their capacity. The capacity of the site is calculated by applying a carrying 
capacity (i.e. matches per week) that should be played on the pitch based on its current 
quality. 

 
Table 4.6: Summary of pitch overplay by analysis area 
 
Site Analysis area Weekly overplay of 

matches 
Melton Country Park  Central Melton  0.5 
Thorpe Road Recreation Ground  Central Melton  2.0 
Belvoir High School  North Melton  0.5 

Total  3.0 matches 
 
Analysis of supply and demand has found that local authority site Thorpe Road 
Recreation Ground has the highest level of overplay by two matches per week. This 
overplay is attributed to the number of senior teams (five) being assigned to the site. 
Although MBC Customer Services has confirmed that three teams regularly rent the pitch, 
users suggests that more teams use the site. Therefore, this has been taking into 
consideration to better reflect the level of play.  
 
A significant number of sites (12) are not currently played to capacity; where possible, it is 
recommended that overplay (as indicated above) is directed to these sites. These pitches 
represent an opportunity to reduce overplay on other sites in the area.  
 
Summary of future/latent demand 
 
Latent demand is defined as the number of additional teams that could be fielded if there 
was access to a sufficient number of pitches. Asfordby Amateurs FC suggests it is 
operating at capacity and any future growth would result in the need for additional 
pitches. Pitch capacity suggests the site has spare capacity to accommodate a further 0.5 
matches each week.  
 
MBC should further investigate latent demand with other clubs in the Borough, in 
particular clubs fielding a large number of teams.  
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Football Team Generation Rates (TGRs) 
 
TGRs indicate how many people in a specified age group are required to generate one 
team. TGRs are derived by dividing the appropriate population age band in the area by 
the number of teams playing within that area in that age band. Calculating TGRs enables 
a comparison of participation to be made between different analysis areas and where 
similar studies have been undertaken. TGRs can help to quantify where and why to target 
sports development activities at a particular area where participation may be low.    
 
The following current TGRs have been calculated for each of the analysis area based on 
the current supply and demand. Where no TGR is shown this indicates that no teams 
operate at that age group, for football, in that area. 
 
Table 4.7: Football TGRs  
 
Analysis areas Senior   

(16-45) 
Men 

Senior   
(16-45) 
Women 

Junior   
(10-15) 
Boys 

Junior   
(10-15) 
Girls 

Mini-
soccer   
(6-9) 

Mixed 

Central  1:252 1:2,880 1:72 1:192 1:123 

East  1:891  - 1:22  - 1:36 

North  1:239  - 1:35  - 1:96 

West  - - - - - 

MELTON  1:300 1:4,657 1:56 1:307 1:106 

 

NATIONAL AVERAGE 1:452 1:19,647 1:195 1:4,038 1:431 

 
Relative to national averages, participation rates in Melton are significantly higher than 
national averages. For example, there are higher levels of senior football participation for 
both men and women in Melton. Junior participation for boys and girls is also greater than 
national averages across the Borough. Furthermore, mini-soccer is also significantly 
higher than the national average and particularly in the East Melton Analysis Area. 
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Future TGRs (2026) 
 
By taking into account potential increases in participation and applying TGRs to the 
projected population for 2026, we can project the theoretical number of teams that would 
be generated in the future, and therefore the expected demand on the facilities. Table 4.8 
below provides details about potential increases in the number of teams in 2026. The 
greatest area of growth is in senior men, junior boys and mini soccer football categories.  
 
Table 4.8: Future football TGRs (number of additional teams) 
 
Analysis areas Senior   

(16-45) 
Men 

Senior   
(16-45) 
Women 

Junior   
(10-15) 
Boys 

Junior   
(10-15) 
Girls 

Mini-
soccer   
(6-9) 

Mixed 

Central  3.9 0.3 2.8 1.0 2.0 

East  0.2 - 1.3 - 1.1 

North  1.2 - 1.6 - 0.8 

West  - - - - - 

MELTON  5.3 0.3 5.4 1.0 4.0 

 
 
The most likely future increases in the number of teams are identified in the category of 
junior boys for which there will be an anticipated further 5.4 teams by 2026. These teams 
are most likely to play in the Central Melton, East Melton and North Melton analysis 
areas. This is followed by a future increase in the senior men’s category with an 
anticipated increase by 5.3 teams. This is most likely to occur in the same analysis areas 
as junior boys’ teams. It is also anticipated that there will be an increase of four mini-
soccer teams.  
 
Furthermore, the conversion targets referenced earlier in the football section should also 
be taken into consideration by MBC (although these are on a yearly basis).  
 
Playing Pitch Model (PPM) 
 
Sport England’s PPM is used to assess whether supply of pitches is sufficient at peak 
times. The current TGRs, taking account of predicted future increases in teams as 
identified above, are applied to the PPM to illustrate anticipated future pitch shortfalls. A 
summary of surpluses and deficiencies is shown below.  
 
Table 4.9: PPM summary 
 
Analysis area  
 

Current pitch shortfall/surplus  Future pitch shortfall/surplus 
(2026) 

 

Senior 
pitches 

Junior 
pitches 

Mini 
pitches 

Senior 
pitches 

Junior 
pitches 

Mini 
pitches 

Central  6.5 -6.5 -3.0 4.9 -8.3 -4.0 
East  1.5 -3.5 -3.0 1.4 -4.1 -3.5 
North  5.0 -5.0 -2.5 4.5 -5.8 -2.9 
West  - - - - - - 
MELTON  13.0 -15.0 -8.5 10.8 -18.2 -10.5 

*Negative numbers indicate shortfall 
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It should be noted that these surplus/deficit predications should not be used in isolation 
and should be considered within the context of other report findings/outcomes.  
 
Table 4.9 suggests that there is a significant surplus of senior pitches, but deficit of junior 
football pitches. The deficit of junior pitches is a result of juniors playing on senior pitches. 
Therefore, the current playing pitch stock should be protected and consideration should 
be given to changing the designation of some senior pitches to cater for junior football.  
 
Oversupply is reduced slightly for senior pitches when taking into account future growth, 
there is still a significant amount of oversupply highlighted across Melton for senior 
football pitches. This is likely to be as a result of significant spare capacity expressed, 
particularly in the Central and North Melton analysis areas.  
 
It is likely that new pitches will need to be provided to meet latent demand expressed for 
junior pitches. However, there are likely to be opportunities for greater community use at 
school sites where there is no community use of pitches.  
 
 
Football summary  

�  KKP identified a total of 95 teams playing in Melton across 17 sites, providing a total of 33 
pitches.  

�  Since the 2005 study, the number of pitches (available for community use) has remained the 
same. Furthermore, the number of football competitive teams (with the exception of mini 
soccer) has increased by an additional 13 teams. However, mini soccer teams have 
decreased by 11 teams.  

�  The majority of pitch provision is concentrated in the Central Melton, East Melton and North 
Melton analysis areas. There are no football pitches in the West Melton Analysis Area 
although this corresponds with the rurality of the area. 

�  In Melton the club to team ratio is 1:2.5 (i.e. each club runs on average 2.5 teams). 

�  FA demand trend analysis and team generation rates (TGRs) highlight that participation 
rates in Melton are generally higher than national and regional averages. 

�  There are a number of well established clubs in Melton which have the Charter Standard 
status.  

�  Three sites (comprising eight senior pitches) are overplayed by three matches each week. 

�  The most likely future increases in the number of teams are identified in the category of 
junior boys for which there will be an anticipated further 5.4 teams by 2026. These teams are 
most likely to occur in the Central Melton, East Melton and North Melton analysis areas. 

�  The PPM highlights a significant surplus of senior pitches, but deficit of junior football 
pitches. Oversupply is reduced slightly for senior pitches when taking into account future 
growth, there is still a significant amount of oversupply highlighted across Melton for senior 
football pitches. This is likely to be as a result of significant spare capacity expressed, 
particularly in the Central and North Melton analysis areas.  
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PART 5: CRICKET 
 
5.1: Introduction 
 
The Leicestershire & Rutland Cricket Board (LRCB) is the governing and representative 
body of cricket within the County, including Melton. The Board’s aim is to promote the 
game of cricket at all levels through partnerships with the professional and recreational 
cricketing clubs, and other appropriate agencies within the County. There is a Cricket 
Development Manager for the County which services clubs in Melton.  
 
There are a number of cricket leagues servicing the Borough. The Grantham & Melton 
Cricket League is the main opportunity for competitive senior cricket. However, the 
League is not affiliated to LRCB. Other senior leagues operating in the Borough include 
the Everards Leicestershire, Leicestershire, South Nottinghamshire, Belvoir and the 
Nottinghamshire ECB Premier. Nottinghamshire Youth League provides the principle 
opportunities for junior cricket. It provides seven divisions for hardball cricket (ranging 
from U10 to U17’s).  
 
There are 20 cricket clubs in the Borough (using data provided by LCRB), of which, four 
clubs (Belvoir, Egerton Park, Old Dalby and Thorpe Arnold) field junior teams. 
Furthermore, consultation identifies there are clubs in the Borough that offer junior 
coaching, but do not provide competitive teams, for example, Long Clawson Cricket Club.  
 
The Leicestershire & Rutland County Facilities Stra tegy (2009 – 2013)  
 
The LRCB Facilities Strategy is a strategic plan for the development of cricket facilities in 
Leicestershire, Leicester City and Rutland. It will underpin the overall development of 
cricket within the County and should determine where future investment in facilities will 
deliver most benefits in terms of participation and development, and the performance 
pathway towards elite playing levels. It outlines a series of recommendations and where 
available resources should be concentrated. It focuses on six important criteria including 
tenure, fine turf, changing facilities, practice facilities and ancillary facilities in the form of 
sightscreens and covers. 
 
An audit at each focus club was undertaken and an analysis was used using a traffic light 
system6, where clubs were rated as either Green above Minimum Facility Assessment 
Standard Analysis (MFAS), Amber (slightly below FAS) or Red (a long way below MFAS). 
The output of the analysis is as follows: 
 
Minimum 
Facility 
Assessment 
Standard 
Analysis  

Fine Turf 
Provision  

Practice 
Facilities 

Changing 
Facilities 

Indoor 
Provision  

Equipment Security 
of Tenure 

Egerton Park       
       

Thorpe Arnold       
       

                                                
 
 
6 Source: Leicestershire & Rutland Cricket Board County Facilities Strategy 2009 - 2013 
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The Strategy highlights that the County has a strong provision overall in club facilities. 
Both Egerton and Thorpe Arnold cricket clubs have leasehold under 15 years or no 
formal agreement.  
 
Fine turf provision is a specific need, with only 16% of focus clubs in the County indicating 
good provision.  
 
Based on the priority criteria, the MFAS analysis the LRCB places each focus club in a 
priority phase:  
 
�  Phase 2 (2010 – 2012) Thorpe Arnold CC ground extension and 2nd ground 

provision. 
�  Phase 3 (2013) – Egerton Park replacement of non turf bowling ends.  
 
Development 
 
Focus clubs have been identified strategically by the ECB.  These clubs are committed to 
long-term junior development and must adopt a development plan (for the purposes of 
the development of the sport and facilities) and achieve (or work towards) Clubmark 
accreditation. In return, clubs receive support (both technical and financial) from the ECB. 
There are two focus clubs in the Borough: 
 
�  Egerton Park 
�  Thorpe Arnold 

 
Belvoir Cricket Club is also a focus club but plays prominently in Nottinghamshire based 
cricket leagues. However, as its home ground is located within Leicestershire it affiliates 
to Nottinghamshire and Leicestershire & Rutland cricket boards.  
 
A small proportion of clubs in the Borough field junior teams (20%). Consultation identifies 
the remaining clubs are often rural village teams with just one senior team. Focus clubs 
provide the majority of junior teams.  
 
Belvoir Cricket Club has an arrangement with six senior clubs in the Borough (Knipton, 
Great Dalby, Melton Mowbray, Croxton Kerrial and Long Clawson) to deliver junior 
coaching sessions at each club. The long term aspiration is for individual clubs to take 
over the running of junior coaching sessions which should then help to introduce junior 
playing teams.  
 
School-club links 
 
The ‘Chance to Shine’ scheme7 was launched in 2005 and aims to restore cricket to more 
than a third of schools within England within the next ten years by delivering high quality, 
sustainable cricket programmes. Each project provides a structured coaching and 
competition programme for a group of around six primary and secondary state schools. 
Each group of schools is supported by professional, qualified coaches engaged by one 
local cricket club. This is programmed to be delivered by Egerton Park Cricket Club in 
Summer 2011 in five primary schools in the Borough.  
 
                                                
 
 
7  http://www.chancetoshine.org/about/campaign 
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Consultation reports Egerton Park Cricket Club has further aspirations to increase the 
number of junior players it has. It plans to establish a player pathway with Longfield 
School, where cricket is a key sport. It is thought any increase in junior players will be 
accommodated at its existing home ground. Furthermore, Thorpe Arnold Cricket Club 
also delivers cricket coaching at John Ferneley School.  
 
Women and girls’ cricket 
 
There are currently no senior women’s teams playing formal cricket in the Borough. 
However, LRCB has plans to develop a womens' and girls’ team and hopes to engage 
with key clubs in the Borough. Consultation highlights this scheme has recently been 
introduced in neighbourhood local authority Rutland and was successful.  
 
5.2: Supply 
 
Table 5.1: Summary of pitches available for community use and teams by analysis area 
 

Analysis area No. of available 
pitches 

No. of teams 

Senior 
men 

Senior 
women 

Junior 
boys 

Junior 
girls 

 Central Melton 3 9 - 2 - 
 East Melton 4 20 - 8 - 
 North Melton 4 16 - 3 - 
 West Melton 5 8 - 5 - 
 MELTON  16 53 - 18 - 

 
The Borough provides 16 cricket pitches and 20 clubs, generating 71 teams, which are 
generally comprised of senior and a small number of junior cricket teams.  
 
Figure 5.1 below indicates a good distribution of cricket pitches across the Borough, with 
key settlements serviced by provision. Upper Broughton Cricket Club is located just 
outside of the Borough but is said to service residents of Melton and as such is included 
within the mapping to demonstrate travel outside of the Borough. 
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Figure 5.1: Location of cricket pitches in the Borough   
 

 
Table 5.2: Key to map 
 

Site name KKP 
reference  

Analysis area Community 
use 

Senior 
cricket 
pitches 

All England Ground 1 Central Melton Yes 1 
Asfordby Sports & Social Club Cricket pitch  78 Central Melton Yes 1 
Egerton Park Sports Ground Cricket Pitch 68 Central Melton Yes 1 
Buckminster Cricket Club 11 East Melton Yes 1 
Goadby Road Cricket Pitch  74 East Melton Yes 1 
Pickwell Cricket Club 24 East Melton Yes 1 
Thorpe Arnold Cricket Club 27 East Melton Yes 1 
Belvoir Cricket Club 7 North Melton Yes 1 
Bottesford Cricket and Social Club 59 North Melton Yes 1 
Croxton Kerrial Sports Club Cricket Pitch  73 North Melton Yes 1 
Long Clawson Cricket Club  71 North Melton Yes 1 
Upper Broughton  72 OUTSIDE Yes 1 
Corner Field 13 West Melton Yes 1 
Frisby, Hoby & Rotherby Cricket Club 17 West Melton Yes 1 
Old Dalby Cricket Club  60 West Melton Yes 1 
Park Field, Ashby Folville 6 West Melton Yes 1 
Wartnaby Cricket Ground 52 West Melton Yes 1 
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5.3: Key issues from consultation  
 
Quality  
 
All clubs in the Borough are invited to become a member of The Leicestershire & Rutland 
Association of Cricket Groundsman, which is the body responsible for the continued 
professional development of groundsman within the County. There has been a significant 
growth in membership to the Association in 2008. The County Facilities Strategy also 
highlights the significant number of hours given, largely by volunteer ground staff.  
 
Site assessments rate the majority of sites as good quality. Consultation reports that, 
generally, cricket pitch provision is of a good standard. However, ancillary facilities at 
sites are of poor quality and in need of improving, for example, Buckminster Cricket Club 
ancillary facilities are considered to be poor quality. Thorpe Arnold Cricket Club is 
considered as an excellent quality site. The Club has recently been promoted to the 
Premier League and will need to ensure its home ground facilities meet the ECB facility 
requirements.  
 
Demand 
 
Thorpe Arnold Cricket Club  
 
The Club’s home ground is located at Thorpe Arnold Cricket Club. It fields 15 teams 
including eight senior and seven junior teams. It is in the process of formalising a lease 
agreement. Consultation identifies that it has plans to purchase additional land located 
adjacent to its home ground to develop a second cricket pitch. LRCB report it could 
potentially support this development further but security of tenure is required.   
 
Old Dalby Cricket Club  
 
The site is owned by Leicestershire County Council and is leased to Dalby Parish Council 
on a 20 year lease. The site comprises of a cricket pitch (eight grass wickets), clubhouse 
facility and a small porta cabin (situated next to the clubhouse facility).  
 
The Club has been granted planning permission to replace its clubhouse facility. It is 
fundraising for this development and has estimated this would cost approximately £60k. 
Site assessments and consultation score the Clubhouse facility as very poor quality and 
in disrepair. The wooden structure of the clubhouse has woodworm and is unstable in 
places. Furthermore, electric wires also hang from the interior of the facility.  
 
The outfield area is small, although can still accommodate competitive cricket matches. 
The Club has recently moved the cricket square by four yards in an attempt to increase 
the size of the outfield. Site assessments score the quality of the cricket pitch as good 
quality.  
 
The Club fields two senior and five junior teams. It reports the number of members 
increases each year, particularly at junior level. Although the Club is not a designated 
Focus Club, LRCB has identified the Club as a priority and will be assisting the Club to 
secure external funding.  
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Egerton Park Cricket Club  
 
The site is owned by Melton Town Estate and leased to Egerton Park Cricket Club on a 
long term lease (30 years). The site comprises one senior cricket pitch, an artificial cricket 
wicket, two portable cricket nets and two senior football pitches.  
 
Consultation highlights the Club has plans to develop a second cricket pitch located to the 
rear of the clubhouse facility which will be used to accommodate junior growth. The 
facility is tenanted during the day as a children’s nursery.  
 
Training facilities  
 
Access to training nets is important, particularly for pre season/winter training. 
Consultation identifies a lack of indoor sports provision in the Borough. King Edward VIII 
Sports Centre did provide cricket nets which users report were of poor quality due to 
flooring and inadequate lighting. However, the Sports Centre has closed and is no longer 
available for community use.  
 
The majority of clubs in the Borough access cricket net provision at Longfield School 
which provides two cricket nets. However, consultation suggests the costs of hiring the 
facilities are expensive. Furthermore, the nets have been installed on the entrance side of 
the sports hall, as oppose to the opposite side which presents health and safety issues.  
 
A map of all 4+ badminton court sports halls is shown below8, this being the minimum 
size of hall adequate for indoor cricket practice. It highlights the lack of provision in Melton 
(as well as Hinckley and Bosworth, Harborough and Rutland). The quality of the provision 
in these areas is also highlighted by focus club audits on indoor cricket facilities. All the 
clubs within these areas have to travel to either Leicester or Loughborough to access 
adequate indoor facilities.  

                                                
 
 
8 Source: Leicestershire & Rutland Cricket Board County Facilities Strategy 2009 - 2013 
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Figure 5.2: Map of four court plus sports halls in the County 
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5.4: Provision of cricket pitch sites assessed by q uality and capacity 
 
A capacity rating (as per rugby and football) is not given for cricket pitches as it is not possible to determine the number of matches 
that can be played on a particular pitch. This is due to the length of matches, which cannot always be determined and also differs 
between adult and junior matches, even though both are often played on the same pitch.  

 
Table 5.3: Cricket provision and level of community use 
 

KKP 
ref 

Site name Analysis area Community 
use 

Pitches Matches Peak 
use Senior Junior Sat 

am 
Sat 
pm 

Sun 
am 

Sun 
pm 

Other 

1 All England Ground Central  Yes 1   - - - - 1.4 140% 

6 Park Field, Ashby Folville Central  Yes 1   - - 1.4 - - 140% 
7 Belvoir Cricket Club Central  Yes 1   2.8 - - - 2.1 280% 
11 Buckminster Cricket Club East  Yes 1   0.7 - 2.1 - 4.2 420% 
13 Corner Field East  Yes 1   0.7 - - - 1.4 140% 
17 Frisby, Hoby & Rotherby Cricket 

Club 
East  Yes 1   - - 0.7 - - 70% 

24 Pickwell Cricket Club East  Yes 1   - - 0.7 - - 70% 
27 Thorpe Arnold Cricket Club North  Yes 1   2.1 - 1.4 - 7.0 700% 
52 Wartnaby Cricket Ground North  Yes 1   - - 0.7 - - 70% 
59 Bottesford Cricket and Social Club North  Yes 1   1.4 - 2.8 - 0.7 280% 
60 Old Dalby Cricket Club  North  Yes 1   0.7 - - - 3.5 350% 
68 Egerton Park Sports Ground 

Cricket Pitch 
OUTSIDE Yes 1   0.7 - 2.1 - 2.1 210% 

71 Long Clawson Cricket Club  West  Yes 1   - - - - 1.4 140% 

72 Upper Broughton  West  Yes 1   0.7 - - - - 70% 

73 Croxton Kerrial Sports Club 
Cricket Pitch  

West  Yes 1   - - 2.1 - - 210% 

74 Goadby Road Cricket Pitch  West  Yes 1  - - 0.7 - - 70% 

78 Asfordby Sports & Social Club 
Cricket pitch  

West  Yes 1  1.4 - - - - 140% 
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5.5: ‘Shortfall, adequacy and requirement’ 
 
Summary of future/latent demand 
 
Latent demand is defined as the number of teams that could be fielded if there were 
sufficient pitches. Consultation identifies that Egerton Park Cricket Club is operating at 
capacity in terms of junior teams and has plans to develop an additional cricket pitch at its 
home ground, Egerton Park.  
 
MBC should further consult with cricket clubs in the Borough to identify future/latent 
demand.  
 
Summary of current demand 
 
Although it is difficult to identify overplay by calculating the capacity of cricket pitches (as 
the length of a cricket match varies), it would appear that a number of sites are either 
played at capacity or overplayed. This is most evident in East Melton and North Melton 
analysis areas. Thorpe Arnold Cricket Club, Buckminster Cricket Club and Old Dalby 
Cricket Club, due to the number of juniors and seniors allocated to the sites.  
 
Cricket team generation rates (TGRs) 
 
TGRs indicate how many people in a specified age group are required to generate one 
team. They are derived by dividing the appropriate population age band in the area by the 
number of teams playing within that area in that age band. Calculating TGRs enables 
comparison of participation between different areas where similar studies have been 
undertaken.    
 
The following current TGRs have been calculated for each analysis area. Where none is 
shown, no teams operate at that age group, for cricket, in that area.  
 
Table 5.4: Cricket TGRs 
 
Analysis areas Senior Men            

(18-55)  
Senior Women 

(18-55)  
Juniors                
(11-17)  

Central  1:830 - 1:646 

East  1:62 - 1:23 

North  1:144 - 1:129 

West  1:168 - 1:42 

MELTON  1:233 - 1:155 

 
NATIONAL AVERAGE 1:1,415 1:54,815 1:1,480 

 
Participation rates are generally higher than national averages for senior men and juniors. 
There is no TGR recorded for senior women but this reflects there are no womens’ teams 
at present playing in the Borough. There are high junior TGRs recorded for East Melton 
and West Melton analysis areas.  
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Future TGRs (2026) 
 
By taking into account potential increases in participation and applying TGRs to the 
projected population for 2026, we can project the theoretical number of teams that would 
be generated in the future, and therefore the expected demand on the facilities. Table 5.5 
below provides details about potential increases in the number of teams in 2026. The 
greatest area of growth is in senior men’s cricket followed by junior cricket.  
 
Table 5.5: Future cricket TGRs (Number of additional teams) 
 
Analysis areas  
 

Senior  men         
(18-55)  

Senior women     
(18-55)  

Juniors                
(11-17)  

Central  1.5 - 0.3 

East  3.4 - 1.5 

North  2.7 - 0.5 

West  1.4 - 0.8 

MELTON  9.1 - 3.0 
 
The most likely future increases in the number of teams are identified in the category of 
senior men’s for which there will be an anticipated further 9.1 teams by 2026. These 
teams are most likely to occur in the East Melton Analysis Area. This is followed by a 
future increase in the junior boys’ category with an anticipated increase by three teams. 
This is most likely to occur again in the East Melton Analysis Area.  
 
Although the future TGRs above does not include senior women’s teams, it should be 
noted that LRCB’s aspiration to establish women and junior girls’ cricket in the Borough, 
could potentially lead to creation of a team. 
 
Playing Pitch Model (PPM) 
 
Sport England’s PPM is used to assess whether supply of pitches is sufficient at peak 
times. The current TGRs, taking account of predicted future increases in teams as 
identified above, are applied to the PPM to illustrate anticipated future pitch shortfalls. A 
summary of surpluses and deficiencies is shown below.  
 
Table 5.6: PPM summary 
 
Analysis area Current pitch shortfall/surplus Future pitch shortfall/surplus 

(2026) 

Central  -0.9 -1.6 

East  -6.9 -8.8 

North  -1.6 -2.5 

West  0.9 0.2 

MELTON -8.5 -12.7 
* Negative numbers indicate a shortfall. 
 
The PPM analysis of cricket pitches also takes into account future population growth. It 
shows there will be a significant shortfall in the provision of cricket pitches across the 
Borough by 2026.  
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A large number of senior teams (71) have been identified as playing competitive matches 
in the Borough. As a result, this indicates a significant shortfall in the number of cricket 
pitches (by 8.5 pitches per week). However, it is likely that this can be accommodated on 
the current supply and, in the main, does not result in the need for additional pitches. The 
ECB will support the development of one additional pitch at Thorpe Cricket Club (on the 
basis that security of tenure is secured).  
 

 
 
 
 

Cricket summary  

�  There are 16 cricket pitches available for community use in Melton, accommodating a 
significant 71 teams (including senior and junior).  

�  There are 20 cricket clubs in the Borough, of which, four clubs field junior teams.  

�  Although it is difficult to fully express overplay through calculating the capacity of cricket 
pitches, it would appear, that there are a number of pitches operating over capacity. 

�  Consultation identifies that Egerton Park Cricket Club is operating at capacity in terms of 
junior teams and has plans to develop an additional cricket pitch at Egerton Park.  

�  The PPM summary anticipates (taking into account future population growth) that there will 
be a significant shortfall of 12.7 pitches by 2026. The shortfalls are mainly due to some 
pitches being played slightly over their current capacity.  

�  It is likely that the shortfall of pitches can be accommodated on the current supply and, in 
the main, does not result in the need for additional pitches. The ECB will support the 
development of one additional pitch at Thorpe Cricket Club (on the basis that security of 
tenure is secured). 
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PART 6: RUGBY 
 
6.1: Introduction 
 
The Leicestershire Rugby Football Union (LRFU) administers rugby union across the 
County. Melton Mowbray RFC is the only club playing competitively in the Borough.  
 
RFU National Facilities Strategy 
 
The Strategy provides a framework for the sustainable development of facilities for rugby 
union in England at a national, regional and local level. The framework will enable 
partners to: 
 
�  Identify priorities for facility developments to meet the various needs of the sport.  
�  Identify what facilities are required to meet the needs of the Government sports 

policy and the RFU’s Strategic Plan.  
�  Support the prioritisation of investment and funding through a detailed set of 

developmental criteria, technical requirements, management / operational structures 
and potential financial viability which will be critical to the provision of quality rugby 
facilities.  

�  Prioritise future investment to ensure that the right facilities are provided in the right   
locations and for the right reasons.  

�  Identify and deliver a minimum standard for all facility provision. 
 
Investment into facilities is targeted at priorities and areas of greatest need through 
county facilities plans.  
 
Leicestershire County Facilities Plan (2008 – 2011) 
 
Its vision is ‘Right reasons, Right facilities, Right places, Right Way’. This plan builds 
upon the RFU National Facility Strategy and provides a framework for the sustainable 
development of facilities for rugby union in Leicestershire. 
 
Within the Strategy, the RFU has developed an activity versus facility continuum in order 
to show current activity levels (y axis) in comparison to the facilities required to sustain 
that activity (x axis). The red line indicates where facilities meet the need of the activity.  
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Figure 6.2: The RFU Activity v Facility Continuum 

 
 
This highlights that club A has a good range of activity, which exceeds the level of 
facilities needed to sustain it but requires improvements, and/or investment in facilities. 
Conversely, club B has facilities which are over and above its requirements at the current 
level and needs business/rugby development to ensure sustainability. Club C has 
facilities which are appropriate to its activity.  
 
The RFU County Plan covers Melton and identifies priorities for investment and highlights 
Model Venues (MV), which are: 
 
�  MV1 – usually a club, school or university playing lower level or recreational rugby. 
�  MV2 – an established club venue with a wider programme of adult and junior rugby 

for both males and females. 
�  MV3 – a venue with potentially higher level competitive rugby that can provide 

sophisticated RFU and RFUW development programmes.  
 
Melton Mowbray RFC is identified as a MV2 club.   
 
6.2: Supply 
 
The audit identifies four rugby union pitches (used by 19 teams) available for community 
use in Melton. Since the 2005 study, the number of pitches (available for community use) 
has reduced by one senior pitch (Belvoir High School). Although the site does still 
accommodate a senior rugby pitch, it is not currently being used for community use.  
 
There has been an increase in the number of teams by one senior, two junior girls and 
five mini teams. However, there has been a reduction of two junior boys’ teams.  
 
There are no dedicated junior or mini rugby pitches marked out in Melton. However, 
Melton RFC reports it does mark out mini pitches with cones for competitive matches. 
Junior rugby is played across senior pitches.  
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Table 6.1: Summary of rugby union pitches available for community use and teams  
 
Analysis area  
 
 
 

No. of available pitches  No. of competitive teams 

Senior  Junior  Mini Senior 
men 

Senior 
women  

Junior 
boys 

Junior 
girls 

Mini 

 Central  4 - - 7 - 5 2 5 

 East  - - - - - - - - 

 North  - - - - - - - - 

 West  - - - - - - - - 

 MELTON  4 - - 7 - 5 2 5 
 
The maximum size of a senior rugby union pitch is 144m x 69m and a junior pitch is 70m 
x 43m. The audit only identifies dedicated, marked out pitches (i.e. with line markings). 
Towards a Level Playing Field classifies rugby teams in a slightly different way to the 
RFU. For the purposes of this report, the following is applied: 
 
�  Mini rugby (mixed) - 8 to 12 year olds 
�  Junior rugby (boys) – 13 to 17 year olds 
�  Junior rugby (girls) – 16 to 17 year olds 
�  Mens rugby – 18 to 45 year olds. 
�  Women’s rugby – 18 to 45 year olds 
 
Figure 6.1: Location of rugby pitches in the Borough  
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Table 6.2: Key to map 
 
Site name KKP ref  Analysis area Community 

use 
Senior 

pitches total  
King Edward VIII School  20 Central  Yes 4 
Belvoir High School Rugby Pitches 8 North  No 1 
 
Figure 6.1 indicates that the distribution of rugby pitches is concentrated in the Central 
and North analysis areas. There is no rugby provision in the West and East analysis 
areas.  
 
5.3: Key issues from consultation  
 
Melton Mowbray RFC 
 
The Club's home ground is located at King Edward VIII School, which is owned by LCC. 
The site as a whole comprises two sports centres (both providing four court badminton 
halls), four senior rugby (including one which is floodlit) and two senior football pitches. In 
order to accommodate mini rugby, the Club also marks out four mini pitches with cones. 
The rugby pitches are fragmented across the site and are located in two separate areas: 
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The rugby clubhouse is attached to the Sports Centre and the Club has previously 
invested approximately £200k into the development of the facility. In 2003, the Club also 
accessed RFU funding of £5k towards a kitchen facility. The clubhouse is also used by 
Melton Hockey Club. 
 
As of September 2011, the School will officially close. LCC plans for the site include 
closure/development of the playing field to the north of the site, which currently comprises 
one senior rugby pitch, and an area which is used to accommodate four mini pitches, a 
floodlit rugby training pitch and two senior football pitches.  
 
LCC is currently negotiating with the Club on these proposals and its current lease 
agreement. As a result of the proposals, the Club would take on a new lease of the 
playing field to the south of the site, which currently comprises three senior rugby pitches. 
This area would be redeveloped to provide four senior rugby (although two are smaller in 
size), five mini and one training pitch. Overall this would result in the loss of two senior 
football pitches (please refer to the football section of this report for further detail on the 
impact of this loss).  
 
The Club reports that playing membership stands at approximately 150 seniors and 250 
juniors. It reports that membership levels have reduced slightly over the previous three 
years.  
 
It rates the quality of its pitches as good quality. However, the pitches are in need or 
draining and seeding.  
 
The Club has active school/club links and often hosts a Year 8 & 9 rugby tournament for 
three secondary schools in the Borough; Longfield, Belvoir and John Ferneley. This has 
helped the Club to also attract an additional six players last playing season.  
 
6.4: Provision of rugby pitch sites assessed by qua lity and capacity 
 
Table 6.3 shows the ratings of each rugby pitch based on the non-technical quality 
assessment and the carrying capacity for each pitch. Calculation of capacity is based on 
the qualitative ratings. The RFU Strategic Plan identifies that an un-drained pitch can 
sustain up to an average of two hours usage per week, pipe drained 2-3 hours usage and 
pipe and slit drained up to six hours. Also taking into consideration SE guidelines on 
general pitch capacity the following was concluded: 
 

If a pitch is rated as ‘good’ its capacity is specified as two matches per week   

If a pitch is rated as ‘acceptable’ its capacity is specified as one match per week.  

If a pitch is rated as ‘poor’ its capacity is specified as 0.5 match every other week   

 
It is assumed for school pitches that the capacity for community use is generally lower 
than other pitches in the Borough, given their use for curricular and extracurricular play. 
Therefore, the following was concluded: 

 
 

If a pitch is rated as ‘good’ its capacity is specified as two matches per week.  

If a pitch is rated as ‘acceptable’ its capacity is specified as one match per week.  

If a pitch is rated as ‘poor’ its capacity is specified as 0.5 match every other week.  
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The following section presents the current pitch stock available for rugby in the Borough. 
It illustrates: 
  
�  Number of pitches rated as good (G), average (A) and poor (P) on each site. 
�  The type of pitch(es) on the site (senior, junior, mini). 
�  The column entitled ‘matches per week’ is split into three sections – play, capacity 

and rating: 
�   

�  The current level of play per week (0.5 for each junior or senior match played at 
the site and 0.25 for each mini match (two matches per senior pitch), assuming 
half of matches will be played ‘away’ and that all pitches are senior sized). 

�  Total site capacity. 
�  The rating of the pitches, which indicates if pitches are played under capacity 

(green), played at capacity (amber) or played over-capacity (red). 
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Table 6.3: Rugby provision and level of community use 
 

KKP   
ref 

Site name Analysis area Community 
use 

Senior Junior Mini Matches per week 

G A P G A P G A P Play Capacity  Rating 

20 King Edward VIII School  Central Yes 4                 7.0 8.0  
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6.6: ‘Shortfall, adequacy and requirement ’ 
 
Summary of current demand 
 

There are no sites in the Borough that are currently being overplayed beyond their 
capacity. However, King Edward VIII School has only spare capacity to accommodate a 
further one match per week.  
 
The RFU places significant importance on facility developments which ensure that mini 
pitches are separate to adult pitches. 
 
Summary of future/latent demand 
 
Latent demand is defined as the number of teams that could be fielded given access to 
sufficient pitches. No latent demand has been identified by Melton Mowbray RFC.  
 
Rugby Team Generation Rates (TGRs) 
 
TGRs indicate how many people in a specified age group are required to generate one 
team. TGRs are derived by dividing the appropriate population age band in an area by 
the number of teams playing within that area in that age band. Calculating TGRs enables 
participation comparisons to be made between different areas where similar studies have 
been undertaken. The following current TGRs have been calculated on a Borough basis.  
 
Table 6.4: Rugby TGRs  
 
Analysis areas Senior 

(18-45) Men 
Senior 
(18-45) 
Women 

Junior 
(13-17) 
Boys 

Junior 
(13-17) 
Girls 

Mini-
rugby 
(8-12) 
Mixed 

Central  1:780   1:213 1:532 1:532 
East  - - -  - 
North  - - -  - 
West  - - -  - 
MELTON  1:1,249   1:345 1:532 1:843 

 
NATIONAL AVERAGE  1:7,032 1:43,770 1:2,105 1:843 - 

 
The TGR for senior mens rugby, junior boys and junior girls is higher than the national 
averages across the Borough. Rugby participation is focused in the Central Melton 
analysis area due to the presence of Melton Mowbray Rugby Club in this area.  
 
Future TGRs 
 
By taking into account potential increases in participation and applying TGRs to the 
projected population for 2026, we can project the theoretical number of teams that would 
be generated in the future, and therefore the expected demand on the facilities. Table 6.5 
below provides details about potential increases in the number of teams in 2026. The 
greatest area of growth is in senior men’s rugby.  
 



MELTON BOROUGH COUNCIL   
PLAYING PITCH ASSESSMENT UPDATE 
 

March 2011  3-028-1011 Final report: Knight Kavanagh & Page 44 
 

Table 6.5: Future rugby TGRs (number of additional teams) 

Analysis areas Senior 
(18-45) 

Men 

Senior 
(18-45) 
Women 

Junior 
(13-17) 
Boys 

Junior 
(13-17) 
Girls 

Mini-rugby 
(8-12) 
Mixed 

Central Melton 1.2 - 0.9 0.3 0.9 

East Melton - - - - - 

North Melton - - - - - 

West Melton - - - - - 

MELTON  1.2 - 0.9 0.3 0.9 

 
The most likely future increases in the number of teams are identified in the category of 
senior men for which there will be an anticipated further 1.2 teams by 2026. These teams 
are most likely to occur in the Central Melton analysis area. This is followed by a future 
increase in junior rugby and mini rugby by an anticipated increase by 0.9 teams for each 
category and junior girls by 0.3 teams. Again, this is most likely to occur in the Central 
Melton analysis areas.  
 
Playing Pitch Model (PPM)  
 
Sport England’s PPM is used to assess whether supply of pitches is sufficient at peak 
times. The current TGRs, taking account of predicted future increases in teams as 
identified above, are applied to the PPM to illustrate anticipated future pitch shortfalls. A 
summary of surpluses and deficiencies is shown below.  
 
Table 6.6: PPM summary 
 
Analysis area Current pitch 

shortfall/surplus 
Future pitch shortfall/surplus  

(2026) 

Central Melton 0.5 -0.1 

East Melton 0 0 

North Melton 0 0 

West Melton 0 0 

MELTON  0.5 -0.1 
* Negative numbers indicate a shortfall. 
 
The PPM suggests that there is a current small oversupply, which concurs with the small 
spare capacity highlighted earlier (one match per week). However, by 2026 this is likely to 
result in a small undersupply of pitches.  
 
In addition, The RFU Strategic Plan focuses on a 2% growth assumptions year on year 
until 2013 of adult players with an average of one more adult team per club (15 players). 
On this basis, it is estimated that an additional one team will be provided in Melton by 
2013, further exacerbating the current shortfalls.  
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Rugby summary  
�  The audit identifies four senior rugby union pitches available for community use (King 

Edward VIII Sports Centre). Melton Mowbray RFC is the only club in the Borough, 
generating 28 teams (including senior, junior and mini). 

�  King Edward VIII Sports Centre has some spare capacity to accommodate a further one 
match each week.  

�  King Edward VIII School site is subject to proposals for redevelopment by LCC, which is 
currently in negotiations with the Club to determine a new lease.  

�  No latent demand is identified by Melton Mowbray RFC.  

�  TGRs for rugby in Melton are good compared to national averages, particularly at senior 
men’s level, junior girls and junior boys. 

�  The PPM suggests that there is a current small oversupply, which concurs with the small 
spare capacity highlighted earlier (one match per week). However, by 2026 this is likely to 
result in a small undersupply of pitches. 
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PART 7: HOCKEY 
 
7.1: Introduction 
 
Governance of the sport is devolved by England Hockey (EH) at a regional and local level 
to regional and county associations. The game is played almost exclusively on synthetic 
turf pitches (STP’s). This surface enables players to control the ball more readily and 
allows the game to be played all year round. EH recommends that long pile pitches (e.g., 
3G pitches) are not suitable for competitive hockey. It is further recommended that for 
training and community facilities that the long pile surface is not a preferred option for the 
teaching of hockey. It is noted that access to long pile surfaces for introducing the game 
to beginners would be preferable to a poor grass or tarmac surface. 
 
EH is currently working on its Facilities Strategy which was expected to launch mid to late 
2010. However, consultation reports its strategic priority lies around its Single System 
pathway: 
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7.2: Development  
 
Leicestershire & Rutland Hockey (LRHA)  
 
LRHA represent and promote the interest of hockey in the Region. It has a number of 
objectives, which include to: 
 
�  Implement policy laid down by EH. 
�  Develop plans at regional level to ensure the game of hockey prospers at all age 

groups. 
�  To develop umpires, officials, players, managers and coaches so that, where 

appropriate, they achieve regional, national and international recognition 
�  Manage and organise all regional competitions and the regional stages of the 

national programme.  
 
Junior Development Centres (JDC) 
 
A Junior Development Centre is a local training centre for the U13 to U17 age groups. 
Each Centre is open to any hockey player who has been nominated by their club, school 
or coach. After playing for a club or school, attending a centre is the next step on the 
Player Pathway.  There are six JDC located in the County of which one; King Edward VIII 
Sports Centre, is located in Melton. Sessions at the JDC are hosted by the Leicestershire 
& Rutland Hockey Association.  
 
A Junior Academy Centre (JAC) is the next step on the Player’s Pathway. There is also a 
JAC at King Edward VIII Sports Centre.  
 
7.3: Supply 
 
The Borough provides one, full sized, floodlit, sand based artificial turf pitch (AGP) 
located at King Edward VIII Sports Centre, Melton which is suitable for competitive 
hockey. 
 
Grass hockey pitches  
 
Nationally, in recent years, the number of grass hockey pitches has reduced significantly 
as EH does not sanction the use of grass pitches for competitive play. However, grass 
pitches� are still important in terms of introducing the game to beginners and make an 
important contribution to the stock of hockey pitches, particularly in terms of school 
facilities. 
 
Schools actively use grass pitches to deliver PE lessons. There are two grass hockey 
pitches in the Borough located at Longfield and Belvoir schools.  
 
7.4: Key issues from consultation  
 
Melton Hockey Club   
 
Melton Mowbray Hockey Club is the only club in the Borough and accesses the AGP at 
King Edward VIII Sports Centre. It also shares its clubhouse facility with Melton Mowbray 
RFC.  
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It is Clubmark/ClubFirst accredited, fields seven senior teams and operates a successful 
junior section known as the ‘Melton Pumas’, catering for players aged from four to 18 
years old. Since the previous 2005 study, the number of senior teams has increased by 
one.   
 
Quality  
 
The previous 2005 study identified that the surface of the AGP at King Edward VIII Sports 
Centre would be reaching the end of its life expectancy and would need to be re-laid. In 
2007, the surface was re-laid and was jointly funded by The Football Foundation and 
England Hockey. The quality of the pitch is now regarded as good.  
 
Demand  
 
Sport England suggests that an AGP should not accommodate more than four 
competitive hockey matches on a peak day (normally a Saturday). King Edward VIII 
Sports Centre AGP is used on a Saturday to accommodate three senior matches. This 
results in spare capacity to accommodate an additional one match each week.    
 
 
Hockey summary �
�  The Borough has one full sized, floodlit AGP located at King Edward VIII Sports Centre. 

Furthermore, there are two grass hockey pitches located at education sites.  
�  Melton Hockey Club is the only hockey club in the Borough. Since the previous 2005 study, 

the number of teams has increased by one senior team.  
�  King Edward VIII Sports Centre AGP has spare capacity to accommodate an additional one 

match each week at peak time (Saturday).  
�  The quality and quantity of provision is considered to be adequate to meet the needs of 

hockey in the Borough. 
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PART 8: BOWLS  
 
8.1: Introduction 
 
Bowls England is the governing body with overall responsibility for ensuring effective 
governance of flat green lawn bowls. Locally, it is administered by the Leicestershire 
Bowls Association and the Leicestershire Ladies County Bowls Association.  
 
In total, there are 82 bowling clubs affiliated to the Leicestershire Bowling Association, of 
which five; Belvoir, Holwell Sports, Melton Mowbray, Knipton and Bottesford are located 
in the Borough.  
 
8.2: Current provision 
 
There are five sites providing bowling facilities in Melton. With the exception of Melton 
Town Bowls Club (two greens), each provides one flat green. The table below provides a 
summary of provision.  
 
Table 8.1: Summary of bowling greens available for community use 
 

 Analysis area No. of lawn bowling greens 
 Central  3 

 East  - 

 North  3 

 West  - 

 MELTON  6 
 
Since the 2005 Study, there has been a loss of one bowling green located at Wilton Park 
(referred to in the previous report as Leicester Sports Ground). The green was used by 
Melton Park Bowling Club. Consultation reports that the Club’s membership decreased to 
the extent that it could no longer afford the rent.  
 
Anecdotal evidence suggests that players from the Club are now playing for Melton Town 
Bowls Club (which is located approximately 300 yards from the site). The green is now 
used as a picnic area and the bowling pavilion as a cafe.  
 
Figure 8.1 identifies the East and West analysis areas do not contain bowling green 
provision. However, these analysis areas have low population density. Melton Mowbray 
Town Bowls Club provides two bowling greens and an indoor rink comprising of eight 
rinks.   
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Figure 8.1: Location of bowling greens in the Borough   

 
Table 8.2: Key to map  
 
Site name KKP 

reference 
Analysis area  Community 

use 
Flat green 

bowls 
 Howell Sports Ground 53 Central Yes 1 
 Melton Mowbray Town Bowls Club 55 Central Yes 2 
 Belvoir Bowling Club  77 North Yes 1 
 Hose Village Hall Bowling Green  81 North Yes 1 
 Knipton Bowls Club 54 North Yes 1 
 
8.3 Quality  
 
Site assessments score the bowling greens in the Borough as either good or excellent. 
Evidence of moss was identified at Knipton Bowling Green, but this was being treated at 
the time of the assessment.  

 
 

Bowls summary �
�  There are six bowling greens in the Borough.  Since the 2005 study, there has been a loss 

of one green. 
�  With the exception of Melton Town Bowls Club, all sites provide one flat bowling green. 

MTBC provides two flat bowling greens and an indoor bowling facility comprising of eight 
rinks.  

�  Demand can be accommodate on current provision and there appears to be limited 
demand for new greens.  
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PART 9: GOLF 
 
9.1: Introduction  
 
The England Golf Partnership (EGP) is comprises the English Golf Union (EGU), English 
Women’s Golf Association (EWGA) and the Professional Golfers Association (PGA) with 
the support of the Golf Foundation and Sport England. Its aim, through the 
implementation of its Whole Sport Plan (2009 - 2013), is to increase and widen 
participation levels in golf and achieve a vision of being ‘The Leading Golf Nation in the 
World by 2020’ from grass roots right through to elite level9, as follows:  
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Leicestershire & Rutland Golf County Partnership (H GP) 
 
The Leicestershire & Rutland County Golf Partnership (LRCGP) has been set up to 
introduce more people to golf and help grow the game within the county as well as 
support clubs in accessing funding from a number of different sources.  
 
The Partnership is between the Leicestershire & Rutland Golf Union, Leicestershire & 
Rutland Ladies County Golf Association and the Leicestershire & Rutland Professional 
Golfers Association with advisory input from England Golf Development, the Golf 
Foundation and the Leicestershire & Rutland County Sports Partnership. Set up in 
October 2008, the Leicestershire & Rutland County Golf Partnership has already received 
funding from the England Golf Partnership. 

 
                                                
 
 
9
  http://www.englishgolfunion.org/showpage.asp?code=000100020006 

 



MELTON BOROUGH COUNCIL   
PLAYING PITCH ASSESSMENT UPDATE 
 

March 2011  3-028-1011 Final report: Knight Kavanagh & Page 52 
 

9.2: Supply  
 
There are four golf courses in Melton; Asfordby Road Sports Ground, Six Hills, Melton 
Mowbray and Stapleford Park Hotel & Golf Course. Asfordby Road Sports Ground is 
owned and managed by Melton Town Estate.  
 
All greens provide 18 hole courses. There are three driving ranges located at Stapleford 
Park Hotel & Golf Course, Six Hills and Melton Mowbray Golf Club.  
 
Since the 2005 study Asfordby Road Sports Ground has increased in size to provide 18 
holes. There has also been an increase of one driving range, located at Six Hills Golf 
Club.  
 
Figure 9.1: Location of golf courses in the Borough (with a 20 minute drive time) 

 
Based on a 20 minute drive time (as recommended by Sport England), there is a shortfall 
in provision in North Analysis Area (particularly Bottesford) and a small shortfall in 
provision in the East Analysis Area. However, these are areas with relatively low 
population density and may be served by golf provision in neighbouring authorities.  
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Table 9.1: Key to map 
 
Site name KKP 

reference 
Analysis area Community 

use 

Asfordby Road Sports Ground  4 Central Yes 

Melton Mowbray Golf Club  75 East Yes 

Stapleford Lifestyles 76 East Yes 

Six Hills Golf Course 82 West Yes 

 
9.3: Key issues from consultation  
 
Asfordby Road Golf Course  
 
Owned by Melton Town Estate, the 39 acre course comprises an 18 hole course and is 
located on the western outskirts of Melton. It reports that the course is running at a loss 
and as such, it is looking at its future potential.  
 
Melton Town Estate is in preliminary discussions with the LTA regarding proposals to 
develop three or four indoor courts (airhall seasonal structure), four outdoor tennis courts 
and a fitness suite facility which will include a cafe area. The proposed development will 
not have an impact on the provision of golf at the site.  
 
The course is predominately used by beginner golfers and acts as a feeder course for 
Melton Mowbray Golf Club.  
 
Demand  
 
The Active People Survey shows that golf participation in Melton has decreased slightly 
from 5.23% in 2005/06 to 3.82% in 2007/08. However, sample sizes for the survey in 
2007/08 were smaller.  
 
 
Golf summary 
�  There are four golf courses in Melton; Asfordby Road Sports Ground, Six Hills, Melton 

Mowbray and Stapleford Park Hotel & Golf Course.  
�  Golf participation has decreased slightly in recent years. 
�  Based on a 20 minute drive time some areas of low population are not served by provision 

within the Borough. 
�  Demand appears to be met by current provision. 
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PART 10: TENNIS 
 
10.1: Introduction  
 
Governance of the sport is nationally administered by the Lawn Tennis Association (LTA). 
Tennis Leicestershire administers, and is responsible for, the development of tennis 
across the Region, employing a county tennis development manager, which operates 
across Melton.  
 
There are a number of senior leagues servicing the County, including Melton. These 
include the Leicestershire Veteran Men/Women Doubles, Veterans Summer, Summer 
Doubles and the AEGON TeamTennis Leicestershire Open. Junior players compete in 
the national AEGON or the Leicestershire Winter Doubles leagues.  
 
LTA Places to Play Strategy 
 
The LTA has recently launched its Places to Play Strategy10. Its overall aims are to: 
 
�  Increase the number of people participating  
�  Increase the number of juniors competing 
�  Increase the number of people accessing coaches 

 
The LTA’s regional target is to provide an additional 50,000 playing hours across the 
eight counties in the Region by 2010.  
 
To achieve this, the LTA will prioritise funding for building low cost, quality indoor 
structures, floodlighting outdoor courts and renovating park courts. In order to support any 
club project, clubs should be Clubmark accredited. Currently in Melton this would only 
apply to Hamilton Tennis Club.  
 
10.2: Current provision  
 
There are two tennis clubs located in the Borough; Hamilton and Belvoir. Hamilton is 
Clubmark accredited.  
 
There are 30 tennis courts in Melton. The total number of courts has decreased by six 
from the previous 2005 Study. The number of courts at Wilton Park has reduced by one 
(converted to a third generation turf pitch), and are now not covered by an airhall, so 
classified as being outdoor provision rather than indoor. 
 
 

                                                
 
 
10http://www.lta.org.uk/Articles/Clubs1/Places-to-Play-Strategy/What-is-the-Places-to-Play-
Strategy/ 
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Table 10.2: Summary of courts available for community use by analysis area 
 
Analysis area Tennis courts 

(available for community use) 
Central  22 
East 1 
North  7 
West  - 
MELTON  30 

 
Figure 10.1 indicates that the majority of provision is located in the Central Analysis Area 
i.e. Melton and Asfordby. The less densely populated areas of the West and East 
analysis areas have little provision with the exception of courts at Knossington Tennis 
Courts. Although provision is available here the quality of the courts is poor.  
 
Figure 10.1: Location of all tennis courts in the Borough  
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Table 10.3: Key to map 
 
Site name KKP 

reference  
Analysis area Community 

use 
No. of 
courts  

Hamilton Lawn Tennis Club 56 Central Yes 12 
Howell Sports Ground 53 Central Yes 3 
John Ferneley High School  19 Central No 3 
King Edward VIII School  20 Central Yes 4 
The Longfield High School 50 Central No 4 
Wilton Park  63 Central Yes 3 
Knossington Tennis Court  69 East Yes 1 
Belvoir High School (Football & 
Tennis) 

79 North Yes 4 

Belvoir Vale Tennis Club 57 North Yes 3 
 
10.3: Development  
 
High Performance Centres  
 
In total, there are 19 High Performance Centres (HPC’s) throughout England. These 
centres are designed to meet the needs of performance juniors providing high level 
coaching and fitness programmes and access to top facilities. The County has tone 
International High Performance Centre located at Loughborough University, which is 
located outside of the assessment area.  
 
Hamilton Tennis club is designated as a satellite club. It focuses primarily on talent 
development for performance players under the age of 12. In terms of funding, satellite 
and HPC are a priority for the LTA.  
 
10.4: Key issues from consultation 
 
Demand  
 
The LTA report there is a lack of indoor courts in the County, in particular, a lack of a 
permanent bubble structure. The LTA believes there is demand in Melton for indoor 
courts and is in early discussions with Melton Town Estate regarding development of 
such a facility at Asfordby Road Sports Ground. The proposal includes three or four 
indoor courts (airhall seasonal structure), four outdoor tennis courts and a fitness suite 
facility which will include a cafe area.  
 
The seasonal airhall structure at Wilton Park was damaged in adverse weather 
conditions. The LTA estimates the cost to fund a permanent bubble structure would be 
c£1 million.  
 
Quality  
 
The quality of courts in the Borough is generally good quality. However, site assessments 
score the quality of the playing surface at Knossington as poor.  
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Tennis summary 

�  The Borough provides 30 tennis courts, including 15 courts which are located at school sites.  

�  In total, there are two tennis clubs in the Borough (Hamilton and Belvoir). Hamilton Tennis 
Club is regarded as a key club and is Clubmark accredited.  

�  There is no identified latent demand for outdoor additional courts. This would suggest that 
demand can be satisfied by existing provision. However, the LTA report there is a lack of 
indoor courts in the County, in particularly the lack of a permanent bubble structure. 

�  The majority of tennis courts were assessed as good quality.  


